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World  Medicines 

ADVERTISING  AND  QUALITY  STANDARDS 

THE  manner  in  which  pharmaceutical  products  are  advertised,  both  to 
the  general  public  and  to  the  medical  profession,  is  among  the  subjects 
to  be  discussed  at  the  forty-first  session  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
World  Health  Organisation  which  commences  in  Geneva  on  January  23. 
The  council  is  also  considering  the  quality  control  of  medicines,  and  in 
particular  the  setting-up  of  standards  of  practice  in  the  manufacture  of 
medicines  by  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 


Hospital  Services 

INCREASED  SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATES 

THE  estimates  in  respect  of  the  Hos- 
pital Service  costs  in  England  and 
Wales  during  1967-68  have  been  in- 
creased by  £22,740,000  to  a  new  total 
of  £730,682,000.  £2,261,000  is  required 
to  meet  previous  under-estimates. 
£13,057,000  is  wanted  to  cover  "in- 
creases in  pay"  to  the  hospital  staffs  in 
England  and  Wales,  "national  insurance 
contributions,  rates  poundage"  and 
"winter  work  in  development  areas  and 
in  areas  of  high  unemployment  in 
the  construction  industry."  Nearly 
£6,000,000  is  required  for  capital  ex- 
penditure due  to  the  fact  that  the  hos- 
pital boards  are  making  "cash  payments 
at  a  faster  rate  than  expected."  Those 
figures  are  given  in  Civil  Estimates, 
1967-1968  (H.M.  Stationery  Office, 
price  four  shillings)  and  cover  the  year 
ending  March  31.  There  has  been  a 
speeding  up  of  the  purchase  of  x-ray 
and  other  electrical  equipment  requir- 
ing an  increase  in  the  original  estimate 
of  £400,000  for  the  cost  of  such 
apparatus,  to  a  new  total  of  £3,300,000 
for  the  year.  A  further  £186,000  is  re- 
quired for  equipment  for  the  Blood 
Transfusion  Service  and  pathological 
laboratories,  especially  the  "increased 
supply  of  auto  analysers."  Quicker 
deliveries  of  surgical  instruments  and 
increased  purchases  of  "kidney 
machines"  has  added  almost  £300,000 
to  the  estimates,  that  also  includes  an 
item  of  £16,000  for  "possible  royalty 
payments  in  respect  of  supply  of 
Imiprimine." 

Buying  British 

DOUBTS  ABOUT  CAMPAIGN 

THE  Retail  Consortium  is  doubtful 
whether  the  campaign  "Think  British 
—  Buy  British,"  if  interpreted  too  nar- 
rowly, is  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
nation.  It  points  out  that  all  members 
of  the  public  in  greater  or  less  degree 
were  buyers  of  foreign  merchandise. 


Some  of  it  was  "essential"  in  that  it 
was  unobtainable  in  the  U.K.  but  the 
public  wanted  it.  Some  of  it  was,  "in- 
essential" in  the  sense  that  the  equiva- 
lent was  manufactured,  stocked  and  sold 
in  the  U.K.  But  whether  imports  were 
"essential"  or  "inessential"  they  formed 
part  of  the  pattern  of  reciprocal  trade, 
and  a  nation  which  only  lived  by  ex- 
porting should,  the  Consortium 
declares,  be  the  last,  not  the  first,  to 
set  an  example  of  isolationism.  It  was 
said  that  the  purpose  of  the  campaign 
was  to  persuade  the  shopper  to  dis- 
criminate between  British  and  imported 
goods.  The  ability  to  discriminate 
already  existed  in  that  imported  goods 
were  so  labelled.  The  Consortium  sug- 
gest that  "the  shopper  who  found  an 

TO  HELP  IN  VIRUS- 
DISEASE  DETEC- 
TION: A  mobile 
laboratory  designed 
and  built  by  Bonal- 
lack  &  Sons,  Ltd., 
Basildon,  Essex,  for 
Winthrop  Biologicals, 
Ltd.,  Surbiton,  Surrey, 
enables  the  diag- 
nosis of  many  virus 
diseases'  with  Messrs. 
Winthrop's  Fluoro- 
scan  fluorescent  anti- 
body to  be  carried 
out  as  a  matter  of 
simple  routine  with 
ordinary  hospital  labor- 
atory equipment.  The 
vehicle  is  visiting 
hospitals  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom, 
(later  the  continent  of 
Europe)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  product 
demonstrations.  The  van 
body  is  divided  into 
two  compartments  by 
a  partition  incorporat- 
ing a  sliding  door,  the 
forward  compartment 
housing  an  incubator, 
refrigerator,  sink  unit 
with  hot  and  cold  water  and  double-Bunsen-point 
is  equipped  with  a  full-length  workbench  with 
tubular  heaters  wired  for  mains  current  supply. 


imported  article  was  of  better  quality 
and  better  value  should  say  so — both 
to  shopkeeper  and  to  manufacturer," 
and  add  "The  emphasis  of  'Think 
British  —  Buy  British'  must  be  on 
'Think.'  Only  thus  will  the  downward 
trend  in  our  share  of  world  trade  be 
reversed." 

Poisonous  Products 

DOCTORS'  POLICY  ON  LABELLING 

CONTAINERS  of  commercial  prepara- 
tions which  include  poisonous  or  harm- 
ful substances,  and  are  available  lo  the 
public,  should  have  those  facts  and 
the  names  of  the  substances  declared 
on  the  label,  a  committee  on  medical 
science,  education  and  research  is  re- 
commending to  the  British  Medical 
Association  s  council.  The  proposal  was 
the  subject  of  a  resolution  at  the  1967 
B.M.A.  annual  representative  meeting. 

Prescription  Charges 

REIMPOSITION  FAVOURED  SAYS  O.H.E. 

A  NATIONAL  survey  of  2,000  people 
completed  on  lanuary  3-4  for  the  Office 
of  Health  Economics  showed  that  75 
per  cent,  of  the  public  favoured  the 
return  of  prescription  charges,  provid- 
ing exemptions  were  made  for  the 
very  poor.  Support  was  particularly 
high  in  the  25-34  age  group,  but  there 


gas-ring  The  larger  rear  compartment  illustrated 
four  microscopes,  a  projector  and  screen  and 
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was  no  major  drop  off  amongst  older 
groups.  Surprisingly,  72  per  cent,  of 
old  age  pensioners  supported  payment 
for  prescriptions.  Less  agreement  was 
found  when  comparisons  were  made 
amongst  the  different  social  classes. 
Support  for  the  reimposition  of  charges 
was  high  amongst  professional  people 
(89  per  cent.),  but  lower  for  unskilled 
workers  (66  per  cent).  More  people 
in  the  South-east,  Midlands,  and  Scot- 
land were  found  to  favour  the  return 
of  charges. 

Ascariasis  Control 

W.H.O.  EXPERTS'  VIEWS  ON  DRUGS 

MASS  chemotherapy  in  ascariasis  is 
feasible,  safe  and  effective,  and  control 
of  the  disease  is  urgently  needed  in 
many  countries,  says  a  report,  "Control 
of  Ascariasis,"  by  a  World  Health  Or- 
ganisation expert  committee  (W.H.O. 
technical  report  series  AO. 379,  H.M. 
Stationery  Office,  price  6s.).  The  medi- 
cation of  choice  remains  piperazine,  it 
is  stated,  piperazine  citrate  syrup  being 
particularly  favoured  (the  current  Bri- 
tish Pharmaceutical  Codex  Supplement 
formula  is  given  in  an  appendix  to 
the  report).  However,  the  committee 
recognises  that  such  solutions  require 
considerable  expert  control  if  the  result- 
ing product  is  to  be  both  stable  and 
palatable.  Drug  manufacturers  are 
urged  to  seek  means  of  reducing  the 
price  of  piperazine  syrup,  "otherwise, 
health  departments  may  have  to  pro- 
duce their  own  formulation."  As  an 
alternative  treatment,  the  committee 
finds  a  mixture  of  santonin  and  kainic 
acid  of  interest,  "impressive"  results 
having  been,  obtained  in  Japan.  But 
they  have  reservations  on  its  use  in 
mass  treatment  because  of  the  toxicity 
of  santonin. 

British  Standards 

NEW  SPECIFICATIONS  ISSUED 

A  REVISED  specification  for  domestic 
medicine  cabinets  in  metric  and  inch 
units  has  been  issued  by  the  British 
Standards  Institution.  B.S.  3922:1967 
(price  5s.)  specifies  the  essential  require- 
ments for  a  domestic  medicine  cabinet 
incorporating  fastening  devices  designed 
to  minimise  the  possibility  of  young 
children  opening  the  cabinet.  Other 
specifications  issued  by  the  Institution 
include  B.S.  4233:1967  Calcium  Sor- 
bate  and  Potassium  Sorbate  for  Use 
in  Foodstuffs  (price  6s.)  and 
B.S.  4234:1967  Sorbic  Acid  for  use  in 
Foodstuffs  (price  6s.).  Both  specifica- 
tions are  in  metric  units  as  is 
B.S.  1133  Sections  1-3:1967  Introduc- 
tion to  Packaging,  (price  12s.).  B.S. 
4264:1967  is  a  specification  for 
Envelopes  for  Commercial.  Official  and 
Professional  Use  (Terms  and  Sizes) 
(price  6s.). 

Birmingham  Samplings 

THIRD  QUARTER  REPORT 

TWENTY -TWO  pharmacies  in  Bir- 
mingham were  visited  during  the  third 
quarter  of  1967  and  eighty-four  samples 
taken  for  analysis  under  the  city's 
drug-testing  scheme.  One  sample  of 
penicillin  G  tablets  250  mgm  were 
found  50  per  cent,  deficient — "possibly 
125  mgm.  tablets  incorrectly  labelled." 


A  specimen  of  trinitrin  tablets 
contained  only  80  per  cent,  of  glyceryl 
trinitrate  and  three  samples  of  effer- 
vescent potassium  tablets  (two  badly 
formulated,  one  stored  too  long)  failed 
the  Codex  solubility  test.  No  drug 
samples  taken  for  the  purposes  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  found  in- 
correct. 

Royal  Warrants 

NAMES  OF  1968  HOLDERS 

THE  list  of  royal  warrant  holders  for 
1968,  published  recetitly  as  a  supple- 
ment to  The  London  Gazette,  included 
the  following  names  additional  to  the 
1967  list  (see  C.  &  D.,  January  7,  1967, 
p.  4): —  To  the  Queen  :  Beecham  Pro- 
ducts (U.K.).  Brentford  (Lucozade).  To 
Queen  Elizabeth  the  Queen  Mother : 
Domestos,  Ltd.,  London  (Stergene, 
Domestos,  Squezy).  No  longer  included 
in  the  lists  to  the  Queen,  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  and  the  late  Queen  Mary 
are  Savory  &  Moore,  Ltd.;  in  the  list 
to  the  late  King  George  VI,  Oxo.  Ltd.; 
in  the  list  to  the  late  Queen  Mary, 
Idris,  Ltd.,  and  Yardley  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Amphetamine  Products 

STUDY  BY  DOCTORS'  GROUP 

A  STUDY  of  amphetamine  drugs  is 
currently  being  undertaken  by  a  work- 
ing group  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. The  group  was  established  by 
the  B.M.A.  council  following  the  ex- 
pression of  concern  about  the  use  and 
control  of  amphetamines  at  the  annual 
representative  meeting  (see  C.  &  D., 
July  22,  1967,  p.  70)  and  is  charged 
with  exploring  "the  usefulnes  or  other- 
wise" of  amphetamine  preparations. 
The  committee  has  had  it  first  meeting. 

SCOTTISH  NEWS 
Pharmaceutical  Services 

MORE  FOR  PHARMACISTS 

THE  National  Health  Service  in  Scot- 
land requires  a  further  £852,000  for 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  during  the 
year  ending  March  31,  owing  to  the 
"increased  remuneration  and  a  higher 
demand  and  average  cost  per  prescrip- 
tion." That  figure  is  given  in  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates,  Civil  Estimates, 
1967-1968  (H.M.  Stationery  Office, 
price  4s.  9d.).  The  cost  of  prescribed 
drugs  and  appliances  is  now  expected 
to  reach  £11,659,000  (original  pro- 
vision, £11,439,000);  oncost  allowance 
is  now  estimated  at  £2,068,000 
(£2,028,000);  whilst  dispensing  fees  and 
rota  payments  require  £3,273,000 
(£2,695,000).  Medical  and  dental 
practitioners  are  now  expected  to 
receive  £344,000  (£330,000)  for  pharma- 
ceutical services.  The  hospital  services 
in  Scotland  require  an  additional 
£2,025,000  to  meet  increases  in  pay  and 
National  Insurance  contributions  and 
rates.  Because  faster  progress  than 
expected  has  been  achieved  on  building 
projects,  and  some  increase  in  prices 
has  occurred,  a  further  £1,356,000  is 
required  to  meet  hospital  capital  ex- 
penditure. The  supplementary  estimate 
required  for  the  National  Health  Ser- 
vice in  Scotland  is  £3,953,000,  making 
an  overall  total  of  £141,585,000. 


IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Drug  Costs  in  Dublin 

PUBLIC  OUTLAY  PAST  AND  FUTURE 

THE  number  of  persons  entitled  to 
medical  cards  in  Dublin  has  increased 
from  97,750  in  1961-62  to  134,028  in 
September  1967 — an  increase  of  over 
37  per  cent.  —  states  a  report  recently 
issued  by  the  supervising  pharmacist 
of  Dublin  Health  Authority.  He  esti- 
mates that  for  1968-69  the  Authority's 
expenditure  on  drugs  will  reach 
£790,000.  Cost  of  supplying  medicines 
is  expected  to  increase  to  £500,000 
(£102,400  in  1961-62)  an  increase  of 
400  per  cent.  There  has  also  been  an 
increase  of  170  per  cent,  in  the  cost 
of  medicines  for  the  psychiatric  ser- 
vices. In  his  report  the  chief  pharma- 
cist says::  "Due  to  the  intense  pro- 
motional activities  on  the  part  of  the 
drug  houses,  more  doctors  are  prescrib- 
ing newer  and  more  expensive  drugs 
which,  in  general,  are  often  replace- 
ments for  other  and  cheaper  drugs." 
He  points  out  that,  though  5,000  drug 
items  are  carried  in  stock,  one-third 
of  total  expenditure  is  caused  by  the 
prescription  of  particular  drugs.  Quot- 
ing certain  drug  costs,  he  lists  the  fol- 
lowing examples  of  older  and  newer 
drugs  (the  latter  in  parenthesis) — 
Penicillin  V  tablets,  a  penny  each 
(ampicillin,  Is.  per  capsule);  ferrous 
sulphate  tablets,  6s.  per  1.000  (Feospan, 
£9  16s.  per  1,000);  ephedrine  tablets, 
14s.  per  1,000  (triamcinolone  tablets, 
£26  per  1,000);  aspirin  tablets,  7s.  6d. 
per  1.000  (Ponstan.  12s.  6d.  per 
capsule);  phenobarbilone  tablets,  6s. 
per  1,000  (diazepam  tablets,  £9  per 
1,000).  Higher  standards  of  medical  care 
and  increasing  numbers  of  old  people 
are  reflected  in  the  cost  of  special  foods. 
In  1963-64  Complan  cost  £900.  In  1967 
the  cost  was  £5,000.  Theobromine,  with 
phenobarbitone  tablets,  cost  25s.  per 
500  tablets.  Another  drug,  methyldopa, 
now  being  prescribed  for  hypertension, 
cost  £9  per  500  tablets.  Contrasting  out- 
patient and  hospital  drug  expenditure, 
the  report  says:  "Hospital  and  clinic 
expenditures,  though  showing  an  in- 
crease during  the  period  1961-62  to  the 
estimated  turnover  for  1968-69,  has  not 
been  as  significant  as  that  in  the  other 
services.  This  appears  to  be  occasioned 
by  the  more  conservative  prescribing 
and  economic  issues  of  medicines  in 
these  services — even  taking  into  account 
the  fact  that  hospital  bed-days  continue 
to  show  an  increase." 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  NORTH 

Prescriptions  dispensed  in  Northern 
Ireland  during  October  1967  num- 
bered 77,602  (579,418  forms).  Total 
cost  was  £542,471   (average  145  81d.). 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Tickets  for  the  annual  dance  of  the 
Irish  Pharmaceutical  Students"  Associa- 
tion, being  held  in  the  Shelbourne  hotel, 
Dublin,  on  February  15,  can  be  ob- 
tained (price,  35s.  each)  from  any 
member  of  the  organising  committee  at 
College  of  Pharmacy,  Dublin. 


January  27,  1968 


THE    CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


69 


Speakers  representative  of  the  medi- 
cal, legal  and  pharmacy  professions  are 
taking  part  in  an  important  symposium 
on  "Drugs  and  Drug  Abuses,"  being 
held  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy, 
Dublin,  at  7.30  p.m.  on  February  23. 
Former  Minister  for  Health  in  the 
Inter-party  Government  (Mr.  T.  F. 
O'Higgins)  will  be  among  those  con- 
tributing, while  the  Irish  Pharmaceu- 
tical Students'  Association,  which  is 
organising  the  event,  hopes  to  have  the 
Minister  for  Health  (Mr.  Flanagan) 
present  also. 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Retail  Alliance  held  an  inaugural 
dinner  in  London  on  January  18,  at 
which  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  was  represented  by  Messrs 
Albert  Howells  and  J.  Wright. 

A  reduction  in  the  price  of  Wilkin- 
son Sword  and  Super  Silver  Gillette 
razor  blades  in  F.  W.  Woolworth 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  stores  was  reported  in 
the  national  Press  of  January  22. 

Four  plate-glass  windows  in  the 
pharmacy  of  J.  D.  Smith  &  Co.,  1733 
Maryhill  Road,  Glasgow,  were  broken 
during  the  storms  that  hit  Scotland  on 
January  14. 

Miss  Agnes  Lothian  (see  C.  &  D., 
January  20,  p.  50),  qualified  from  the 
Heriot-Watt  College,  Edinburgh.  Mr. 
G.  R.  A.  Short  was  Harrison  Memo- 
rial medallist  in  1967  [corrected  note]. 

The  British  Aerosol  Manufacturers' 
Association  is  revising  its  code  of 
practice  to  encourage  standardisation 
in  aerosol  safety  precautions.  Since 
the  original  code  was  drawn  up  in  1966 
more  and  more  products  are  being 
packed  in  aerosol  form,  involving 
manufacturers  in  a  greater  need  for 
consumer  protection. 

The  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  Tavistock  House  North, 
Tavistock  Square,  London,  W.C.I, 
has  produced  a  poster  (D.C.  108  "Don't 
be  stuck  on  drugs")  which  it  hopes  will 
convey  "the  right  message"  to  poten- 
tial addicts.  The  poster  has  been  cir- 
culated to  medical  officers  of  health, 
and  copies  are  available  (price  3s.  each 
plus  postage). 

Professors  R.  G.  W.  Norrish  and 
G.  Porter,  who  shared  with  Professor 
Eigen  the  1967  Nobel  prize  for  che- 
mistry (C.  <&  D.,  November  4.  1967, 
p.  420),  were  guests  at  a  lunch  given 
by  the  Royal  Institute  of  Chemistry  on 
January  22.  Professor  Norrish's  father 
(Mr.  Herbert  Norrish)  was  a  pharma- 
cist employed  by  Boots,  Ltd.,  in  the 
Cambridge  area. 

The  Health  Services  superannuation 
division  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
which  administers  the  National  Health 
Service  superannuation  scheme,  is  be- 
ing transferred  to  Hesketh  House, 
200-20  Broadway,  Fleetwood,  Lanes, 
on  January  23.  Much  of  the  work  of 
the  division  will  eventually  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  computer  on  the  site. 

LOCAL  OFFICERS 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  BRANCHES 
Aylesbury.    —    Secretary,    J.    William?,  306 
Meadowcroft,  Bicester  Road,  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 
(Telephone:   Aylesbury  83750). 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Charges 

The  political  forecasters  have  been  proved  to  be  right,  both  as  to  the 
fact  of  the  reintroduction  of  prescription  charges  and  as  to  the  amount 
involved.  For  the  reasons  stated  last  week,  I  deplore  the  imposition,  which 
is  out  of  tune  with  the  principles  of  a  National  Health  Service.  But  the 
decision  having  been  taken,  we  are  now  concerned  —  and  very  much  con- 
cerned —  with  the  method  of  its  application.  It  will  have  been  noticed 
that  the  Minister  of  Health  is  to  enter  immediately  into  discussions  with 
the  medical  profession  with  a  view  to  introducing  as  soon  as  possible, 
a  system  of  exemption  for  particular  categories.  "Those  we  have  in  mind", 
said  the  Prime  Minister,  "are  the  elderly,  over  sixty-five,  children  up  to 
fifteen,  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  the  chronic  sick."  He  went  on 
to  say  that,  while  the  procedure  for  dealing  with  those  proposed  exemp- 
tions was  being  negotiated,  regulations  would  be  made  to  bring  the  charges 
into  operation  in  the  spring,  which  was  "the  earliest  the  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  introduce  simultaneously  refund  of  charges  to  those  in 
need  on  the  pre- 1965  basis."  We  see,  therefore,  that  two  separate  and 
distinct  procedures  are  envisaged.  First,  there  is  implicit  in  the  statement 
the  assumption  that  the  cumbrous  and  distasteful  machinery  of  the  pre- 
vious scheme  is  to  come  back  at  an  early  date,  providing  help  only  for 
the  categories  entitled  to  repayment  at  that  time.  That  seems  to  take  for 
granted  that  the  pharmacist  will  act  as  the  levy  collector,  issuing  when 
required  receipts  to  those  who  ask  for  them.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
chemists'  representatives  will  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  that  aspect 
with  the  Ministry  concerned,  for  courtesy  demands  consultation,  and  I 
imagine  our  representatives  are  not  in  doubt  as  to  the  irrelevance  of  the 
clerical  work  involved,  and  the  additional  burden  falling  on  those  in  the 
areas  most  affected.  The  method  is  the  easy  way  out,  for  the  machinery 
has  already  been  used.  But  I  would  be  gravely  suspicious  of  its  being 
a  short  or  temporary  expedient. 

Co-operation 

With  regard  to  the  introduction  "as  soon  as  possible"  of  the  system  of 
exemption  for  particular  categories,  the  Prime  Minister  said  that  the  time 
for  that  depended  on  making  rapid  progress  with  the  medical  profession. 
"If  they  can  co-operate  in  finding  the  answer  with  us  —  we  think  that 
there  is  an  answer  to  those  problems  —  and  give  their  full  co-operation, 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  introduced  very  quickly  indeed, 
without  any  overdue  delay  between  the  introduction  of  the  regulations 
and  the  introduction  of  the  fuller  exemption  scheme."  That  is  a  qualified 
statement.  But  if  the  Prime  Minister  really  feels  that  there  will  not  be 
"overdue"  delay,  is  there  any  need  to  embark  on  the  first  cumbrous  method 
at  all?  Or  is  he  aware  of  the  regret  expressed  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Robinson 
(Minister  of  Health)  on  the  subject  of  dispensing  doctors  in  rural  areas, 
who  said  recently,  in  reply  to  representations,  that  he  was  sorry  that  the 
matter  was  taking  such  a  long  time?  The  position  in  that  regard,  he  told 
the  Central  N.H.S.  Committee,  was  that  he  was  still  waiting  for  the  British 
Medical  Association  to  present  their  views.  One  might  have  thought  that 
certain  of  the  categories  mentioned  as  meriting  exemption  were  quite  clear- 
cut.  You  are  either  under  fifteen  or  you  are  not;  you  are  either  sixty-five 
or  you  are  not;  you  are  either  an  expectant  or  nursing  mother  or  you 
are  not.  On  the  subject  of  what  constitutes  chronic  sickness,  certain  cate- 
gories are  immediately  obvious.  Others  might  occupy  the  Ministry  and 
the  B.M.A.  in  weekly  consultation  for  twenty  years. 

Our  Position 

I  think  we  should  make  our  position  quite  clear.  Nothing  must  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  very  good  service  pharmacy  has  given  over 
the  years  from  1948.  The  needs  of  the  public  must  come  first,  and  if  we 
feel  that  the  additional  burden  of  issuing  receipts  and  collecting  Govern- 
ment money  might  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  pharmaceutical  service,  we 
must  regretfully  ask  to  be  excused. 
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Council  Speakers  at  Cardiff 

TWO  TOPICS  AT  SOCIETY'S  THIRD  REGIONAL  MEETING 


THIRD  in  the  series  of  regional  con- 
ferences organised  by  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  (the  others  were  at  Cam- 
bridge and  Birmingham)  was  held  in 
Cardiff  on  January  21.  It  attracted  an 
audience  of  close  on  100  from  South 
and  mid-Wales,  Gloucestershire  and 
Somerset. 

Introducing  the  platform  party  and 
the  speaker.  Mr.  Allen  Aldington 
(president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society)  also  made  reference  to  the 
statement  the  Society  had  issued  on  the 
subject  of  prescription  charges.  The 
Council,  he  confirmed,  was  opposed  in 
principle  to  prescription  charges  be- 
cause it  believed  that  no  system  of 
exemptions  or  refunds  could  guarantee 
that  all  patients  would  have  immediate 
access  to  medicines  at  the  time  of  need. 
"We  must  now  accept  the  charges,  of 
course,  as  a  measure  towards  securing 
national  solvency,  and  we  have  offered 
to  assist  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
make  the  best  possible  job  of  the 
exemptions."  In  making  the  statement, 
said  Mr.  Aldington,  the  Council  had 
ignored  '"all  political  flavours."  Its  duty 
was  to  tell  the  Government  what  phar- 
macy as  a  health  profession  believed 
to  be  in  the  best  interests  of  public 
health.  In  its  statements  the  Council 
had  said  that  a  comprehensive  and 
clear-cut  system  of  exemptions  from 
the  charges  would  need  to  be  intro- 
duced and  had  listed  the  classes  of 
patients  who,  in  the  Council's  view, 
were  entitled  to  exemption.  "I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  Prime  Minister,  in  his 
statement  to  the  House  of  Commons 
on  January  16,  adopted  the  list  of  ex- 
emptions that  we  had  recommended  to 
both  him  and  the  Minister  of  Health." 
Subsequently  the  Council  had  im- 
pressed upon  the  Minister  pharmacy's 
right  to  be  consulted  before  the 
machinery  was  assembled.  The  charges 
scheme  and  complete  provision  for 
exempted  patients  should  be  introduced 
together :  they  were  one  package.  The 
previous  refund  scheme  had  not  met 
the  needs  it  was  designed  to  meet; 
it  could  be  criticised  for  failing  to  give 
all  deserving  patients  immediate  access 
to  medicines  at  the  time  of  need. 

Publishing  Activities  of  the  Society 

Of  the  two  subjects  on  the  agenda, 
the  first,  "The  Society's  Publishing 
Activities"  was  dealt  with  by  Mr.  E. 
A.  Brocklehurst  (chairman  of  the 
Publications  Committee).  Mr.  Brockle- 
hurst told  how  the  Committee  had  been 
set  up  at  the  time  the  Society  had 
acquired  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal, 
from  Jacob  Bell,  by  whom  it  had  been 
run  as  a  private  venture.  When  he 
died  in  1859,  ownership  and  copyright 
were  transferred  to  the  Society.  One 
of  the  journal's  distinguished  Editors, 
John  Humphrey,  had  had  a  lot  to  do 
with  the  widened  publishing  activities 
of  the  Society,  producing  (perhaps 
significantly,  after  he  had  been  granted 
a  separate  room  for  his  work)  a  "Stu- 
dent's Handbook,"  forerunner  of  the 
"Pharmaceutical  Pocket  Book"  of  to- 
day. Humphrey  had  also  done  most 


of  the  editorial  work  on  the  first  British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex,  published  in 
1907.  Another  of  the  Society's  publi- 
cations that  owed  existence  to  the 
journal  was  the  Extra  Pharmacopoeia, 
which  had  developed  from  a  column 
of  "dispensing  memoranda"  contributed 
to  the  journal  by  William  Martindale, 
who  first  published  the  E.P.  as  a  private 
venture  in  1883  (it  was  acquired  by  the 
Society  in  1932).  Mr.  Brocklehurst 
went  on  to  mention  other  books  pub- 
lished by  the  Society  and  to  devote  con- 
siderable time  to  the  advertisement 
policy  of  its  journal.  In  the  process 
he  projected  on  to  a  screen  slides  illus- 
trating advertisements  that  had  had 
to  be  critically  considered  by  the  Pub- 
lications Committee  or  the  Publisher, 
and  he  invited  the  views  of  the  au- 
dience. In  the  majority  of  instances  the 
audience's  view  appeared  to  coincide 
with  the  decision  that  had  been  taken. 

Discussion  centred  mainly  on  the 
two  points  whether  profitability  had 
become  a  "dirty  word"  for  the  Publi- 
cations Committee,  and  whether  front- 
page advertisements  demanded  special 
treatment.  Mr.  Brocklehurst,  agreeing 
with  Mr.  H.  Gibbor,  Cardiff,  and  others 
that  it  was  "wrong  to  think  the  profit 
motive  wrong,"  said  that  the  subject 
must  be  looked  at  again.  Mr.  T.  D. 
Turner,  Cardiff,  and  Mrs.  B.  Young, 
Bristol,  voiced  special  concern  for  the 
advertisements  that  went  on  to  the 
front  cover  of  the  journal.  Mr.  Brockle- 
hurst thanked  them  for  presenting  "a 
useful  viewpoint,"  and  said  that  the 
matter  would  be  considered,  but  sacri- 
fice of  the  front  cover  advertisement 
would  involve  a  considerable  loss  in 
revenue. 

Democratic  Processes 

In  dealing  with  the  second  subject, 
"The  Democratic  Processes,"  Mr.  J.  B. 
Grosset  (chairman  of  the  Organisation 
Committee)  gave  the  terms  of  refer- 
ence or  duties  of  the  Organisation  Com- 
mittee ("to  manage  departments,  mem- 
bership groups  and  other  organised 
activities  of  the  membership,  to  deal 
with  matters  concerning  the  constitution 
and  procedure  of  the  Society,  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  membership,  and 
to  advise  on  the  award  of  distinctions"). 
The  actual  work  of  the  Committee,  he 
said,  was  wider  in  scope  than  those 
terms,  dealing  as  it  did  with  such  mat- 
ters as  publicity  and  public  relations, 
as  well  as  the  Society's  relationships 
with  other  national  and  international 
organisations.  To  achieve  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  Society,  namely  "to 
maintain  the  honour  and  safeguard  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  members 
in  their  exercise  of  the  profession  of 
pharmacy,"  it  was  essential  that  the 
democratic  processes  of  the  Society 
should  be  efficient  and  should  produce 
policies  reflecting  the  aspirations  of 
the  majority  of  pharmacists.  It  was  the 
Committee's  responsibility  to  see  that 
the  necessary  machinery  existed  and 
that  it  functioned  properly.  The 
machinery  must  (1)  provide  the  fairest 
possible  means  of  electing  a  Council 


which  itself  must  be  constituted  in  a 
manner  that  would  provide  the  best 
means  of  governing  pharmacy  as  a 
whole;  (2)  facilitate  communication  of 
the  Council's  policies  to  members, 
showing  the  reasons  for  and  the  impli- 
cations of  any  decisions  taken,  (3)  allow 
for  the  transmission  of  the  views  of 
the  majority  of  members  to  the  Council, 
and  (4)  enable  the  members  to  be  in- 
formed  of  the  action  that  the  Council 
had  taken  in  response  to  their  owa 
democratically  expressed  wishes. 

A  Sound  Constitution 

The  constitution  of  the  Council  itself 
was  a  vital  factor.  Any  proposed  chan- 
ges in  it  came  before  the  Committee 
and  were  given  serious  consideration 
before  recommendations  were  made 
to  the  Council.  Among  questions  that 
had  been  considered  were  proportional 
representation,  regional  representation, 
and  combinations  of  those  with  a 
nationally  elected  section  of  Council. 
Without  going  into  the  arguments, 
which  had  been  well  publicised  in  the 
past,  he  said  his  belief  was  that  the 
present  Council,  with  its  three  Privy 
Council  nominees  and  twenty-one 
nationally  elected  members,  represented 
all  branches  of  pharmacy.  Under  it, 
too,  each  member  of  Council  was  elec- 
ted to  serve  pharmacy  as  a  whole.  In 
other  words,  though  people  experienced 
in  all  sections  of  pharmacy  were  for- 
mulating policy,  their  individual  views 
were  not  subject  to  any  formal  res- 
ponsibility to  express  the  majority 
opinion  of  their  own  section.  They  were 
therefore  able  to  make  a  balanced 
judgment  more  easily  than  would  be 
the  case  under  any  other  system. 

The  Committee  also  dealt  with  the 
mechanics  of  the  Council  election.  At 
the  moment  perhaps  the  most  contro- 
versial matter  under  that  heading  was 
the  question  of  canvassing  by  candi- 
dates. In  its  efforts  to  ensure  that  all 
candidates  had  an  equal  opportunity 
of  stating  their  views,  and  that  no  one 
had  an  unfair  advantage  due  to  greater 
financial  resources  or  influential  sup- 
port, the  Council  had  restricted  can- 
vassing to  the  issue  of  a  statement  of 
policy  of  a  prescribed  length.  Until  re- 
cently those  statements  had  been  prin- 
ted in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Bearing 
in  mind  that  those  journals  were  read 
by  non-pharmacists,  and  that  some  of 
the   policy   statements   might  contain 
irresponsible  and  irrational  views,  the  HI 
Council  had  decided  that  publication  H 
of  the  statements  should  be  restricted  I 
to  a  personal  communication  to  each  H 
and  every  member  of  the  Society.  That  1 
decision  endorsed  the  right  of  a  can-  H 
didate  to  complete  freedom  of  expres-  U 
sion.  A  further  consideration  was  that  H. 
the   elector   needed   the  statement  at  11 
the    time    of    voting,    and    that    its  H 
correct    place   was    therefore   in   the  H 
envelope  with  the  voting  paper. 

As  to  the  means  available  for  trans-  H 
mitting  Council  views,  members  would  lit 
no  doubt  have  seen  that  the  reports  of  IK 
Council  meetings  had  been  expanded  II 
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considerably  during  recent  years  and 
that  there  had  been  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  editorial  pages 
in  the  P.J.  Close  examination  would 
show  that  all  significant  happenings 
within  the  profession,  and  all  impor- 
tant policy  decisions,  had  received  "the 
best  publicity  and  explanation."  Other 
methods  of  informing  members  by  the 
written  word  included  personal  com- 
munications when  deemed  necessary 
and,  more  recently,  notes  designed 
specifically  for  use  in  branch  news- 
letters, all  branches  being  now  encour- 
aged to  produce  some  form  of  bulletin. 

The  most  desirable  method  of  ex- 
plaining Council  policies  was  by  direct 
communication  between  members  of 
Council  and  the  branches,  and  branches 
were  encouraged  to  ask  members  of 
Council,  or  senior  members  of  the 
Society's  staff,  to  address  branch  meet- 
ings— or  (to  promote  a  more  efficient 
use  of  such  speakers)  regional  con- 
ferences. Recently  the  Committee  had 
considered  and  had  discussed  with  the 
branch  secretaries  at  their  meeting  in 
October  1967  the  question  of  Council 
speakers  attending  branch  dinners. 
Whilst  it  was  accepted  that  there  was 
value  in  the  conversations  with  phar- 
macists during  the  informal  periods  of 
such  occasions,  it  had  been  agreed  that 
dinners  and  dances  did  not  provide  the 
correct  environment  for  giving  serious 
speeches  on  pharmaceutical  politics. 
For  such  purposes  it  was  felt  that 
branches  were  best  advised  to  organise 
semi-formal  dinners  to  which  not  only 
branch  members,  but  also  interested 
and  influential  local  personalities,  could 
be  invited. 

A  "Streamlining"  Process 

In  the  interests  of  achieving  a  repre- 
sentative assessment  of  the  views  of 
members,  it  was  necessary  for  those 
views  to  be  collated  and  debated  at 
various  levels  before  they  reached  the 
Council.  There  must,  however,  also  be 
a  means  available  for  an  individual 
pharmacist  to  express  a  personal  point 
of  view  should  he  so  desire.  At  present 
he  could  do  so  by  writing  direct  to  a 
member  of  Council,  to  the  Society,  or 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal.  It  was 
also  possible,  with  the  aid  of  a 
seconder,  to  move  a  resolution  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  and  a 
member  could,  with  the  support  of 
twenty-nine  other  members,  call  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  first  and  most  important  stage 
at  which  the  crystallisation  of  majority 
views  of  members  took  place  was  the 
branch  system,  and  a  proposal  made  by 
the  Council  at  the  1966  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  meeting,  namely 
that  each  branch  should  be  a  micro- 
cosm of  the  Society,  was  of  particular 
relevance.  Members  at  local  level  could 
in  that  way  increase  their  appreciation 
of  problems  such  as  post-graduate 
training,  post-graduation  education, 
ethical  matters,  the  practice  of  phar- 
macy in  all  sections  of  the  profession, 
and  the  pharmaceutical  needs  of  the 
community;  they  could  broaden  their 
experience  in  those  fields  and  be  able 
to  put  forward  constructive  proposals. 
Furthermore,  the  branch  could  also 
become  the  unifying  influence  amongst 
the  various   pharmaceutical  organisa- 


tions at  local  level.  The  Council  had 
never  sought  to  lay  down  rigid  rules 
for  the  conduct  of  branch  affairs,  but 
would,  in  the  coming  months,  be  con- 
sidering enlarging  upon  the  advice 
given  in  the  "Model  Rules  for 
Branches."  Mr.  Grosset  said  he  could 
not  put  enough  emphasis  on  the 
importance  on  devoting  part  of  the 
branch  programme  to  political  discus- 
sions, because  it  was  only  from  such 
meetings  that  constructive  and  well- 
thought-out  resolutions  could  emerge 
and  be  sent  forward  to  the  Branch 
Representatives'  meeting.  It  was  also 
essential  that  such  meetings  should  be 
attended  by  as  many  members  as  pos- 
sible, and  that  those  present  should  re- 
flect a  representative  cross  section  of 
ages  and  interests. 

One  resolution  passed  at  the  1967 
Branch  Representatives'  meeting  had 
been  designed  to  encourage  newly 
qualified  pharmacists  to  take  part  in 
branch  activities;  it  had  requested  that 
such  pharmacists  should  be  presented 
with  their  certificates  of  registration 
at  branch  or  other  convenient  local 
level.  The  Council  had  supported  the 
intention  of  the  resolution,  but  had 
found  that,  for  various  reasons,  it  could 
not  in  practice  be  literally  imple- 
mented. As  an  alternative,  the  decision 
had  been  taken  that  the  president  should 
send  a  personal  letter  of  welcome  to 
each  newly  registered  member  of  the 
Society,  explaining  the  Society's  work 
and  drawing  attention  to  the  advantages 
of  attending  branch  meetings.  The 
Council  and  pharmacy  as  a  whole, 
said  Mr.  Grosset,  owed  a  great  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  officers  of  branches, 
and  in  particular  to  the  secretaries  who, 
by  Council  arrangement,  now  met 
annually  at  a  meeting  chaired  by  the 
secretary  and  registrar  and  were  able 
to  discuss  any  matter  relating  to  the 
work  of  the  branches.  The  meetings 
had  always  been  productive,  and  were 
highly  regarded  by  the  Council,  the 
office  and  branch  secretaries  themselves. 
Secretaries  were  also  able  at  such  meet- 
ings to  tell  their  colleagues  about  any 
arrangements  or  projects  they  had  in- 
troduced within  their  own  branch  and 
which  might  interest  others. 

Regionalism 

In  1951  a  scheme  for  the  regional 
grouping  of  branches  had  been  pre- 
pared, but  it  had  not  been  put  into 
practice  because  it  had  not  received 
sufficient  support.  Branches  had  been 
left  to  organise  regional  meetings  if 
they  wished,  a  supplementary  grant 
being  provided  for  that  purpose.  So 
far  only  a  small  number  of  regions 
had  taken  up  the  idea,  but  their  meet- 
ings, it  should  be  noted,  had  been  most 
successful.  The  question  of  a  regional 
structure  had  again  been  discussed  with 
the  branch  secretaries  in  1962  and 
1963,  but  again  the  proposals  for 
formalising  such  a  structure  had  had 
a  mixed  reception.  At  the  Manchester 
Conference  meeting  in  1966  the  Coun- 
cil had  brought  forward  further  pro- 
posals for  conferences,  and  some  had 
already  been  held  (Birmingham  and 
Cambridge  in  1967  and  now  Cardiff). 
Not  only  were  members  of  Council 
able  to  speak  to  a  greater  number  of 
pharmacists  at  one  particular  time,  but 


they  were  also  able  to  receive  the  views 
of  large  audiences,  and  —  perhaps 
more  important  —  the  publicity  given 
in  the  pharmaceutical  Press  to  the 
papers  presented  and  the  subsequent 
discusssion  was  greater  and  more 
detailed  than  was  possible  for  branch 
meetings. 

Branch  Representations 

The  Committee  was  responsible  also 
for  the  annual  Branch  Representatives' 
meetings,  at  which  motions  from 
branches  were  debated  and,  if  carried, 
forwarded  to  Council.  Methods  were 
being  sought  to  improve  the  pro- 
cedures. In  order  to  ensure  that  motions 
were  examined  and  found  free  from 
inaccuracies  and  ambiguities  before 
being  submitted  to  branches  for  pre- 
liminary discussion,  a  meeting  was  now 
held  in  January  to  which  were  invited 
representatives  from  those  branches 
that  had  submitted  motions  for  dis- 
cussion. This  year  thirty-four  motions 
had  been  submitted.  One  (from  the 
Sunderland  Branch)  had  been  immedi- 
ately adopted  by  the  Council  and  would 
be  put  into  operation  at  this  year's 
meeting.  The  remaining  motions  had 
been  streamlined  to  twenty-one.  The 
Committee  had  a  further  responsibility 
for  seeing  that  all  motions  carried  were 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  appro- 
priate Council  committee,  and  that  the 
Council's  own  comments  were  presented 
to  the  membership  in  both  interim 
and  final  reports  during  the  year. 

Two  other  activities  fell  within  the 
responsibilities  of  the  Committee,  the 
first  concerning  students.  Since  all 
pharmacists  would  now  be  qualifying 
with  a  degree  in  pharmacy  the  need 
for  students  to  register  with  the  Society 
would  disappear.  The  Council  con- 
sidered it  essential  that  new  links 
should  be  formed  between  the  Society 
and  the  students,  especially  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  graduate  in  pharmacy 
need  not  register  unless  his  work  legally 
required  him  to  do  so.  The  Commit- 
tee had  arranged  for  branch  secretaries 
to  be  notified  of  all  students  who  were 
engaged  in  post-graduate  training 
within  their  area,  so  that  the  students 
could  be  contacted  and,  if  possible, 
brought  into  the  branch  activites.  The 
Council  had  also  agreed  to  recognise 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Students' 
Association  as  the  representative  body 
for  pharmacy  students  and  had 
accepted  responsibility  for  increased 
financial  support  for  the  Association. 
A  scheme  brought  in  by  the  North 
Metropolitan  Branch  was  noteworthy. 
Under  it,  first-year  students  were  each 
introduced  to,  and  more  or  less 
adopted  by,  a  particular  practising 
pharmacist,  and  were  encouraged  to 
visit  him  during  their  academic  train- 
ing so  as  to  gain  first-hand  knowledge 
of  their  chosen  profession. 

Finally,  said  Mr.  Grosset,  it  was  to 
the  Organisation  Committee  that  the 
Society's  Press  officer  reported.  In  the 
main  his  responsibilities  were  to 
ensure  good  publicity  for  the  Society's 
views  when  necessary,  and  to  promote 
good  relations  between  the  Society  and 
the  national  Press,  radio  and  television. 
As  an  extension  to  that  work,  each 
branch  had  been  asked  to  appoint  a 
Press   officer,   and   advice  was  being 
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given  from  headquarters  as  to  the 
means  by  which  effective  liaison  could 
be  established  with  the  local  media. 
Not  only  should  there  be  such  a  means 
of  publicising  the  Society's  policies  at 
local  level,  but  also  those  responsible 
for  the  content  of  articles  and  pro- 
grammes should  be  aware  that  there 
was  a  Press  officer  within  their  area 
from  whom  they  could  receive  expert 
advice  on  any  pharmaceutical  matter. 

In  discussion  one  member  present  put 
up  the  suggestion  that,  when  a  local 
branch  appointed  a  Press  officer,  his 
or  her  name  should  be  included  in 
published  lists  of  branch  officers. 

Mr.  T.  Turner,  Cardiff,  said  that 
while  Tees-side  Branch  could  be  proud 
of  having  engendered  the  Society"s 
"code  of  ethics,"  Cardiff  Branch  was 
correspondingly  frustrated  that  its  sug- 
gestion of  an  Associateship  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  pharma- 
ceutical students  had  been  regarded  as 
creating  two  classes  of  pharmacist  and 
never  been  acted  upon — Mr.  Grosset 
said  Cardiff  members  would  be  wrong 
to  think  the  Council  had  done  nothing 
about  the  suggestion:  it  had  been  ac- 
tive in  trying  to  marry  the  two  ideas. 
Branches  should  do  everything  possible 
to  rope  in  the  students.  He  thought  the 
schools  could  help. 

Problems  of  Post-graduate  Year 

Dr.  A.  J.  Cook,  Cardiff,  asked  if  the 
Council  had  ever  thought  of  organising 
as  a  section  for  the  discussion  of 
mutual  problems  the  pharmacists  who 
supervised  the  students  in  their  post- 
graduate practical  year.  The  reply  was 
"Not  yet."  In  Stirling  a  scheme  along 
those  lines  had  been  embarked  upon 
but  the  response  had  not  been  good. 


On  removing  to  a  different  branch 
area,  another  member  complained,  he 
had  had  no  communication  either  from 
the  branch  or  from  the  Society.  Mr. 
Grosset,  having  been  given  the  name 
of  the  branch  into  whose  area  the 
member  had  moved,  realised  that  it 
was  a  branch  that  was  moribund,  and 
said  that  a  minimum  number  of  mem- 
bers was  necessary  if  a  branch  was  to 
function  properly  but  a  member  of  the 
Society  could,  if  he  wished,  opt  to  join 
a  branch  in  a  neighbouring  area. 

Insufficient  Grant 

Mr.  E.  R.  W.  David  (Mid-Glamor- 
gan Branch)  said  it  was  not  easy  for 
a  small  branch  to  revive.  The  grant  was 
not  enough.  More  money  was  needed  to 
attract  people  to  attend.  Mr.  Grosset 
said  an  analysis  currently  being  carried 
out  might  suggest  a  redistribution  of 
the  capitation  fee. 

Mr.  J.  S.  James,  Aberystwyth,  said 
he  came  from  an  area  where  members 
seemed  to  be  regarded  as  barren  backs- 
woodsmen.  The  branch  had  only  thirty 
members,  was  not  near  a  university 
centre  with  a  pharmacy  department  or 
to  another  town,  and  had  had  only  one 
speaker  from  the  Society.  Such 
branches  needed  more  help.  The  So- 
ciety, said  Mr.  Grosset,  had  recog- 
nised the  need  by  establishing  a  series 
of  tape-recorded  lectures  (Mr.  James: 
"We've  had  all  four").  The  Society's 
list  of  speakers  would  henceforth  in- 
clude a  speaker  in  the  veterinary  and 
agricultural  field. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Evans,  Cardiff,  considered 
the  Society's  democratic  processes 
"feeble."  Members  were  unenthusiastic 
because  they  were  not  involved.  The 
postal  ballot  should  be  abandoned  in 


favour  of  "physical"  elections  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  Branch  Representatives' 
motions  acceptable  to  the  Council 
paper  should  be  so  marked  but  left 
on  the  order  paper  and  not  debated. 
Mr.  Grosset  replied  that  he,  for  one, 
would  not  like  to  be  a  "regional"  Coun- 
cil member. 

Mr.  Turner  pointed  out  that  stu- 
dents were  compelled  to  "scratch 
around"  for  a  post-graduate  place.  Was 
there  any  hope  of  making  the  arrange- 
ment part  of  the  educational  system 
with,  perhaps,  a  grant?  Mr.  Grosset's 
reply  pointed  out  that  the  present  eco- 
nomic climate  made  difficult  a  sand- 
wich-type course,  a  development  which 
Professor  Cook  later  asked  should 
be  further  investigated. 

FILM  PRICES 
Uplift  by  Agfa-Gevaert,  Ltd. 

THE  size  of  the  price  increases  in 
their  films  has  now  been  decided  by 
Agfa-Gevaert,  Ltd.,  Brentford,  Middle- 
sex. From  January  17  black  and  white 
films,  and  black  and  white  colour 
paper,  were  increased  by  approximately 
7i  per  cent.;  roll  and  miniature  colour 
film  by  approximately  5  per  cent.;  and 
cine  colour  film  by  approximately  10 
per  cent. 

N.H.S.  STATISTICS 

In  Bury  during  September  1967 
37,960  prescriptions  (24,667  forms)  were 
dispensed  at  a  total  cost  of  £18,999 
(average  1201 2d.  per  prescription). 

In  Huddersfieid  during  September 
1967  59,985  prescriptions  (37,535  forms) 
were  dispensed.  Total  cost  was  £36,101 
(144  44d.  per  prescription). 


EXAMINATION  RESULTS 

Successful  Part  III  candidates 


IN  the  recent  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  Qualifying  examina- 
tion (Part  III)  the  following  candidates  satisfied  the 
examiners  in  the  subjects  indicated  (a  =  pharmaceutics  II; 
b  =  pharmaceutics  III;  c  = 
ceutical  chemistry  III). 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 
BRADFORD 
Bowker,  N.  F.,  Manchester  (d) 
Donnai,    J.,    Solihull  (d) 
Foster,   J.    H.,    Halifax  (b) 
Holt,   C.   J.,   Huddersfieid  (a) 
Lawton,  Helen  M.,  Bradford  (d) 
Picker sgill,  G.  F.,  Leeds  (b) 
Scoular,    W.    D.,    Liverpool  (a) 
Smith,  J.  P.,  Louth  (a) 
Todd,  I.  G.,  Burnley  (a) 

CARDIFF 
Barker,  J.   P.,  Bristol  (c) 
Black,  B.  E.,  Forest  Gate  (a,d) 
Douglas,  G.  H..  Wolverhampton 

(a) 

Johns,    G.    V.,    Swansea  (a,c) 
Kerr,   A.   W.,   Bristol  (c,d) 
Okafor,     E.     C,  Walthamstow 

(a,b) 
PjtlCE,    E.  J 

Rogers,  C 
(a.b.d) 

Rosser,  Sylvia  J.,  Neath  (a) 
Shlppard,   A..   Aberbeeg  (c.d) 
Thomas.  I.  G.,  Neath  (b,d) 
Walters,   T.    H.,   Swansea  (a) 


Ebbw  Vale  (c) 
M.    K.,  Llandeilo 


LEICESTER 
Cawdell,  G.  A. 
Charles,  R.  G., 


Kettering  (c) 
Leicester  (b,c) 


pharmacology;  d  =  pharma- 

Graham,    G.    M.,    Haverhill  (c) 
Faleiro,   S.    R.,   Leicester  (c) 
Hall,  R.  S.,  Leicester  (c) 
Lalani,  M.  A.  P.,  Leicester  (b,c) 
Leggett,   Karen  A.,   Chester  Le 

Street  (c,d) 
Mossop,  J.,   Great  Harwood  (d) 
Smith,  M.  S.,  Sheffield  (d) 
Smyth,    J.    K..    Stony  Stratford 
a,b) 

Stanton,  F.,  Leicester  (a,b,c,d) 
Twemlow,  G.,  Welford  (c) 

LIVERPOOL 

Abrahams,  S.  J.,  Whitefield  (a) 
Beldon,  D.  M.,  Liverpool  (d) 
Cohen,  Susan  S.,  Liverpool  (a,b) 
Duffy,  H.  S.  G.,  Maghull  (c) 
Emery,  Vivien,  Ormskirk  (a.b.c.d) 
Griffiths,  I.  S.,  Leasowe  (a,c) 
Kellner,  D.  L.,  Wallasey  (a,b,c) 
Roots,    Jennifer   A.,    Pensby  (c) 

PORTSMOUTH 
Brick,  S.  I.,  Finsbury  Park  (b) 
Gemmell,    Valerie    M.,  Bourne- 
mouth (a) 
Lakanu.    A.    B.,    Sunderland  (a) 
Odulate,    W.    A.,  Newcastle-on- 

Tyne  (b) 
Patel,  C.  R.,  Sunderland  (a.b) 
Patel,    G.   J.,   Paignton  (a) 


Shephard,   I.   C,   Margate  (a) 
White,   M.    R.    B.,    15,,^,  (^,d) 

SUNDERLAND 
Addleman,  D.  S..  Leeds  (a,b) 
Ali,  Gous.  Sunderland  (a) 
Arole,  N.  O.  A..  Sunderland  (b) 
Assad.  A.  M.,  Sunderland  (a,b,c) 
Baker,  L.  S.  R.,  Hull  (c,d) 
Brook,  Marilyn,  West  Hartlepool 

(a,d) 

Darsley,  Lynn  M.,  Gosforth  (a) 
Davison,  A.  M.,  Newcastle  (c) 
Dobbs,  D.  E..  Hull  (a) 
Finney,  I.  D.,  Middlewich  (c,d) 
Hussain,  A.  A..  Sunderland  (a) 
Hussain,  M.  M.  A.,  Sunderland 
(a) 

Jethwa,  R.  R.   K.,  Leeds  (a) 
Liddle,  J.  F.,  Durham  (a.b) 
Newton,   P.   J.   I..   Rothwell  (b) 
Ocero,  H.  M.  N.,  Knightsbridge 

(c) 

Odumodo,  J.  O..  Sunderland  (c) 
Oladeinde,  Patience  O.,  Maryle- 

bone  (a,b,c) 
Paraskevas,    J.    A.,  Sunderland 

<b,c) 

Patel,  N.,  Sunderland  (c) 
Patel,  R.  B.,  Sunderland  (b.c) 
Ramsey,  Phyllis  E.  A.,  Stockton- 
on-Tees  (a,b,c) 
Ruparell,  C,  H.,  Sunderland  (a,c) 
Sendall.   P..   West  Boldon  (b) 
Shah,   B.   N.   V..  Golders  Green 
(b) 

Shariff,  M.  S.,  Sunderland  (a,b,c) 
Shukla,  J.   S.,   Hull  (b) 


Suuwola,  O.  A.,  Sunderland  (b) 
Taylor,  G.   H.  C,  Colwyn  Bay 

(c)  • 

White,    J.,    Bristol  (a,d) 

SCOTLAND 
ABERDEEN 
Anderson,   J.    D..    Aberdeen  (a) 
Ayton,    Louise    E.,    Brechin  (d) 
Brown,   I.   S.,   Perth  (b.c) 
Davidson,   J..   Aberdeen  (c) 
Gordon,    R..   Aberdeen  (b,c) 
Horsfall,  J.  M.,  Huddersfieid  (b) 
Shearer,   P.   W.,   Buckie  (c) 
Sinclair,    D.    W.,    Cupar  (c) 

EDINBURGH 
Aitkenhead,  Julia  A.  M.,  Wick 

(d) 

Bavalia,  J.  M.,  Edinburgh  (a) 
Blount,  N.  G.,  Dumfries  (b) 
Campbell,  Dorothy  H.,  Edinburgh 

(c,d) 

Cumming,  Margaret  M.,  Edin- 
burgh (b) 

Hilton,  P.  F.,  Newton  Le  Willows 
(a,b) 

Mc  Ghie,  Helen  C,  Edinburgh 
(d) 

McGregor,   R.  A.,   Menstrie  (a) 
OmIniabohs,   Florentus  E.,  Edin- 
burgh (b) 
Orr,  Elizabeth  H.,  Currie  (c.d) 
Ritchie,  Margaret  E.,  Edinburgh 
(c) 

Ross,    A.    MacG.    MacK.,  Edin- 
burgh (b,d) 
Stevenson,    R.    S..    Penicuik  (a) 
Yeaman,  Willa  L.,  Edinburgh  (c) 
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—  are  you  r 

THE  League  of  Ovaltineys  is  giving  joy  to  many 
thousands  of  children  all  over  the  country.  There 
are  secret  high-signs,  signals  and  a  mysterious  code 
which  are  known  only  to  Ovaltineys. 
The  League  has  been  formed  by  the  makers  of 
'Ovaltine' — the  supreme  tonic  food  beverage — to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  and  health  of  children  everywhere. 
Parents  welcome  the  League  because  they  appreciate 
its  objects  and  the  great  benefits  which  '  Ovaltine  ' 
confers  on  the  well-being  of  their  children. 

BOYS  AND  GIRLS  !  Join  the 
LEAGUE  OF  OVALTINEYS  TO-DAY 

Send  a  postcard  to-day  to  THE  CHIEF 
OVALTINEY,  The  'Ovaltine'  Factory  (Dept.  35). 
King's  Langley,  Herts,  asking  for  the  Official  Rule 
\       Book  and  full  details  of  the  League.  / 


DO  YOU  REMEMBER  THIS? 

It  was  one  of  the  early  advertisements  for  the  League  of 
Ovaltineys 

Between  1935  and  1955  five  million  children  joined  the 

league  of  Ovaltineys  ...Now  read  on 
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NOW,  IN  1968,  WE'RE 
BRINGING  IT  BACK  IN  A  BIG, 
EXCITING  NEW  WAY  CALLED 


Ovaltiners 
Club 

Aimed  at  the  children  of  today   with  the  big  brand 
advertising  you  expect  from  the  big  food  drink. 

Look  for  lively  "Ovaltiners  Club"  coverage  in 
1  968's  top  magazines  for  modern  boys  and  girls: 

BUSTER...  VALIANT..  .JUNE  AND  SCHOOL  FRIEND  .. . 
LION  ..  .TIGER  AND  HURRICANE...  BUNTY  . . .  JUDY  . . . 
MANDY  . . .  VICTOR  . . .  T.V.  21  . . .  T.V.  TORNADO 

IT'S  ANOTHER  POWERFUL  SELLING  LINK  IN 
THE  FULLY  COMPREHENSIVE  SALES  COVERAGE 
FOR  THE  NUMBER  ONE  FOOD  DRINK. 

Your  Ovaltine  representative  will  give  you  full  details  of  the 
sales  building  possibilities  of  the  new  "Ovaltiners  Club." 

AN  INVITATION!  TO  MAKE  YOUR  CHILDREN 
FREE  FOUNDER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  OVALTINERS 
CLUB  PLEASE  COMPLETE  THIS  COUPON 


To:  The  Ovaltiners  Club, 

99  Park  Lane,  London  W.1 

/  wish  to  join  The  Ovaltiners  Club 

Please  write  in  CAPITAL  letters 


NAME 


Free  Founder 
Membership  Form 


FULL  ADDRESS.. 


CD 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 


J 
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IN  PARLIAMENT 


By  a  Member  of  the  Press 

DURING  the  debate  on  the  Consumer 
Protection  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  January  22,  Lord  Drumalbyn 
moved  an  amendment  to  remove  the 
provision  in  the  Bill  making  it  an 
offence  to  give  a  false  indication  that 
the  price  at  which  goods  were  offered 
was  equal  to  or  less  than  that  at  which 
goods  of  the  same  description  were 
being  offered  by  others. 

It  was  better,  he  said,  to  keep  the 
clause  to  what  was  believed  to  be  en- 
forceable. Lord  Brown  (Minister  of 
State,  Board  of  Trade)  said  the  Bill 
could  not  be  left  as  it  stood  and  it  was 
best  to  accept  the  amendment,  though 
it  would  be  unsatisfactory  simply  to 
accept  it  without  the  prospect  of  further 
adding  to  the  clause  later.  The  Amend- 
ment was  agreed. 

Lord  Brown  moved  an  amendment 
to  restrict  the  power  of  enforcement 
officers.  There  would,  he  said,  no  lon- 
ger be  a  right  to  inspect  books  on  a 
routine  visit  of  inspection  or  spot  check. 
The  power  would  be  restricted  to  cases 
where  the  officer  had  reasonable  cause 
to  suspect  that  an  offence  had  been 
committed.  The  amendment  was  agreed 

Mercury  Batteries 

Mr.  L.  A.  Pavitt  asked  the  Mini- 
ster of  Technology  on  January  17  if 
he  would  refer  the  increase  in  the 
price  of  mercury  hearing  aid  batteries 
from  Is.  lOd.  to  2s.  9d.  to  the  National 
Board  for  Prices  and  Incomes.  Mr. 
Anthony  Wedgwood  Benn  (Minister 
of  Technology)  said  he  was  considering 
that  possibility. 


Gallery,  House  of  Commons 

Mr.  Pavitt  asked  the  Minister  of 
Health  if  he  would  import  mercury 
batteries  for  use  in  the  hospital  "bleep 
system"  in  view  of  the  recent  78  per 
cent,  increase  in  price  in  some  of  the 
batteries. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Robinson  (Minister 
of  Health)  pointed  out  that  the  patent 
rights  affecting  the  manufacture  of 
mercury  batteries  had  expired  and  hos- 
pital authorities  were  free  to  purchase 
their  requirements  from  the  most 
favourable  source. 

Clinical  Thermometers 

Mr.  Eldon  Griffiths  asked  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  January  17  what 
was  his  policy  concerning  the  use  of 
thermometers  of  foreign  manufacture 
in  National  Health  Service  Hospitals. 
Mr.  Robinson  replied  "I  have  advised 
hospitals  to  buy  clinical  thermometers 
which  bear  the  British  Standards  Kite- 
mark.  No  foreign  manufacture  is  at 
present  licensed  to  use  this  Kitemark." 

Exports  to  Greece 

Mr.  Pavitt  asked  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  January  22 
what  arrangements  he  had  made  with 
the  Greek  Government  following  the 
decree  dated  November  22.  1967,  affec- 
ting British  exports  of  pharmaceuticals. 

Mr.  Anthony  Crosland  (President, 
Board  of  Trade)  said  "Last  November 
a  representative  of  the  United  King- 
dom pharmaceutical  industry  discussed 
with  the  Greek  authorities  matters  aris- 
ing out  of  the  decree,"  he  added  "No 
action  by  me  is  called  for  at  this  stage." 


LEGAL  REPORTS 


Restrictive  Practices  Hearings 

The  Restrictive  Practices  Court  has 
fixed  November  4  as  date  for  a  hear- 
ing under  the  Resale  Prices  Act,  1964, 
involving  small  bathroom  scales,  and 
January  20,  1969,  for  the  hearing  of 
a  consolidated  action  involving  price 
maintenance  of  photographic  equip- 
ment. Mr.  R.  A.  Barr,  for  the  Regis- 
trar of  Restrictive  Trading  Agreements, 
said  the  only  respondent  in  a  refer- 
ence to  the  court  of  weighing 
machinery  was  now  the  Prestige  Group. 
During  October  1967  the  court  had 
made  a  final  order  refusing  to  exempt 
weighing  machinery,  except  bathroom 
scales,  from  the  Resale  Prices  Act. 
Since  the  reference  now  involved  only 
one  class  of  goods,  and  there  was  only 
one  respondent,  the  hearing  should  be 
completed  within  two  weeks.  In  arrang- 
ing the  photographic  hearing  the  court 
agreed  to  the  consolidation  into  one  of 
two  references,  involving  photographic 
cameras  and  film  and  miscellaneous 
photographic  equipment. 

Alleged  Passing  Off 

An  allegation  that  Bristol  Pharma- 
ceutical Co.,  Ltd.,  Albemarle  Street, 
London,  W.l,  was  "trying  to  ride  on 
the  goodwill"  of  the  Bristol-Myers 
group  was  made  by  counsel  in  the 
High  Court,  London,  on  January  23. 
Bristol-Myers  Co.,  New  York,  U.S.A.  an 
American  corporation,  and  its  English 


subsidiaries,  Bristol  Laboratories,  Ltd., 
Hounslow  Road,  Feltham,  Middlesex, 
and  Bristol-Myers,  Co.,  Ltd.,  Stone- 
field  Way,  South  Ruislip,  Middlesex, 
applied  for  interlocutory  orders 
restraining  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Co., 
Ltd.,  from  carrying  on  in  the  United 
Kingdom  any  business  in  pharmaceuti- 
cal goods  under  a  corporate  or  business 
title  comprising  the  word  "Bristol," 
and  from  advertising  or  selling  pharma- 
ceutical goods  by  reference  to  the 
word  "Bristol"  or  similar  name  so  as 
to  lead  to  their  goods  being  passed  off 
as  Bristol-Myers'  goods.  They  also 
asked  for  injunctions  restraining  Bristol 
Pharmaceutical  Co.  from  infringing  the 
American  company's  registered  trade 
marks  Pristacin  and  Bristamin  by  the 
use  of  an  unregistered  mark  Bristacyn. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Lloyd,  Q.C.,  for  the  Bristol- 
Myers  group,  told  Mr.  Justice  Plow- 
man that  they  had  used  the  words 
"Bristol,"  "Bristol  Laboratories"  and 
"Bristol-Myers"  for  pharmaceuticals 
for  many  years  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  use  of  the  corporate  title  Bristol 
Pharmaceutical  Co.  in  the  same  field 
was  likely  to  cause  confusion  or 
deceive.  The  Bristol-Myers  Co.,  which 
was  founded  by  a  man  named  Bristol, 
had  a  world-wide  reputation  and,  with 
Bristol  Laboratories,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  1956,  was  internation- 
ally famous  for  antibiotic  products. 
The  three  plaintiff  companies  claimed 
the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of  the 


word  "Bristol"  in  relation  to  pharma- 
ceutical products  marketed  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  Bristol  Pharma- 
ceutical Co.  was  incorporated  in  1962, 
apparently  adopting  the  word  "Bristol" 
because  at  the  time  a  proposed  agent 
lived  in  that  city.  The  company  had 
no  connection  with  Bristol.  Bristol- 
Myers  were  not  aware  until  January 
1967  that  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Co. 
intended  to  market  an  antibiotic  under 
the  name  Bristacyn,  which  was 
phonetically  almost  identical  with  their 
trade  marks  and  differed  little  in 
spelling.  They  had  lengthy  negotiations 
with  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Co.  over 
the  use  of  the  name  "Bristol"  but  with- 
out result.  It  appeared  that  the  defen- 
dant company  intended  to  continue 
more  resolutely  in  the  pharmaceutical 
field,  and  that  would  be  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  Bristol-Myers  group  and, 
possibly,  to  the  danger  of  the  public. 
For  Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Co.,  sworn 
evidence  by  Mr.  Ellis  Seillon  (man- 
aging executive  of  the  company)  was 
read.  In  it  he  said  that  his  company 
had  sold  in  this  country  tetracycline 
hydrochloride  under  the  name  Brista- 
cyn since  1962  and  had  built  up  a 
valuable  export  trade.  He  denied  that 
his  company's  name  was  adopted  to 
profit  from  the  reputation  of  ihe 
Bristol-Myers  group  or  for  passing  off 
his  company's  products  as  those  of 
Bristol-Myers.  His  company  had  been 
trading  under  its  name  long  before 
Bristol  Laboratories  started  in  1965 
widely  to  advertise  its  products  in 
association  with   the  word  "Bristol." 

An  Application  to  "Rectify" 

Mr.  Seillon  said  he  had  searched 
through  copies  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  for  the  past  five-and-a-half 
years  but  had  failed  to  find  reference 
to  any  of  the  Bristol-Myers  six 
registered  United  Kingdom  trade 
marks.  His  company  had  applied  to 
rectify  the  trade  marks  register  by  the 
deletion  of  the  Bristol-Myers  entries 
on  the  ground  of  non-use.  It  had  also 
applied  to  register  the  mark  Bristacyn. 
Mr.  Seillon  said  that,  in  discussions 
with  the  plaintiffs,  he  had  stated  that 
his  company  was  prepared  to  change 
its  name,  but  not  without  a  proper 
sum  being  paid  for  the  goodwill  it 
represented.  His  company's  goods  had 
a  high  reputation,  and  any  injunction 
would  seriously  injure  its  goodwill, 
which  had  been  built  up  by  years  of 
honest  trading.  If  confusion  were 
caused,  it  would  be  by  the  plaintiffs' 
adoption  in  1965  of  the  mark  "Bristol" 
and  their  belated  attempt  to  monopolise 
the  word.  The  hearing  was  adjourned. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  year's  figures  in  parentheses 

CHAS.  PFIZER  &  CO.,  INC.— Sales 
in  1967  totalled  $637'8m.  ($62L7m.) 
and  earnings,  $58'3m.  ($616m.). 

J.  R.  GEIGY,  A.G.— Dividend  is 
being  increased  from  Sw.  Frs.  36  to 
Sw.  Frs.  40  per  share.  Turnover  for 
1967  rose  by  17  per  cent,  to  Sw.  Fr. 
2,330  million. 

ELI  LILLY  &  CO.,  Indianapolis, 
U.S.A.  —  Estimated  1 967  sales 
amounted  to  4084  million  or  £107-2 
million.  Consolidated  world-wide  sales 
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in  that  year  were  1 1  per  cent,  higher 
than  reported  in  1966.  Net  income 
reached  a  new  record  of  £22-3  million. 

DISTILLERS  CO.,  LTD.— The  com- 
pany has  accepted  an  offer  by  Dow 
Chemical,  A.G.,  to  purchase  its  share 
of  Distrene,  Ltd.  When  Distrene  was 
formed  in  June  1954,  Distillers  owned 
55  per  cent,  of  the  shares  and  Dow 
45  cent.  In  1963  the  Dow  share  was 
increased  to  50  per  cent.  Two  months 
ago  Dow  vetoed  a  plan  of  the  Distil- 
lers Co.  to  sell  their  holding  in  Dis- 
trene to  B.P.  Chemicals,  Ltd.,,  who 
about  a  year  ago  took  over  most  of  the 
chemical  activities  of  Distillers  Co. 

FARBWERKE  HOECHST,  A.G., 
Frankfurt,  West  Germany. — World 
sales  increased  by  about  12  per  cent,  to 
DM6,53()m.  in  1967,  including  tor  the 
first  time  Reichhold  Chemie,  acquired 
during  the  year.  The  chairman  (Mr. 
K.  Winnacker)  expects  the  figure  to 
increase  at  about  the  same  rate.  Several 
factors  prevented  the  1967  increase 
from  bringing  a  proportional  rise  in 
gross  profit,  but  the  board  is  optimistic 
about  the  current  year.  Professor 
Walter  Hallstein  (former  chairman, 
European  Common  Market  Commis- 
sion) has  been  elected  to  the  super- 
visory board. 

Voluntary  Liquidations 

B.  F.  CONSTABLE  (CHEMISTS), 
LTD.,  102  Barlow  Moor  Road,  Man- 
chester, 20. — At  a  recent  meeting  of 
creditors  it  was  stated  that  the  com- 
pany's failure  was  due  to  the  decline 
which  started  in  1963  when  the  area 
around  their  previous  premises  (adja- 
cent to  a  doctor's  surgery),  began  to 
be  redeveloped.  An  approximate  state- 
ment of  affairs  disclosed  liabilities  of 
£5.736,  of  which  £2,775  was  owing  to 
trade  creditors  and  £2,961  in  respect 
of  loans.  Assets  were  estimated  to  pro- 
duce £380,  leaving  a  deficiency  of 
£5,356  as  regards  creditors.  The  loan 
claims  were  due  to  the  directors  and  in 
reply  to  a  question  it  was  agreed  the 
claims  would  be  withdrawn.  Mr.  L.  H. 
Shipton,  of  Poppleton  &  Appleby, 
C.A.,  31  Lloyd  Street,  Manchester,  2, 
was  appointed  liquidator. 

BLUE  CROSS  CHEMISTS,  LTD., 
12a  Well  Court,  Queen  Street,  London, 
E.C.4,  carrying  on  business  at  Ayles- 
bury, Chesham,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Luton,  High  Wycombe,  Reading. 
Maidenhead.  Houghton  Regis  and 
Slough.  —  A  deficiency  of  £11,222  was 
shown  in  the  statement  of  affairs  of 
the  company  at  a  meeting  of  creditors 
held  in  London  on  January  16.  Un- 
secured liabilities  amounted  to  £65,805, 
including  £57,135  owing  to  trade  credi- 
tors. Assets  of  a  book  value  of  £64,189 
were  estimated  to  realise  £61,713,  less 
£7,130  due  to  preferential  creditors, 
leaving  net  assets  of  £54,583,  subject  to 
the  costs  of  liquidation.  The  company, 
which  had  an  issued  share  capital  of 
£15,000,  was  formed  in  May  1961  under 
the  name  of  Badenlock,  Ltd.,  the  title 
being  changed  in  August  1963.  In  1967 
the  company  suffered  a  drop  in  profit 
due  partly  to  the  introduction  of  selec- 
tive employment  tax  and  partly  to 
salary  revisions  given  in  the  previous 
year.  The  revisions  were  necessary  to 
maintain   qualified   managers'  salaries 
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at  a  sufficient  level  to  hold  them  in  the 
company's  employ.  Since  July  1967 
the  company  had  been  operating  under 
a  moratorium  arrangement  with  credi- 
tors but  recently  an  informal  com- 
mittee decided  that  the  company  would 
have  to  be  wound-up  and  that  attempts 
be  made  to  sell  the  various  shops.  Mr. 
R.  P.  Booth,  F.C.A.,  1  Wardrobe  Place, 
Car'er  Lane,  London,  E.C.4,  was  ap- 
pointed liquidator. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

MACDONALD  &  SON  have 
transferred  their  London  office  to 
16  Bryanston  Street,  Marble  Arch, 
W.l  (telephone  01-486  3432). 

APPOINTMENTS 

Directors 

SMITH  &  NEPHEW  ASSOCIATED 
COMPANIES,  LTD.— Mr.  S.  N.  Steen 
has  been  appointed  chairman-designate. 

BOWATER  -  SCOTT  CORPORA- 
TION, LTD.— Mr.  Frank  M.  O'Brien 
has  been  appointed  managing  director; 
Mr.  Petes"  Haddon,  director  of  opera- 
tions; and  Mr.  Norman  Harvey,  direc- 
tor of  services  and  development. 
B.D.H.  GROUP,  LTD.— Mr.  A.  E. 

been   appointed  chairman. 

Mr.  Bide  is 
a  director  of 
Glaxo  Group, 
Ltd.,  and  chair- 
rr1  i  of  sub- 
sidiary com- 
panies, Glaxo 
Labor  atories, 
Ltd.,  and  Evans 
Medical,  Ltd. 
In  addition  he 
is  deputy  chair- 
man, Vestric, 
Ltd. 

Executives 

PHARMACIA  (GREAT  BRITAIN), 
LTD..  have  appointed  Mr.  B.  Pearson, 
sales  manager,  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Jacobs, 
field  sales  supervisor. 

W.  W.  HAFFENDEN.  LTD.,  have 
appointed  Mr.  R.  Allan  their  home 
sales  manager  in  succession  to  Mr.  A. 
Mound.  Mr.  Allan  will  also  act  as 
home  sales  manager  to  Haffenden- 
Roxy,  Ltd..  and  will  be  appointed  to 
the  board  of  that  company. 

THOMAS  MORSON  &  SON.  LTD., 
have  appointed  Mr.  W.  A.  Nesbitt, 
M.I. Ex.,  their  sales  manager.  Mr.  Nes- 
bitt has  been  with  company  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  the  last  twelve  as  export 
manager. 

Representatives 

E.  C.  DE  WITT  &  CO..  LTD.,  in 
association  with  Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd., 
have  appointed  Mr.  J.  Lees  their  Scot- 
tish representative  following  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  J.  A.  Squair. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR.  GEORGE  LIGHTFOOT, 
M.P.S.,  was  presented  with  a  pair  of 
silver  candlesticks  recently  following 
his  retirement  after  seventeen  years  as 
chairman  and  director  of  Ridley 
(Wholesale  Chemists),  Ltd.,  Carlisle. 


MISS  M.  W.  WATSON,  White- 
haven Road.  Cleator  Moor,  Cumber- 
land, has  received  the  congratulations 
of  the  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  on  complet- 
ing fifty  years  as  a  pharmacist.  Miss 
Watson  served  her  apprenticeship  at 
the  Central  Pharmacy,  Cleator  Moor, 
and  worked  there  for  forty-two  years, 
being  the  proprietress  for  all  but  ten 
years  and  retiring  twelve  years  ago 
because  of  ill  health.  When  she  quali- 
fied in  1918  Miss  Watson  was  the 
second  woman  in  Cumberland  to  do  so. 

MR.  H.  M.  SHEARD  (field  manager, 
Geigy  (U.K.),  Ltd.,  pharmaceuticals 
division),  has  spent  his  career  since 
1945  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry, 
first  on  the  retail  and  then  on  the 
manufacturing  side.  He  joined  his  pre- 
sent company  in  1953  and  was  pro- 
moted to  his  present  position  in  1960. 
A  member  of  the  Institute  of  Market- 
ing since  1958,  he  has  served  on  the 
branch  executive  committee  since  1963 
as  programme  convener  and  then  as 
vice-chairman.  During  his  period  as 
chairman  of  the  1966-67  session  an 
invitation  was  forwarded  to  the  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  to  be  present  at  their 
annual  dinner.  The  Duke  was  unable 
to  attend  that  year  but  has  signified  his 
intention  to  be  present  at  the  next 
dinner  on  May  1. 

MR.  E.  J.  DOWNING,  M.P.S., 
B.Pharm.,  A.C.I.S.,  secretary  of  the 
Pharmacy  Assistants  Training  Board 
and  an  assistant  secretary  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  has 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  sub- 
committee for  the  general  certificate 
in  distribution  which  is  to  report  to 
the  distribution  review  committee  of 
the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  In- 
stitute on  the  structure  of  examina- 
tions and  courses  for  assistants  in 
distribution.  The  work  of  the  sub- 
committee is  concerned  with  the  revi- 
sion of  the  certificate  in  retailing  to 
take  into  account  the  wider  aspects  of 
distribution  as  a  whole.  The  subcom- 
mittee will  also  be  studying  the  train- 
ing proposals  for  pharmacy  assistants. 

DEATHS 

ABDULLAH.  —  On  November  4, 
1967,  Mr.  Mohammed  Daud  Abdullah, 
M.P.S.,  National  Family  Planning 
Board,  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia.  Mr. 
Abdullah  qualified  in  1963. 

ALLNUTT.— On  January  14,  Mr. 
David  Aston  Allnutt,  aged  fifty-seven. 
Since  joining  Smith  Kline  &  French 
Laboratories,  Ltd.,  in  1956  Mr.  Allnutt 
had  conducted  courses  for  public 
speaking  for  both  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  and  the  British 
Veterinary  Association,  in  addition  to 
helping  in  the  training  of  medical 
representatives. 

BARDON— On  January  2,  Mr. 
William  Bradshaw  Bardon,  M.P.S.,  15 
Wyndways  Drive,  Flint  Hill,  Dipton, 
co.  Durham.  Mr.  Bardon  qualified  in 
1936. 

COLBORNE— On  January  2,  Miss 
Kathleen  Colborne,  M.P.S.,  Clifton, 
Fourth  Avenue,  Frinton-on-Sea,  Essex. 
Miss  Colborne  qualified  in  1921. 

CORNFOOT.— On  December  25, 
1967,  Mr.  Frederick  George  Cornfoot, 
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M.P.S.,  11  Milton  Close,  Canterbury, 
Kent.    Mr.  Cornfoot  qualified  in  1921. 

DART.— On  January  5,  Mr.  William 
Cedwyn  Dart,  M.P.S.,  30  Vaughan 
Avenue,  Llandaff,  Cardiff.  Mr.  Dart 
qualified  in  1933. 

DENNIS.— On  January  7,  Mr. 
William  George  Dennis,  12  Meadway, 
Andrew  Lane,  High  Street,  Stockport, 
Ches.  Mr.  Dennis  qualified  in  1921 
and  retired  in  1957. 

DOUGLAS.— On  December  19, 
1967,  Mr3.  Mary  Douglas,  M.P.S.,  17 
St.  Mary's  Road,  Prestwich,  Manches- 
ter.   Mrs.  Douglas  qualified  in  1936. 

FARRIMOND— On  January  1,  Mr. 
Harry  Horace  Farrimond,  M.P.S.,  68 
Moss  Road,  Orrell,  Wigan,  Lanes.  Mr. 
Farrimond  qualified  in  1911. 

FENTON.— On  January  6,  Mr 
Francis  E.  Fenton  (see  C.  &  D.,  Janu- 
ary 13,  p.  30).  Mr.  A.  Williams  (S.  A. 
Shepherd  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  writes:  It  is 
with  a  feeling  of  great  sadness  that  I 
pay  a  small  tribute  to  Mr.  Fenton,  who 
died  so  suddenly.  My  association  with 
Frank  was,  no  doubt,  of  much  shorter 
duration  than  that  of  many  of  his 
other  friends,  extending  over  a  period 
of  some  sixteen  years  only.  In  that 
time,  however,  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  experiencing  a  cheerful,  considerate 
and  essentially  "human"  character.  He 
joined  Brome  &  Schimmer,  Ltd.,  as  a 
boy  and  apart  from  a  period  of  ser- 
vice in  the  Royal  Navy  during  the 
1939-45  war  had  been  with  them  for 
nearly  forty  years.  During  that  time 
he  had  obtained  a  wealth  of  knowledge 
in  the  field  of  botanical  drugs,  herbs 
and  spices  and  I  feel  sure  that  he  will 
be  sadly  missed,  both  by  the  company 
where  he  was  their  popular  sales  mana- 
ger (he  was  also  a  director  of  Sparks 
White  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  and  by  his  many 
other  friends  throughout  the  country. 
Mr.  Fenton  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
and  all  who  knew  Frank  will  wish  to 
express  their  sympathy  in  her  bereave- 
ment. 

HURST.— On  January  6,  Mr.  John 
Hulme  Hurst,  M.P.S.,  The  Pharmacy, 
Silverdale,  Carnforth,  Lanes.  Mr. 
Hurst  qualified  in  1938. 

IZZARD.— Recently,  Mr.  Frank 
Izzard,  M.P.S.,  29  Slaney  Street, 
Gloucester,  manager  of  the  Gloucester 
branch  of  Timothy  Whites  &  Taylors, 
Ltd.,  aged  sixty-one.  Mr.  Izzard  quali- 
fied in  1929,  going  to  Gloucester  thir- 
tenn  years  ago.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

MACGREGOR  —  On  January  1, 
Mr.  John  Macgregor,  M.P.S.,  6  Wood- 
burn  Place,  Grantown  -  on  -  Spey, 
Morays.  Mr.  Macgregor  qualified  in 
1926. 

MOORHOUSE  —  On  December  27, 
1967,  Mr.  Harry  Moorhouse,  M.P.S., 
Southdene,  12  St.  Mary's  Avenue,  Carl- 
ton Grange,  Batley,  Yorks.  Mr. 
Moorhouse  qualified  in  1921. 

PARKINSON.— Recently,  Mr.  Leslie 
Parkinson,  M.P.S.,  42  Duke  Street, 
Chelmsford,  Essex,  aged  sixty-one.  Mr. 
Parkinson  qualified  in  1928.  He  was  a 
former  chairman  of  the  Romford  and 
District  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  a  member  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  of  the  Essex 
Executive  Council. 


PHILLIPS.— At  Western  General 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  on  January  19, 
Mr.  John  Phillips,  M.P.S.,  6  Drylaw 
Grove,  Edinburgh,  aged  fifty-nine.  Mr. 
Phillips  joined  the  staff  of  Boots,  Ltd., 
Edinburgh,  on  leaving  school.  He 
qualified  in  1930.  For  some  years  he 
was  manager  of  the  Corstorphine 
branch,  Edinburgh,  but  transferred  to 
Bayswater,  London,  in  1947.  Because 
of  ill-health  he  returned  to  Edinburgh 
in  October  1967. 

RAWSON.— On  January  5,  Mr. 
Samuel  Rawson,  M.P.S.,  4  Eastern 
Avenue,  Burnley,  Lanes.  Mr.  Rawson 
qualified  in  1922. 

REEVE.— On  December  26,  1967, 
Mr.  William  Eric  Reeve,  M.P.S.,  72-74 
High  Street,  Bala,  Merioneths.  Mr. 
Reeve  qualified  in  1943. 

RUNCORN.— On  January  20,  Lord 
Runcorn,  aged  52.  Lord  Runcorn  was 
chairman  of  the 
Supplementary 
Benefits  Com- 
mission from 
1966  and  chair- 
man of  the 
National  Assist- 
ance Board 
1964  -  66.  He 
was  Member  of 
Parliament  for 
the  Runcorn 
Division,  1950- 
64.  In  January 
1957  he  was 
appointed  Min- 
ister of  Health,  but  had  to  resign 
owing  to  ill-health  in  September  of 
that  year. 

SIM. — On  October  13,  1967,  Mr. 
Cyril  Forbes  Clark  Sim,  M.P.S.,  21  St. 
Andrews  Road,  Maidstone,  Kent.  Mr. 
Sim  qualified  in  1915. 

SPEEDY.— On  December  18,  1967, 
Mr.  Norman  Speedy,  M.P.S.,  39  Spring 
Vale,  Whitby,  Yorks.  Mr.  Speedy 
qualified  in  1920. 

THOMSON.— On  January  18,  Mr 
Robert  Thomson,  19  Birch  Drive, 
Lenzie,  Kirkintilloch,  Glasgow.  Mr. 
Thomson  was  sales  representative  of 
Apothecaries  branch  of  Vestric,  Ltd., 
Glasgow,  S.5. 

WELLWOOD.  —  On  January  12, 
Mr.  Robert  Douglas  Wellwood,  M.P.S., 
17  Somerville  Drive,  Mount  Florida; 
Glasgow,  S.2.  Mr.  Wellwood  qualified 
in  1904. 


EXPANSION  PROJECTS 

WORK  is  under  way  on  the  con- 
struction of  new  premises  for  Ilford, 
Ltd's.,  wholly-owned  subsidiary  in  the 
United  States,  Ilford,  Inc.  Since  its 
formation  in  1956,  Ilford,  Inc.,  has 
been  located  on  the  west  side  of  Man- 
hattan. Work  is  now  in  progress  on  a 
3-acre  site  in  the  township  of  Para- 
mus,  about  thirty  minutes  by  car  from 

ew  York  City.  The  new  building 
occupies  an  area  of  over  40,000  sq. 
ft.  and  will  contain  a  two  story  execu- 
tive section  and  a  large  warehouse. 
Occupation  is  expected  by  June,  when 
customer  service  should  benefit  con- 
siderably, enhancing  still  further  the 
export  achievements  of  the  parent 
company. 

An  expansion  scheme  costing  over 
£250,000  is  under  way  at  Evans  Medi- 
cal, Ltd.,  Speke,  Liverpool,  24.  In  the 
pharmaceutical  manufacturing  division, 
the  mixtures  department  is  being  con- 
siderably extended,  and  because  of  the 
heavy  demand  on  the  virus  unit,  pro- 
ducing vaccines,  a  separate  tuberculin 
unit  has  recently  been  completed.  The 
manufacturing  capability  of  Evans 
Medical  Ltd.  has  been  substantially 
reorganised  and  expanded  to  facilitate 
its  new  role  as  a  major  production 
centre  for  other  companies  of  the 
Glaxo  group.  As  a  part  of  that  task 
one  of  the  company's  aims  in  1968 
will  be  to  manufacture  certain  vaccines 
(particularly  diphtheria,  tetanus  and 
veterinary  products)  on  behalf  of 
Glaxo  Laboratories.  A  reconstructed 
and  re-equipped  transfusion  depart- 
ment has  also  come  into  service  recent- 
ly to  meet  extra  demands  from 
hospitals. 

MANUFACTURERS' 
ACTIVITIES 

Mystery  Venue  for  Conference.  — 

The  sales  force  of  the  Bristol-Myers 
Co.,  Ltd.,  attended  a  three-day  sales 
conference  at  Sidmouth,  Devon,  recent- 
ly. Only  Mr.  R.  Howell  (managing 
director),  and  the  Bristol-Myers  mar- 
keting department  knew  the  location 
of  the  conference.  It  was  kept  a  sur- 
prise for  the  rest  of  the  fifty-four  dele- 
gates and  when  they  reached  Sidmouth, 
two  salesmen  realised  they  had  parked 
their  cars  within  five  miles  of  the  hotel 
before  going  to  London  to  join  the 
party. 


PRIZES  RECEIVED:  Left,  Mr.  C.  E.  Griffiths,  2  Church  Street,  Romsey,  Hants,  receives  his 
blue  glassware  prize  won  recently  in  a  contest  organised  by  the  Phillips,  Scott  &  Turner  Co., 
Surbiton,  Surrey.  With  him  is  Mr.  Brian  Phillips  (of  the  company).  Right,  Mr.  Reg  Nightingale 
(of  the  company)  at  the  handing-over  of  their  prize  to  Mr.  W.  E.  Rickus  and  Mrs.  Rickus,  The 
Pharmacy,  Middleton-on-Sea,  Sussex. 
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PACKAGING  NOTES 

Labels  for  Oily  Products.  —  Stain- 
preventing  labels  for  use  with  oily  pro- 
ducts are  made  possible  with  a  chemi- 
cal treatment  devised  by  Minnesota 
Mining  and  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd., 
3M  House,  Wigmore  Street,  London, 
W.l.  The  chemical  —  Scotchban  paper 
size  —  treats  each  fibre  and  becomes 
an  integrated  part  of  the  paper.  It  pro- 
vides built-in  protection  against  oil 
and  water  penetration. 

"Powder"  Range  Redesigned.  —  A 

new  range  of  "powder"  bottles,  having 
design,  weight  and  cost  advantages 
over  the  existing  range,  is  being  intro- 
duced by  United  Glass,  Ltd.,  Kingston 
Road,  Staines,  Middlesex.  The  new  de- 
sign (the  company's  first  in  this  range 
for  thirty-five  years)  is  claimed  both 
more  functional  and  more  attractive. 
Use  of  the  tougher  Titan  glass  enables 
the  bottles  to  be  made  about  20  per 
cent,  lighter  than  previously  without 


loss  of  strength.  The  design  change  and 
weight  reduction  give  in  turn  lower 
storage,  packaging  and  carriage  costs. 
Twelve  sizes  are  available,  1  oz.  to  32 
oz.,  eight  being  covered  by  British 
Standard  1679:  1965  (metric  capacities, 
although  marked,  are  considered  of 
little  significance  as  "powders"  are  usu- 
ally filled  by  weight,  or  units  of  tablets, 
etc.).  Only  six  sizes  of  standard  R/3 
caps  are  required  for  the  range  and 
they  are  made  in  metal  or  plastics  by 
the  United  Glass  closure  company, 
Kork-N-Seal,  Ltd.  Both  bottles  and 
caps  may  be  ordered  together.  Samples 
and  further  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  company. 

Improved  Gas  Packing. — Trufood, 
Ltd.,  Guildford,  Surrey,  are  pioneering 
an  improved  method  of  gas  packing 
and  are  the  first  to  apply  it  to  full- 
scale  commercial  home-market  produc- 
tion of  dried  milk  food  for  babies. 
The  method  depends  on  the  fact  that, 
in  the  presence  of  palladium,  oxygen 
combines  with  hydrogen  to  form  water 
vapour.  The  catalyst,  in  the  form  of 
palladised  carbon,  is  enclosed  in  a 
double  layer  of  laminated  paper  so 
never  comes  into  contact  with  the 
food.  When  Trufood  is  packed,  a  slip 
of  catalysed  paper  approximately  l{  in. 
wide  is  placed  at  the  top  of  the  can. 
By  rapid  evacuation  air  is  withdrawn 
from  both  the  can  and  the  powder  and 
replaced  by  a  mixture  of  20  per  cent, 
hydrogen   and    8    per   cent,  nitrogen 


before  the  end  is  seamed-on.  At  that 
stage  the  level  of  residual  oxygen  is 
5  per  cent,  but  the  catalytic  action 
reduces  it  to  approximately  0  3  per 
cent,  within  forty-eight  hours  (with 
conventional  gas  packing  residual 
oxygen  remains  at  about  1-2  per  cent.). 
The  amount  of  water  vapour  formed 
is  infinitesimal  and  tests  show  that 
there  is  no  detectable  increase  in  the 
moisture  content  of  the  powder.  The 
catalyst  is  understood  to  have  no  effect 
on  the  flavour  or  composition  of  the 
food  but  the  process  (Deoxypak)  re- 
duces risk  of  deterioration  through 
oxidation  of  the  fat  and  provides  an 
additional  safeguard  for  the  stability  of 
the  vitamins.  Developed  by  the  Metal 
Box  Co.,  Ltd.,  in  conjunction  with 
Engelhard  Industries,  Ltd.,  who  supply 
the  catalyst,  the  Deoxypak  process  is 
marketed  by  Catalytic  Gas  Pack,  Ltd., 
90  Blandford  Street.  Marylebone,  Lon- 
don, W.l. 

TRADE  NOTES 

Agent  in  West  Country. — J.  L.  Perl, 
Ltd.,  have  appointed  Mr.  A.  J.  Fother- 
gill,  7  Park  Lane,  Pinhoe,  Exeter,  agent 
in  the  West  Country  for  original  Fin- 
nish sauna  soap  and  Scherk  European 
cosmetics. 

Not  Necessarily  Fortnightly.  —  The 
collection  and  delivery  of  bottles  for 
cleaning  by  Medicinal  Bottle  Laundry, 
Ltd.,  117a  Anerley  Road,  London, 
S.E.20,  is  organised  on  a  regular  (but 
not  necessarily  fortnightly)  basis  [cor- 
rected note]. 

Change  of  Size. — Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.,  P.O.  Box  129,  183  Euston 
Road.  London,  N.W.I,  have  replaced 
the  bottle  of  twenty-five  Leukeran 
brand  chlorambucil  tablets  (chloram- 
bucil tablets.  B.P.,  compression-coated) 
with  a  bottle  of  100. 

More  in  the  Pack. — The  Elastoplast 
stretch-fabric  strip  is  now,  say  the 
makers,  Smith  &  Nephew,  Ltd.,  Wel- 
wyn  Garden  City,  Herts,  "50  per  cent, 
bigger  value  (6-in.  lengths  against  the 
previous  4-in.  length)."  There  is  no 
change  in  price. 

Change  of  Strength. — Ciba  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  Horsham,  Sussex,  have  in- 
troduced a  new  lO-mgm.-per-mil 
strength  ampoule  of  Rogitine,  replac- 
ing the  existing  5-mgm.-per-mil 
ampoules.  All  packs  of  the  new  strength 
carry  a  distinguishing  label.  Existing  5 
mgm.-per-mil  ampoules  should  be  used 
while  stocks  last. 

Two  New  Fragrances.  —  Reckitt  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Hull,  Yorks,  have  intro- 
duced two  new  fragrances  in  their  Haze 
air-freshener  range,  the  new  fragrances 
being  lemon,  described  as  being  speci- 
fically suited  to  usage  in  the  kitchen, 
and  pine  for  the  bathroom  and  toilet 
(lavender  being  recommended  for  use 
throughout  the  home).  The  new  pro- 
ducts are  being  launched  with  a  special 
offer  of  20  per  cent,  extra  content  free. 
They  come  to  the  chemist  in  an 
assorted  case  of  1  doz.  cans  (four  of 
each  fragrance).  The  lavender  variety 
is  also  available  on  its  own  in  case 
of  1  doz. 

Change  of  Distributor. — Bemax  vita- 
min-protein-mineral food  supplement 
is  now  being  distributed  by  Beecham 
Foods,   Beecham   House,  Great  West 


Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  Payments 
relating  to  Bemax  invoices  prior  to 
January  22,  should  be  sent  to  Vita- 
mins, Ltd.,  23  Upper  Mall,  London, 
W.6.  —  Bencard  (a  branch  of 
Beecham  Group,  Ltd.),  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  are 
marketing  from  January  29  the  range 
of  pharmaceutical  specialities  currently 
associated  with  Vitamins,  Ltd.  (Vitavel 
syrup,  Juvel,  Orovite,  Parentrovite, 
Complevite.  Pregnavite,  Becovite  and 
Befortiss.  Dal-Tocol). 

Bonus  Offers 

Macdonald  &  Son,  P.O.  Box  6, 
Portland  Mill.  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Lanes.  Silcot.  On  three  cases  size  1, 
two  cases  size  2,  £2;  on  two  cases  size 
1,  one  case  size  2,  £1.  Till  February  29. 

Goya,  Ltd.,  161  New  Bond  Street, 
London,  W.l.  Check  deodorants  (puffer, 
roll-on.  aerosol)  twelve  invoiced  as 
eleven.  Till  March  31.  Sombrero  oil, 
twelve  invoiced  as  eleven.  Till  April 
30.  Talc,  six  tins  free  with  any  com- 
posite order  for  3  doz.  Till  February 
29. 

Premium  Offers 

Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  43  Clap- 
ham  Road.  London,  S.W.9.  Wright's  coal-tar 
shampoo  fourpence  off  popular  (2s.  4d.)  size; 
sevenpence  off  large  (3s.  6d.)  size.  Introductory 
offer. 

Beecham  Products  division  of  Beecham 
Group,  Ltd.,  Great  West  Road,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex.  A  £30  winter  wardrobe  each  were 
won  by  three  assistants  at  pharmacy  of 
John  Bryants  Dispensing  Chemist,  Selly  Oak, 
Birmingham,  for  their  skilful  promotion  of 
Skil  antiseptic  skin  cleanser.  Prizes  were  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Rodney  Wood  on  December 
20,  1967. 

TRANSPORT  NOTES 

Choice  of  Models. — High-perform- 
ance versions  of  the  short-wheelbase 
Transit  van  manufactured  by  Ford, 
Dagenham,  are  now  available  that  are 
capable  of  well  over  70  m.p.h.  with 
brisk  acceleration.  To  achieve  that  per- 
formance the  van  has  a  2-litre  V4  petrol 
engine  as  an  optional  power  unit  in 
short-wheelbase  12,  17  and  22-cwt.  vans 
instead  of  the  standard  1 -7-litre  V4  unit. 
Top  speeds  are  improved  by  10  to  12 
per  cent,  and  a  fully  laden  vehicle  is 
capable  of  climbing  the  steepest  hill 
(between  1  in  3  and  1  in  4).  As  with 
the  standard  1 -7-litre,  the  2-litre  has  a 
low  compression  ratio  (7'7:1)  allowing 
the  use  of  commercial  grade  fuel  for 
maximum  economy.  There  are  three 
different  models  in  the  new  Escort 
range  of  small  cars  that  succeed  the 
Anglia.  The  Escort  is  a  two-door  saloon 
offered  in  de  luxe,  "super"  and  GT 
models  and  a  high  performance  version 
known  as  the  "twin  cam."  The  Escort 
de  luxe  has  a  new  1098  cc  4-cylinder 
crossflow  engine,  the  "Super"  models 
are  offered  with  either  the  1098  cc.  or  a 
1298  cc.  power  unit,  the  GT  version 
has  a  special  1298  cc  engine  whilst  the 
"twin  cam"  derives  its  power  from  the 
115  b.h.p.  twin  overhead  camshaft  unit 
used  in  the  Cortina  Lotus.  Thus  there 
is  a  choice  in  the  range  between  36 
miles  to  the  gallon  and  115  m.p.h.  With 
a  turning  circle  of  only  29  ft.  the 
Escort  is  easily  parked.  Overall  length 
is  156i  in.  and  width  62  in.  The  9 
gallon  fuel  tank  gives  the  de  luxe 
model  a  range  of  325  and  is  housed  in 
the  right-hand  near  wing. 
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NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

Amphotericin  Preparations.  —  E.  R. 

Squibb  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Regal  House, 
Twickenham,  Middlesex,  have  added 
to  their  Fungilin  series  of  amphoteri- 
cin-B  preparations  a  cream  containing 
3  per  cent,  in  aqueous  cream  base  (tube 
of  15  gm.);  an  ointment  in  the  same 
strength  and  pack  size;  oral  tablets  each 
containing  100  mgm.  (bottle  of  twenty); 
and  pessaries  each  containing  50  mgm. 
in  lactose  base  (foil  wrap  of  fifteen). 

VITAMIN  PREPARATIONS 

Rose-hip  Syrup. — A  new  product  in 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
series  obtainable  from  Maws  Pharmacy 
Supplies,  Ltd.,  Aldersgate  House, 
Barnet,  Herts,  and  Preston,  Lanes,  is 


rose-hip  syrup  in  bottles  of  6  and 
12  fl.  oz.  The  product  is  presented  as 
being  "rich  in  vitamin  C  for  all  the 
family"  and  the  labels,  which  are  in 
rose  red  and  black  on  white,  carry  a 
representation  of  a  rose  flower.  The 
syrup  contains  not  less  than  85  mgm. 
of  vitamin  C  per  fl.  oz. 

ANTISEPTICS 

Products  for  Hospitals. — Pigot  & 
Smith,  Ltd.,  Leigh  Street,  Wigan, 
Lanes,  are  marketing  two  new  products: 
Disadine  antiseptic  fluid  and  Disadine 
surgical  scrub.  Each  contains  a  com- 
plex of  iodine  and  polyvinyl  pyrroli- 
done,  a  film-forming  polymer  with 
protective  colloid  properties  (approved 
name:  povidone  iodine).  That  com- 
pound, on  account  of  its  film-forming 
property,  is  claimed  to  have  a  cumula- 
tive bactericidal  action,  killing  patho- 
gens within  a  few  seconds  and  main- 
taining its  activity  for  an  hour  or  more. 
The  antiseptic  fluid  contains  1  per  cent, 
of  available  iodine  and  is  issued  in 
packs  of  1  gall,  and  1  pint  non-return- 
able plastic  containers.  The  surgical 
scrub  contains  075  per  cent,  of  avail- 
able iodine  and  is  in  1  gall,  and  1  pint 
non-returnable  plastic  containers.  The 
scrub  is  also  recommended  to  be  used 
as  a  routine  by  ward  personnel  to  re- 
duce risk  of  cross  infection. 


SLIMMING  AGENTS 

Triangle  Completed.  —  Trentham 
Laboratories  (H.T.L.,  Nottingham), 
Ltd.,  214  Arkwright  Street,  Notting- 
ham, state  that  their  success  with  Slim 
Disks  and  Minnim  cubes  has  prompted 
them  to  "complete  the  triangle"  with  a 
new  product  Intrim.  The  product,  a 
slimming  aid,  is  being  distributed  to 
chemists  only  and  gives  the  retailer, 
it  is  understood,  a  margin  of  50  per 
cent,  on  cost.  Each  teaspoonful  of 
Intrim  contains  at  least  1,500  mgm.  of 
methyl  cellulose  and  is  claimed  "con- 
siderably more  effective  and  economic 


than  previous  methyl  cellulose  slim- 
ming aids."  Point-of-sale  material  is 
available.  Distributors  are  Vestric,  Ltd., 
but  the  product  will  be  available 
through  all  wholesalers.  Messrs.  Trent- 
ham  have  also  introduced  a  new 
"economy"  pack  containing  250  Min- 
nim cubes.  In  order  to  bring  the  pro- 
duct to  the  notice  of  a  wider  public; 
the  makers  have  had  printed  a  quan- 
tity of  cup-and-saucer  "dispensers," 
which  are  available  to  chemists  through 
Vestric,  Ltd.,  plus  a  supply  of  sachet 
samples  of  the  product.  No  charge  is 
being  made  for  the  "dispensers"  or  the 
samples,  and  a  large  demand  is  ex- 
pected. 

SUNDRIES 

Coated  Stainless  Blades.— All  Per- 
sonna  super  stainless-steel  blades  now 
being  sent  out  by  Ever  Ready-Per- 
sonna,  6  Upper  St.  Martins  Lane.  Lon- 
don, W.C.2,  are  treated  with  Glidex 
coating,  which  is  described  as  being  a 
dispersion  of  white  waxy  fluorocarbon 
telomer  in  a  perchlorethylene  solvent. 

Cold  Water  Sterilisation. — Maws 
Pharmacy  Supplies,  Ltd.,  Aldersgate 
House,  Barnet,  Herts,  have  developed  a 
technique  for  the  cold  water  sterilisa- 
tion of  feeding  bottles  and  teats.  One 
Simpla  tablet  in  four  pints  of  cold 
water  provides  a  solution  claimed 
effective  for  the  sterilisation  of  feeding 
bottles,  teats  and  other  utensils  over  a 
period    of    twenty-four    hours.  The 


company  also  point  out  that  one 
tablet,  dissolved  in  a  gallon  of  water, 
provides  ideal  solution  for  washing  up, 
swabbing  larder  and  refrigerator 
shelves,  draining  boards  and  other 
kitchen  working  surfaces.  "Everywhere, 
in  fact,  where  bacteria  can  affect  the 
family  food  as  well  as  baby's."  Pack  is 
a  carton  of  twenty-four. 

Nursery  ware  for  1968. — Following 
research  during  1967,  Ekco  Plastics, 
Ltd.,  Southend-on-Sea,  Essex,  are  laun- 
ching a  range  of  nurseryware  in  new 
materials,  new  colours,  new  moulded- 
in  decoration  and  including  new  pro- 
ducts. The  claim  is  made  for  the  new 
range  that  it  has  been  designed  "for 
mothers  by  mothers,"  and  safety  as- 
pects, always  a  feature  of  Ekco  nursery- 
ware,  are  now  even  more  emphasised. 
All  the  items  are  now  in  a  special  grade 
of  "rigid"  polythene,  and  to  the  tra- 
ditional colours  of  white,  lemon  and 
blue  has  been  added  a  "contemporary" 
colour,  turquoise.  The  decoration  will 
not,  it  is  claimed,  rub  or  wash  off, 
being  moulded-in.  Items  in  the  range 
include  a  new  Comfybath  (27  x  17  in.; 
8  in.  high)  with  two  built-in  trays; 
new  nursery  pail;  new  Comfybath  gift 
set  comprising  bath,  pail  and  non-tip 
potty;  "Design  of  the  Year"  award- 
winning  Superbath;  Superbath  gift  set; 
dual-purpose  folding  metal  "safety" 
stand  for  Comfybath  and  Superbath 
(also  holds  a  standard  carry-cot)  con- 
forming with  official  safety  regulations; 
all-in-one  Feeds-set  (tray,  cup  and 
spoon  in  double-wall  tray  that  acts  as 
an  insulator  to  keep  food  warm  (for 
an  even  longer  period  if  filled  with 
heated  water);  rubber  feet  prevent  non- 
tip  tray  from  slipping;  food  compart- 
ment sides  vertical  to  stop  food  being 
pushed  off  tray;  spoon  has  specially 
shaped  handle  making  it  easier  for 
baby  to  lift);  bowl-and-cup  set,  and 
previous  items  in  the  range. 

In  Pack  for  the  Suitcase. — Ronson 
Products,  Ltd.,  Leatherhead,  Surrey,  are 
marketing  their  Rio  hairdryer  in  new 
"E-fiute"  pack  compact  enough  to  take 


up  little  room  in  a  holiday  suitcase  or 
holdall.  The  dryer  arrives  at  the  shop 
in  a  two-piece  counter  display  unit 
whose  style  and  compactness  comple- 
ment the  lines  of  the  product.  The  pack, 
produced  by  the  Shirley  and  Warbey 
Box  Co.,  Ltd.,  Christchurch  Road,  Col- 
liers Wood,  London,  S.W.I  9,  is 
envelope-based  with  fold-over  sides 
and  tuck-in-top  lid,  providing  protec- 
tion in  transit  and  serving  also  as  a 
display  card. 
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Correspondence 


Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name 
for  publication.   The   Editor  does  not  hold 

Refund  Machinery 

Sir, — In  the  January  20  issue  of  the 
C.  &  D.,  it  is  suggested  that  exemption 
of  payments  [for  N.H.S.  prescriptions] 
would  initially  operate  through  re- 
funds. Surely  a  simpler  method  would 
be  to  have  a  different  coloured  form 
—  say  pale  blue.  If  a  white  EC  10 
is  handed  in  the  patient  pays,  if  pale 
blue,  no  payment  is  collected.  This 
would  certainly  save  much  argument. 

W.  J.  Scott, 
Mansfield 

[The  suggestion  was  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  not  the  C.  &  D.  — 
Editor] 

Sir, — Prescription  charges  return  on 
April  1,  whether  we  like  it  or  not.  The 
politicians  have  so  decided  :  No  more 
coloured  forms,  please!  We  have  yel- 
low and  green  already!  May  I  suggest 
a  simple  method  which  would  com- 
pletely eliminate  the  embarrassment 
undoubtedly  felt  by  certain  patients. 
Print  a  black  E  on  the  bottom  left 
hand  corner  of  the  existing  E.C.10.  The 
doctor  uses  this  form  (if  appropriate) 
and  the  wasteful  process  of  collecting 
and  subsequently  refunding  payments 
is  entirely  eliminated.  Is  it  too  much 
to  hope  that  something  like  this  will 
be  done  before  April  1  ? 

T.  B.  Kent  Jones, 
Preston,  Lanes. 

Predictions 

Sir, —  Seeking  a  reply  to  your  corres- 
pondent John  S.  Jones,  Olde  Moore 
Buckley,  having  consulted  his  crystal 
ball,  Jarot  cards,  and  pigs*  intestines  has 
come   up   with   the   following  rather 
obvious  predictions:  — 
April  1,  1968:  Charges  come  into  force. 
July  1,  1968:   Negotiating  Committee 
meets,  decides  it  has  a  case  and  sug- 
gests a  meeting  with  the  Minister. 
October  1,  1968:   Minister  says  "Get 
up  off  your  knees"  and   asks  for 
time  to  consider  the  matter. 
January  1,  1969:   Minister  says  there 
is  insufficient  evidence  to  show  that 
there  has  in  fact  been  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed and  asks  for  further  facts  and 
figures. 

April  1,  1969:  Committee  produces 
figures  to  show  that  in  the  first 
three  months  of  charges  there  was 
in  fact  a  general  reduction  of  331 
per  cent,  in  the  number  of  prescrip- 
tions dispensed. 

July  1,  1969:  Minister  says  he  has 
given  the  new  evidence  careful  con- 
sideration and  concluded  that  the 
reduction  was  "purely  seasonal"  and 
asks  for  further  information. 

October  1,  1969:  Committee  produces 
figures  showing  that  the  reduction 
was  in  fact  maintained  throughout 
the  winter  of  1968/69. 

January  1.  1970:  Minister  agrees  that 
a  rise  in  oncost  is  truly  warranted 
and  suggests  an  increase  to  12|  per 
cent,  back-dated  three  months.  Com- 
mittee says  "Thank  you  Sir,  Bless 
you  Sir"  and  breaks  into  its  theme- 
song :  "Oh  Munificent  Minister 
On  thee  our  hearts  rely  .  .  ." 


and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 

Members  then  walk  out  backwards, 
form  circle,  turn  left  and  pat  each 
other  heartily  on  the  back. 

N.  Buckley, 
London,  S.W.I1 

The  Big  Stick 

Sir, — When  members  of  a  trade 
union  make  demands  for  higher  re- 
muneration, a  refusal  brings  about  the 
threat  of  strike  action.  This  is  what 
Mr.  Wright  (secretary  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union)  calls  "the  big 
stick."  Effective  negotiation  with 
Government  departments  can  only  be 
achieved  by  united  action  and  the  threat 
of  "the  big  stick."  It  is,  of  course,  quite 
undignified  for  professional  men  to 
make  use  of  such  a  degrading  weapon, 
and  most  professions  and  some  "gentle- 
men" shy  away  from  even  mentioning 
the  word  "strike"  or  even  the  threat 
of  "withdrawal  of  labour."  It  was 
therefore  most  significant  that  the  medi- 
cal profession  threatened  to  resign 
from  the  Nati  onal  Health  Service  in 
order  to  obtain  justice  from  the  Mini- 
ster of  Health.  It  is  interesting  to  spe- 
culate upon  the  reasons  whv  members 
of  the  pharmaceutical  profession  are 
unable  to  joint  together  to  form  a 
united  front  and  threaten  the  use  of 
"the  big  stick"  unless  their  just  de- 
mands are  met.  Whilst  there  are  a 
great  number  of  pharmacists  who  are 
satisfied  with  the  present  situation  (for 
example,  "big  business"  men  who  mis- 
took their  metier  and  should  not  have 
bothered  to.  qualify,  as  they  regard 
N.H.S.  as  a  side  issue,  the  "poor  re- 
lation' 'in  their  businesses;  and  a  few 
who  still  believe  that  the  monthly 
N.H.S.  cheque  is  adequate  recom- 
pense for  the  work  they  have  been 
doing  over  the  past  years  of  N.H.S. 
Take  a  look  at  the  figures  (assume 
lOOd.  per  script):  — 

Year         Fee     Oncost    Container  Total 


1948  1/-  25% 

1950  1/-  25% 

I960  1/-  15% 

1967  1/3  11% 


2d  139d 

ljd  138-5d 

Hd  128-5d 

Id  I27d 


Without  "the  big  stick"  there  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  get  less  again. 
Meeting  the  chairman  of  the  negotiating 
committee  some  years  ago,  I  expressed 
the  pious  hope  that  an  improvement 


in  our  remuneration  would  soon  be 
agreed.  His  reply  was  to  the  effect  that, 
from  the  evidence,  he  felt  that  chemists 
were  not  doing  too  badly.  Since  then 
I  have  always  considered  that  we  were 
singularly  unfortunate  in  our  choice  of 
negotiators,  and  it  is  peculiar  that  since 
that  time  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
have  similar  sentiments  expressed  to 
me  by  other  members  of  the  same  com- 
mittee. Unfortunately  we  have  little 
control  over  the  choice  of  our  negotia- 
tors. How  often  do  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  meet  their  local  contrac- 
tors'? How  many  contractors  know  the 
names  of  their  representatives  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee?  It  is  only 
when  a  contractor  is  in  trouble  that 
he  begins  to  know  the  value  of  his  local 
committee,  and  its  representatives  on 
the  Executive  Council.  And  although 
the  committee  is  the  contractors"  closest 
liaison  with  the  Executive  Council,  and 
through  it  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  has  little  to 
do  with  the  negotiating  committee,  or 
in  its  formation  or  constitution.  Could 
one  call  this  a  democratically  elected 
committee?  The  success  of  N.P.U. 
Holdings,  Ltd..  and  the  big  business 
that  has  resulted  from  its  close  connec- 
tions with  the  N.P.U.  members,  shows 
how  much  support  is  available  if  mem- 
bers are  kept  in  touch.  Direct  access  to 
contractors  on  these  lines  can  weld 
them  into  a  united  front,  but  the  N.H.S. 
appears  to  be  the  poor  relation  so  far 
as  the  N.P.U.  is  concerned.  It  is  not 
even  worthy  of  a  full-time  secretary.  A 
new  series  of  negotiations  is  at  hand, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  realistic 
demands  have  been  prepared.  It  might 
even  be  democratic  to  seek  some  ad- 
vice from  contractors  as  to  what  to 
make  demands  for.  If  a  crisis  develops 
the  negotiators  should  ask  for  the 
resignation  of  all  contractors  to  be  in 
their  hands  by  a  certain  day,  so  as  to 
have  "the  big  stick''  at  hand.  It  is  use- 
less to  be  timid  or  pessimistic  about 
the  result.  Confidence  will  be  inspired 
only  by  confident  leadership.  Tragically 
one  can  only  assume  that  timidity,  pes- 
simism and  lack  of  firm  leadership  are 
responsible  for  the  situation  that  today's 
remuneration  is  less  than  it  was  twenty 
years  ago,  even  though  the  figures  may 
be  inflated.  Seirol. 

Poser  Solution 

THE  answer  to  last  week's  prescription 
poser  was,  of  course,  Syrtussar,  1  dr. 
t.d.s." 


BRANCH  EVENTS 


ISLE  OF  WIGHT 
Film  Evening 

Twenty-three  members  of  Isle  of 
Wight  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  were  present  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing at  which  three  films  were  shown. 
The  first  film  by  Sandoz,  Ltd.,  dealt 
with  psychiatric  treatment  in  Africa. 
The  second  film,  presented  by  P.  T. 
Petley  &  Co..  Ltd..  showed  the  grow- 
ing, harvesting  and  preparation  of 
many  exotic  essential  oils  and  spices. 
Finally  a  film  by  Imperial  Chemical 
Industries.  Ltd..  showed  the  diversity 
and  range  of  plastics  goods.  The  vice- 
chairman     (Mr.     D.  Mulholland) 


offered  the  Branch's  congratulations  to 
the  chairman  (Mr.  W.  P.  Hogan)  who 
had  been  offered  the  honorary  fel- 
lowship of  the  Society. 

BLACKPOOL 

Annual  Party 

In  the  days  of  rationing  members  of 
Blackpool  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  decided  to  hold  a  party.  In 
those  days  people  brought  whatever 
they  could  spare  for  refreshments  and 
the  event  was  held  in  a  church  hall.  A 
party  is  now  held  annually  and  forty- 
five  adults  and  children,  some  of  them 
children  of  the  original  child  guests, 
turned  up  at  this  year's  event. 
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Third  Thoughts  on  Antihistamines 

THE  Home  Office  has  announced  (p.  84)  proposed 
changes  in  the  Poisons  List  and  Poisons  Rules,  and 
again  the  antihistamines  and  quinine  are,  inter  alia,  the 
subject  of  recommendations  by  the  Poisons  Board. 

Once  more  the  recommendations  in  respect  of  those 
substances  differ,  in  some  degree,  from  the  proposals 
previously  published  (see  C.&  D .,  June  24,  1967,  p.  578), 
and  markedly  from  the  announcement  in  January  of 
that  year  (see  C.  &  D .,  January  21,  1967,  p.  49)  when 
the  Poisons  Board  had  recommended  that  antihista- 
mines should  be  included  in  Part  B  of  the  Fourth 
Schedule  to  the  Poisons  Rules.  At  the  time  the  Board 
intended  to  include  in  that  restriction  sea  and  travel 
tary  (C.  &  D.,  July  1,  1967,  p.  113)  there  were  some 
sickness  remedies.  Later,  as  we  stated  in  our  commen- 
second  thoughts  on  the  subject  and  a  new  recommen- 
dation that  the  antihistamines  should  be  controlled  as 
First  Schedule  poisons  with  —  as  previously  suggested 
—  a  Third  Schedule  exemption  for  preparations  for 
external  use  and  preparations  containing  not  more  than 
1  per  cent,  of  antihistamine  substances  for  application 
in  the  nose  and  eye. 

The  most  recent  declaration  indicates  that  the  anti- 
histamines will  be  considered  First  Schedule  prepara- 
tions and  that  the  Third  Schedule  exemption  is  to 
continue,  but  that  the  cautionary  wording  in  the  Seventh 
Schedule  is  being  amended  to  read  "Caution,  do  not 
drive  or  operate  machinery  after  taking."  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  that  unequivocal  instruction  will  be 
adhered  to  by  the  public  at  large,  who  have  a  regret- 
table tendency  to  treat  medicines  in  a  rather  cavalier 
manner.  Pharmacists  should  note,  however,  that  the 
Poisons  Board  has  made  its  intention  clear  that  a 
cautionary  label  will  be  required  whether  the  anti- 
histamines are  dispensed  on  prescription  or  otherwise 
retailed. 

It  occurs  to  us  that  applying  the  proposed  wording 
on  the  container  of  an  antihistamine  preparation  pres- 
cribed or  indicated  for  an  infant  might  well  cause 
some  wry  comment.  However,  such  special  cases  do  not 
necessarily  invalidate  the  Poisons  Board's  aim  to  con- 
trol more  strictly  the  use  of  antihistamines  which  has 
widened  considerably  in  recent  lines. 

The  proposals  in  respect  of  quinine  have  been  clarified 
and  the  exemption  extended.  Quinine  and  its  salts  are 
being  included  in  Part  One  of  the  Poisons  List  and  in 
Part  B  of  Schedule  Four  to  the  Poisons  Rules,  with  an 
exception  in  the  latter  case  for  preparations  containing 
less  than  10  per  cent,  of  quinine  or  its  salts.  The  exemp- 


tion in  the  Third  Schedule  is  now  to  be  extended  not 
only  to  quinine  when  contained  in  mineral  water,  but 
also  when  in  wine  or  tonic  wine. 

When  making  the  announcements  during  June  1967, 
the  Home  Office  indicated  that  certain  proposals  were 
not  to  take  effect  until  a  date  four  months  later,  allow- 
ing time  for  existing  stocks  to  be  disposed  of  and  new 
packing  materials  to  be  prepared.  In  the  current 
announcement  no  indication  is  given  of  any  such  mora- 
torium in  respect  of  the  antihistamines.  We  recognise 
that,  because  of  the  routine  whereby  time  and  oppor- 
tunity is  given  for  representations  to  be  made  by  those 
who  disagree  with  the  proposals,  it  is  often  difficult, 
if  not  impossible  to  lay  down  a  hard  time-table  that 
can  consistently  be  adhered  to.  Nevertheless,  industry, 
and  those  concerned  with  the  distribution  of  poisons 
would  find  it  of  value  if  some  such  indications  could  be 
given  when  proposals  are  published.  A  change  of 
Seventh  Schedule  wording,  for  example,  may  appear 
to  be  a  relatively  minor  incident  in  poisons  legislation 
but  it  affects  each  of  the  nearly  14,000  pharmacies 
operating  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  is  essential 
that  adequate  notice  be  given  of  the  final  proposals 
to  enable  pharmacists  to  comply  with  the  legislation 
when  it  becomes  operative. 

NEW  BOOKS 

Oils  Detergents,  and  Maintenance  Specialities  Volume  II, 

benjamin  LEVITT,  F.A.i.C.  Chemical  Publishing  Co.,  Inc., 
212  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y.  10010.  8f  x  5|  in. 

Pp.  259.  $13.75. 
This  second  volume,  based  on  the  author's  earlier  book 
"Oil,  Fat  and  Soap,"  is  devoted  to  the  formulation  of  pro- 
ducts. It  represents  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the  in- 
dustries covered.  The  work,  which  should  prove  a  useful 
book  for  manufacturers;  students  and  research  workers, 
contains  chapters  dealing  with  aerosol  products,  bactericides 
—  fungicides  —  sanitisers,  cleaners  for  household,  and 
industry,  care  of  floors,  laundry  and  dry  cleaning,  treatment 
of  metals,  pesticides  and  miscellaneous  products. 

Chemotherapy 

H.  busch,  m.d.,  ph.d.,  and  m.  lane,  M.S.,  m.d.,  Year  Book 
Medical  Publishers,  Inc.,  Chicago  (distributors  in  Great 
Britain  John  Wiley  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Boffins  Lane,  Chiches- 
ter, Sussex).  10i  x  7i  in.  Pp.  215.  68s. 
The  book  has  been  written  with  the  intention  of  providing 
medical  students  and  physicians  with  sufficient  information 
on  the  pharmacology  of  chemotherapeutic  agents  for  their 
optimal  therapeutic  application.  Contents  are  limited  to 
modern  drugs,  those  that  have  been  superseded  receiving 
little  attention.  Drugs  are  considered  either  in  groups  of 
related  compounds,  such  as  penicillins,  sulphonamides,  or 
according  to  their  action  or  use — against  cancer,  viruses, 
tuberculosis,  protozoa,  etc.  A  number  of  the  chapters  have 
been  contributed  by  other  authors. 

National  Formulary  of  India,  Second  Edition 

Ministry  of  Health  of  the  Government  of  India,  Delhi, 

India,  6\  x  4  in.  Pp.  441  +  Index  Rs.  4. 
The  compilers  acknowledge  that  they  have  consulted  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex 
and  the  British  National  Formulary  so  that  a  number  of 
the  items  are  not  unknown  in  the  U.K.,  but  there  are  also 
some  formulations  that  are  not  so  recognisable.  Immediate 
reaction  on  opening  the  book  is  that  the  authors  have 
included  information  beyond  the  boundaries  indicated  by 
the  title  "Formulary."  One  section  gives  the  pharmacological 
classification  of  drugs,  another  (on  pink  paper)  deals  with 
pediatrics,  whilst  a  "Poison  Section"  (on  green  tinted 
paper)  deals  with  the  management  and  treatment  of  poison- 
ing. Other,  chapters  are  concerned  with  diagnostic  agents, 
physiological  norms,  diets,  food  values,  and  weights  and 
measures.  An  appendix  contains  a  series  of  monographs  for 
drugs  that  were  not  included  in  any  of  the  pharmacopoeias 
prescribed  in  the  Drugs  and  Cosmetics  Act. 
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Pharmacy,  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics 

By  a  HOSPITAL  PHARMACIST 


I 


T  is  now  nearly  twelve  months  since  the  British  Medical 
Journal  shook  the  world  of  hospital  pharmacy  to  its 
foundations  with  a  plea  for  the  development  of  a  hos- 
pital pharmacological  service  in  which  the  pharmacist 
appeared  to  have  no  place.  The  argument  was  much  the 
same  as  that  used  by  Sir  John  McMichael  almost  a  year 
earlier  when  he  gave  the  inaugural  address  at  the  opening 
of  the  new  Academic  Centre  at  Whittington  Hospital.  Thera- 
peutics, he  said,  had  become  such  a  highly  complex  subject 
that  the  clinician  was  in  need  of  expert  advice  if  he  was  to 
make  the  best  use  of  the  potent  drugs  now  available  to  him. 
At  present  he  had  no  one  to  whom  he  could  turn  for  help 
and  the  need  could  best  be  met  by  a  vast  development  of 
clinical  pharmacology  in  the  medical  schools.  Unlike  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  however,  Sir  John  did  not  even 
mention  the  help  already  being  given  by  the  '•under-stalTed 
and  over-pressed  hospital  pharmacist." 

There  will  be  general  agreement  that  a  serious  and  grow- 
ing problem  exists.  Our  knowledge  of  the  biochemical 
mechanisms  involved  in  the  absorption,  utilisation,  meta- 
bolism and  excretion  of  drugs  is  still  very  limited,  even  of 
some  that  have  been  in  regular  use  for  half  a  century  or 
more.  In  consequence  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  make 
predictions  about  untoward  side  effects  and  more  particu- 
larly about  the  reactions  that  may  sometimes  result  from  the 
concurrent  administration  of  two  pharmacologically  active 
compounds. 

It  is  not  too  difficult  to  understand  the  reasons  for  the 
existence  of  that  state  of  affairs.  The  pharmaceutical  indus- 
try has  adequate  facilities  to  make  a  thorough  and  detailed 
study  of  the  pharmacology  of  a  potential  therapeutic  agent 
but  it  is  seriously  handicapped  so  far  as  experiments  on  man 
are  concerned.  In  consequence  it  is  invariably  necessary  to 
seek  the  co-operation  of  a  clinician  for  that  purpose.  Clini- 
cians, however,  are  interested  mainly  in  the  use  of  drugs 
for  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  few  of  them  indeed  have 
either  the  time  or  inclination  to  undertake  studies  that  do 
not  appear  to  be  directly  concerned  with  the  use  of  the  drug 
as  a  therapeutic  agent. 

Source  of  Knowledge  of  Drug  Action 

In  such  circumstances  it  is  only  to  be  expected  that  most 
of  our  knowledge  of  the  action  of  drugs  in  man  must  be 
derived  from  incidental  observations  made  by  clinicians 
during  the  course  of  medical  treatment  rather  than  from 
well  controlled  experiments  primarily  designed  to  elicit 
facts.  The  problem  is  well  illustrated  by  a  report  which 
appeared  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  for  December  9, 
1967,  in  which  two  clinicians  described  a  case  of  hypo- 
glycaemic  coma  in  a  patient  taking  chlorpromazine  and 
orphenadrine  concurrently.  Withdrawal  of  chlorpromazine 
brought  about  a  significant  drop  in  the  blood-sugar  level 
but  it  did  not  return  to  normal  until  orphenadrine  was  also 
withdrawn.  The  authors  concluded  that  the  hypoglycaemia 
was  caused  by  a  summative  effect  between  the  two  drugs, 
and  no  doubt  their  observations  will  be  noted  for  inclusion 
in  future  editions  of  drug-interaction  charts.  However,  the 
incident  raises  a  number  of  important  questions,  most  of 
which  remain  unanswered.  Although  chlorpromazine  must 
have  been  used  on  many  thousands  of  patients,  we  still  lack 
any  precise  information  about  its  effect  on  carbohydrate 
metabolism.  Some  published  reports  have  noted  a  rise  in 
blood-sugar  levels  following  the  administration  of  the  drug, 
while  others  have  noted  no  effect  at  all.  The  effect  of 
orphenadrine  on  carbohydrate  metabolism  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  investigated. 

The  determination  of  blood-sugar  levels  is  a  relatively 


simple  procedure  and  by  using  volunteers  it  should  not,  in 
theory  at  least,  be  difficult  to  make  a  study  of  the  effect  of 
both  those  drugs  on  carbohydrate  metabolism.  In  fact,  the 
exercise  might  be  seen  as  a  useful  piece  of  practical  work 
for  an  undergraduate  class  in  pharmacology.  If  it  could  be 
shown  that  chlorpromazine  brought  about  a  rise  or  fall  in 
blood-sugar  levels,  then  it  would  be  useful  to  know  whether 
the  effect  was  peculiar  to  that  compound  or  whether  it  was 
shared  by  other  derivatives  of  phenothiazine.  Much  the 
some  considerations  apply  to  orphenadrine.  Here  we  would 
want  to  know  whether  any  findings  also  applied  to  its  near 
relation  diphenhydramine.  Finally  it  would  be  possible  to 
confirm  or  disprove  the  existence  of  a  summative  effect 
between  chlorpromazine  and  orphenadrine. 

Low  in  Medical  Curriculum 

Pharmacology,  however,  does  not  hold  an  important  place 
in  the  medical  curriculum,  and  because  the  large  majority 
of  medical  students  are  interested  in  making  a  career  in  con- 
ventional clinical  medicine  it  is  unlikely  that  time  will  ever 
be  found  even  for  simple  investigations  of  the  kind  described 
In  consequence,  if  such  examinations  are  to  be  done  at  all 
facilities  will  have  to  be  provided  outside  the  medical 
schools,  for  example  in  departments  of  pharmacology  in 
schools  of  pharmacy,  where  it  should  be  possible  to  build 
up  a  teaching  and  research  staff  with  interests  outside  the 
field  of  clinical  medicine.  Pharmacists  could  then  hope  to 
make  significant  contributions  to  therapeutics  without  enter- 
ing into  direct  competition  with  doctors. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  Jaw  places  what  appears  to 
be  insuperable  obstacles  in  the  path  of  the  non-medically 
qualified  worker  who  wishes  to  undertake  a  study  of  the 
action  of  drugs  in  man.  Few  drugs  with  any  significant  de- 
gree of  pharmacological  activity  can  be  administered,  even 
to  volunteers,  without  a  prescription  from  a  registered  medi- 
cal practitioner.  It  would,  for  instance  (to  use  the  example 
quoted  earlier),  constitute  a  legal  offence  to  make  a  study 
of  the  effects  of  chlorpromazine  and  orphenadrine  on  carbo- 
hydrate metabolism  in  man  in  the  pharmacology  department 
of  a  school  of  pharmacy  unless  the  help  of  a  doctor  could 
be  enlisted.  Furthermore  it  might  be  pertinent  to  inquire 
how  many  students  have  sufficient  faith  in  the  pharma- 
cological competence  of  non-medically  qualified  staff  to  offer 
themselves  as  volunteers  for  an  experiment  in  which  the 
occurrence  of  hypoglycaemic  coma  was  an  ever-present  pos- 
sibility. Yet,  unless  students  are  given  some  practical  instruc- 
tion in  clinical  pharmacology  during  their  undergraduate 
course,  they  are  not  well  fitted  to  enter  the  field  after 
graduation.  Even  post-graduate  courses  in  the  new  subject 
of  biopharmaceutics  will  be  of  little  value  unless  the  student 
is  given  opportunities  to  assess  the  biological  availability  of 
a  drug  in  vivo.  How  can  one  determine  the  extent  to  which 
it  is  absorbed  without  actually  administering  it?  Experi- 
mental animal  may  be  used  but,  without  the  co-operation 
of  a  doctor,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  work  could  be 
extended  to  include  man. 

It  is  freely  admitted  that  all  this  represents  a  somewhat 
pessimistic  view  of  the  situation,  but  problems  were  never 
solved  by  refusing  to  recognise  their  existence  and  rhetoric 
is  no  substitute  for  logic.  In  reality  it  is  not  so  much  the 
medical  profession  as  the  law,  backed  by  public  opinion, 
that  excludes  the  pharmacist  from  operating  as  an  inde- 
pendent investigator  in  the  field  of  chemical  pharmacology, 
and  in  such  circumstances  it  is  surely  quite  unrealistic  to 
pretend  that,  given  proper  training,  clinical  pharmacology 
would  fall  like  a  ripe  plum  into  his  hands. 

On  the  other  hand  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  majority 
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of  pharmacists  have  a  strong  interest  in  therapeutics.  Even 
before  pharmacology  was  included  in  the  curriculum  many 
of  them  had  built  up  considerable  local  reputations  as 
"counrer-prescribers".  Now  that  the  course  includes  instruc- 
tion in  the  biological  as  well  as  the  chemical  and  physical 
properties  of  medicinal  substances  it  is  only  natural  for 
them  to  feel  frustrated  because  there  are  so  few  ways  in 
which  their  knowledge  can  be  put  to  practical  use. 

So  far  as  hospital  pharmacists  are  concerned  there  seem 
to  be  two  possible  ways  out  of  the  dilemma.  One  is  for  those 
who  aspire  to  the  top  positions  in  the  hospital  service  to 
become  medically  qualified  and  then  go  on  to  specialise  in 
clinical  pharmacology.  That  solution  is  not  quite  so  far- 
fetched as  some  others  which  have  from  time  to  time  been 
proposed.  Some  pharmacists  have  become  doctors  and 
lawyers  and  the  writer  has  personal  knowledge  of  a  doctor 
who  took  an  honours  degree  in  electrical  engineering  because 
of  his  interest  in  the  application  of  computer  technology  to 
medicine.  In  fact  it  is  difficult  to  single  out  any  subject  in 
the  present  medical  curriculum  that  is  unnecessary  to  a 
specialist  in  clinical  pharmacology.  Even  a  pre-registration 
post  as  house-officer  would  be  essential  in  order  to  provide 
experience  in  dealing  with  emergencies  of  the  kind  that  the 
clinical  pharmacologists  must  expect  to  encounter  in  the 
course  of  his  work. 

Possibilities  in  Biopharmaceutics 

A  variant  of  this  idea  is  that  graduation  in  pharmacy 
should  be  followed  by  a  period  of  hospital  "internship"  last- 
ing two  or  three  years.  During  that  time  the  graduate  would 
take  a  part-time  course  in  biopharmaceutics  (if  the  hospital 
was  within  reasonable  distance  of  Chelsea),  attend  formal 
lectures  in  clinical  medicine  and  therapeutics,  and  take  part 
with  medical  students  in  "teaching  rounds"  held  by  the 
senior  medical  staff.  He  would  then  be  eligible  for  the  award 
of  a  higher  degree.  Such  an  internship  would  clearly  leave 
little,  if  any,  time  for  work  in  the  hospital  pharmacy.  It 
would,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  amount  to  two  or  three 
years  of  full-time  study,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  sixth- 
formers  who  had  done  well  enough  at  "A"  level  to  give 
them  a  choice  would  opt  for  pharmacy  rather  than  for  a 
course  of  similar  length  leading  to  registration  as  a  medical 
practitioner. 

In  the  Clinical  Pharmacology  Team 

The  second  alternative  is  for  the  pharmacist  to  settle  for  a 
subordinate  position  in  a  clinical  pharmacology  team.  In 
fact,  some  have  already  done  so  and  they  seem  to  derive  a 
high  degree  of  intellectual  satisfaction  from  working  along- 
side biochemists  and  other  non-medically  qualified  staff 
under  the  direction  of  a  doctor.  The  medical  head  of  such  a 
team  is  in  a  position  to  delegate  some  degree  of  responsi- 
bility to  each  of  its  members  because  he  can  lay  down  the 
framework  in  which  decisions  are  to  be  made  and  in  conse- 
quence accept  full  responsibility  for  them.  What  he  cannot 
tolerate  is  that  one  of  its  members  should  claim  the  right 
to  take  independent  action,  for  the  consequences  of  which 
the  head  of  the  team  is  responsible  in  law. 

Because  the  pharmacist  member  of  such  a  team  cannot 
hope  to  become  its  leader  it  would  be  unlikely  that  the 
provision  of  a  hospital  pharmacological  service  could  ever 
become  the  responsibility  of  a  non-medically  qualified  chief 
pharmacist.  The  concept  of  a  clinical  pharmacology  team 
without  a  medically  qualified  member  is  obviously  a  non- 
starter.  Someone  must  take  legal  and  ethical  responsibility 
for  the  consequences  arising  from  the  administration  of 
drugs  to  human  subjects  and  it  is  surely  axiomatic  that  he 
must  have  the  authority  to  decide  what  shall  or  shall  not  be 
done. 

Neither  of  the  two  proposed  alternatives  is  likely  to 
satisfy  those  who  are  now  insisting  that  the  pharmacist  is 
entitled  to  independent  status  in  clinical  pharmacology.  It 
will  almost  certainly  be  argued  that  a  pharmacist  who 
became  medically  qualified  would  probably  desert  clinical 


pharmacology  for  the  undoubted  intellectual  and  monetary 
attractions  of  a  career  in  conventional  clinical  medicine.  The 
proposal  that  the  pharmacist  should,  join  a  team  led  by  a 
doctor  will  be  opposed  because  it  would  take  pharmacology 
out  of  the  traditional  hospital  pharmaceutical  organisation. 
In  both  teams  of  which  the  writer  is  aware  the  pharmacists 
have  been  recruited  as  pharmacologists.  Although  they  work 
in  hospital  they  are  not  hospital  pharmacists  for  salary 
purposes  but  are  paid  on  the  same  scale  as  physicists  and 
biochemists.  They  owe  no  allegiance  to  the  chief  pharmacist. 

It  seems  clear  that  the  entry  of  hospital  pharmacists  into 
the  virtually  untitled  field  of  clinical  pharmacology  raises 
some  formidable  problems,  and  if  they  are  to  be  solved 
clear  thinking  is  necessary.  It  must  never  be  forgotten  that 
the  administration  of  pharmacologically  active  compounds, 
either  to  patients  or  volunteers,  raises  ethical  questions  of 
the  greatest  possible  importance.  The  subject  of  such  experi- 
ments is,  at  the  very  least,  entitled  to  expect  that  every 
precaution  shall  have  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  unexpected 
emergency.  That  must  surely  mean  that  all  such  experiments 
must  be  carried  out  under  the  control  and  direction  of  a 
registered  medical  practitioner.  We  are,  thus,  back  in 
square  one. 

Any  Business  Questions? 

/  have  had  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  an  old  em- 
ployee who  is  entitled  to  a  redundancy  payment.  Must 
I  deduct  P.A.Y.E.  on  the  payment! 
Redundancy  payments  are  not  liable  to  tax  and  therefore 
do  not  fall  to  be  included  in  an  employee"s  remuneration 
for  P.A.Y.E.  purposes. 

About  four  years  ago  we  changed  our  car,  licensed 
for  business  and  pleasure,  for  a  Morris  1000  traveller 
also  similarly  licensed.  Our  idea  was  to  run  it  as  a  car 
for  a  year  or  two  and  then  relicense  it  as  a  van  to 
replace   another   van   which   is  getting   old   and  un- 
economic. It  is  intended  to  do  that  soon  and  buy  a  new 
car.  How  do  we  stand  from  the  income  tax  angle? 
The  vehicle  will  be  eligible  for  income  tax  writing  down 
allowance,  but  will  be  treated  as  written  down  annually 
from  the  date  of  original  purchase,  so  that  on  bringing 
it  into  the  business  the  allowances  will  begin  to  be  cal- 
culated on  the  reduced  figure. 

My  partner  and  I  run  a  successful  business  owning 
four  pharmacies.  We  make  between  £8,000  and  £9.000 
a  year  between  us.  We  had  thought  of  forming  a  com- 
pany to  continue  the  business,  but  1  have  been  advised 
against  that  on  various  grounds,  one  of  which  is  that 
our  directors'  remuneration  would  not  be  allowed  to 
exceed  £7,000.  Is  that  so? 
It  is  certainly  true  that,  for  corporation  tax  purposes,  a 
close  company  with  two  directors  cannot  have  more  than 
£7,000  allowed  for  the  directors'  remuneration  in  computing 
corporation  tax.  More  may  be  paid,  but  it  will  not  rank  as 
a  deduction  for  corporation  tax  so  that,  in  effect,  the  excess 
may  be  taxed  twice,  once  under  P.A.Y.E.  and  once  under 
the  corporation-tax  legislation. 

/  am  receiving  conflicting  advice  on  the  position  of 
married  women  and  National  Insurance  contributions. 
My  wife  helps  in  the  business  as  an  assistant  and  re- 
ceives a  weekly  wage  from  which   "graduated  contri- 
butions" are  deducted,  but  pays  no  National  Insurance 
contributions.  Is  that  the  correct  procedure?  If  I  were 
to  form  a  limited  company  with  my  wife  as  secretary, 
(and  still  working  as  an  assistant),  what  would  be  the 
position  then?  Would  she  be  regarded  as  an  employee 
subject  to  both  deductions,  or  would  she,  as  a  company 
director,  be  outside  the  scope  of  these  schemes? 
A  married  woman  employed  by  her  husband  is  considered 
as  being  in  class  1  employment,  and  therefore  not  liable 
for  National  Insurance  contributions.  Furthermore,  since 
she  is  not  in  a  class  1  employment  she  does  not  have  to  pay 
graduated  contributions  either  (see  para  7  (f)  of  the  "Em- 
ployers Guide").  If  your  wife  were  employed  by  a  company 
of  which  you  were  the  controlling  director  the  position 
would  be  the  same. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 

MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  COUNCIL 


REPRESENTATIVES  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  are  to  meet  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Industry  and  Commerce  to  hear  proposals  from  the 
Minister  for  the  provision  of  a  night  service  at  community 
pharmacies.  That  was  decided  at  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Council  held  in  Dublin  on  January  9.  A  letter  had  been 
received  from  the  Department  stating  that  the  Minister  was 
interested  in  securing  an  arrangement  under  which  phaima- 
cies  in  particular  districts  should,  by  voluntary  agreement, 
stay  open  late  in  turn  on  different  nights  of  the  week  in 
order  to  provide  a  better  service  to  the  public. 

The  President  (Mr.  M.  L.  Cashman)  said  that  over  the 
Christmas  period  he  had  placed  a  notice  in  his  pharmacy 
window  stating  that  he  would  be  available  for  urgent  calls 
but  he  had  received  only  one  call  on  St.  Stephen's  Day.  Mr. 
M.  Costello  said  he  had  received  three  telephone  calls 
over  the  Christmas  period.  Dr.  W.  E.  Boles  had  been 
called  five  nights  out  of  seven.  He  considered  that  some 
type  of  rota  service  for  the  public  was  necessary. 

Mr.  G.  C.  O'Neill  thought  there  was  too  little  co-opera- 
tion among  pharmacists  to  make  the  proposition  feasible. 
In  the  North,  he  had  heard  of  pharmacists  exchanging  pre- 
parations to  enable  a  rota  system  to  operate.  Doctors  oper- 
ated a  rota  in  the  Blackrock  area,  and  were  at  a  loss  to 
understand  why  pharmacists  could  not  do  likewise.  In  his 
opinion  pharmacists  should  await  the  implementation  of 
the  White  Paper  before  taking  action.  He  added  that  in  the 
Dun  Laoghaire  area  commercial  interests  had  broken  the 
half-day  arrangement. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Miller  asked:  'Are  we  depriving  people  of 
life-saving  medicines?"  He  thought  not.  If  the  Department 
was  prepared  to  pay  for  the  services,  by  all  means  the  sug- 
gestion should  be  explored.  Mr.  F.  Loughman  said  that  a 
Sunday  rota  operated  in  his  area,  a  considerable  number  of 
prescriptions  being  received.  Four  of  the  nine  pharmacists 
did  not  reside  over  their  premises.  He  himself  favoured 
offering  a  late-night  service  irrespective  of  the  White  Paper. 
Pharmacists  had  a  duty  to  the  sick.  The  President  said 
that  his  customers  knew  they  could  ring  him  after  hours 
and  that  he  could  be  contacted  if  not  at  home.  He  thought 
a  similar  situation  existed  generally.  While  agreeing  that 
there  should  be  a  central  arrangement  for  Dublin  he  did 
not  think  an  all-night  service  was  necessary. 

Referendum  Result 

Reporting  on  the  result  of  the  recent  pharmaceutical 
referendum,  Mr.  J.  E.  Burrell  (president,  Irish  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association)  enclosed  an  analysis  of  the  voting  and  said 
that  it  was  proposed  (a)  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  results  to 
each  of  the  co-operating  groups  and  (b)  to  invite  each 
group  to  nominate  two  officers  to  a  meeting  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  Dublin,  at  8  p.m.  on  January  26,  when 
it  was  hoped  that  the  attitudes  of  the  various  groups  would 
be  made  known  "so  that  it  will  be  possible  to  decide  on  an 
agreed  course  of  action."  Mr.  Burrell  also  enclosed  a  report 
by  Senator  Garret  FitzGerald  (Economic  Intelligence  Unit 
of  Ireland)  who  had  acted  as  returning  officer.  Senator 
FitzGerald  reported  that  five  votes  that  were  ambiguous 
"or  had  indicated  qualified  support  only"  had  been  ruled 
out.  That  left  464  valid  votes,  of  which  421  had  been  cast 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  and  forty-three  against.  The  Phar- 
maceutical Chemists  had  voted  379  to  forty  in  favour;  the 
Registered  Druggists  eight  to  one  in  favour;  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Assistants  twenty-four  to  one.  Among  eleven  voters 
who  had  not  identified  themselves  as  belonging  to  any  of 
those  categories,  voting  was  ten  to  one  in  favour.  Mr.  Fitz- 
Gerald also  stated  that  the  voting  pattern  was  similar 
throughout  the  various  groups;  261  employers  had  voted 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  and  twenty-three  against;  sixty- 


seven  employees  had  favoured  the  proposal  and  three  had 
voted  against  it;  in  the  industrial  and  wholesale  section 
twenty-two  had  voted  in  favour  and  two  against.  Of  twenty- 
five  pharmaceutical  representatives  twenty-four  had  voted 
in  favour  of  the  proposal;  fifteen  hospital  and  public  phar- 
macists had  voted  in  favour  and  seven  against.  Of  the 
remainder  (College  staff,  new  graduates  and  those  who  did 
not  state  their  affiliations,  or  whose  affiliations  were  to  more 
than  one  group)  thirty-two  had  voted  in  favour  and  seven 
against. 

The  Assistant  Registrar  (Mr.  M.  J.  Cahill,  deputising 
for  the  registrar,  Mr.  J.  G.  Coleman,  who  was  on  holiday), 
explained  that,  at  a  meeting  that  morning,  it  had  been 
recommended  that  Messrs.  T.  R.  Miller  and  R.  J.  Power, 
who  were  the  Council's  observers  on  the  Irish  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  should  represent  it  at  the  forthcoming 
meeting  of  the  various  groups. 

Mr.  Walsh  said  that,  having  seen  the  results  he  felt  the 
Society  still  had  a  considerable  role  to  play  vis-a-vis  any 
new  professional  body  that  might  emerge.  He  thought  that 
the  referendum,  depite  the  relatively  small  vote  showed  the 
first  signs  of  decisive  action  in  getting  a  professional  body 
for  pharmacy. 

It  would  help  the  Society  in  many  ways,  through  releas- 
ing it  from  certain  duties.  He  assumed  the  appointed  ob- 
servers would  be  reporting  back.  "It  will  be  up  to  the 
various  groups  to  try  to  implement  the  decision  of  the 
people  who  thought  it  worth  while  to  vote,"  replied  the 
President. 

Common  Market  Problems 

Mr.  R.  J.  Semple  asked  if  the  Council  had  been  in  touch 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  in  regard 
to  possible  entry  to  the  Common  Market,  since  last  the 
matter  had  been  discussed.  The  President  replied  that  he 
did  not  think  any  formal  move  had  been  made.  He  had 
had  discussions  with  colleagues  from  the  North,  and  the 
whole  matter  appeared  to  be  "very  much  in  the  air."  Mr. 
Miller  advocated  that  they  should  explore  the  position  in- 
dependently. He  declared  "We  have  not  done  our  home- 
work in  regard  to  ascertaining  the  type  of  pharmaceutical 
service  being  provided  in  the  European  Economic  Commu- 
nity. Membership  would  definitely  be  an  advantage,  profes- 
sionally, and  we  should  inquire  what  is  expected  of  member- 
countries."  The  President  explained  that  the  Department 
of  Health  had  undertaken  to  keep  the  Council  informed  of 
developments.  Mr.  Miller  stressed  that  the  Government's 
representative  in  Brussels  was  looking  after  the  economic 
interests  of  the  country  as  a  whole  "but  pharmacy  must  be 
in  a  position  to  mark  his  card." 

The  President  welcomed  a  newly  co-opted  member,  Mr. 
Patrick  M.  Browne.  He  felt  that  in  securing  the  services  of 
Mr.  Browne  the  Council  had  "done  a  very  good  job."  Mr. 
Browne  said  he  regarded  his  co-option  as  a  great  honour. 
He  hoped  he  would  justify  his  co-option  and  said  it  had 
always  been  the  aim  of  the  Hospital  and  Public  Pharma- 
cists' Association  to  co-operate  fully  with  their  colleagues — 
especially  with  community  pharmacists. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Power  congratulated  the  registrar  and  his  staff 
on  having  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  Council  so  effec- 
tively in  notifying  farmers  through  the  Press  that  pharma- 
cists were  anxious  to  offer  their  services  in  staving  off  the 
foot-and-mouth  disease  by  advising  on  the  proper  use  of 
disinfectants.  The  offer  had  been  the  subject  of  much  favour- 
able comment  and  had  created  a  favourable  impression  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Mr.  Power  was  convinced 
that  most  farmers  were  not  using  the  right  disinfectant. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Minister  for  Health  declining 
the  Council's  suggestion  that  a  practising  pharmacist  should 
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be  appointed  to  the  National  Drugs  Advisory  Board.  He  ac- 
cepted that  the  Board  could  benefit  from  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  practising  pharmacists,  but  felt  that,  in  order 
that  the  Board  should  be  effective,  its  membership  should 
be  kept  to  a  minimum.  The  Minister  pointed  out  that  the 
pharmaceutical  profession  was  represented  on  the  Board  as 
at  present  constituted  and  that  Article  18  of  the  Establish- 
ment Order  empowered  the  Board  to  establish  committees 
to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  its  functions.  Persons  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  who  had  special  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence relating  to  the  purpose  of  such  committees  could  be 
appointed  to  them.  It  would  of  course  be  open  to  the  Board 
-to  co-opt  a  practising  pharmacist  if  that  was  considered 
necessary. 

Mr.  Power  said  that  the  Minister  had  accepted  that  a 
practising  pharmacist  would  have  something  to  offer  to  the 
Board  and  he  hoped  the  Board  would  take  the  necessary 
implication  from  the  Minister's  letter. 

Seminars  on  Agro-chemicals 

Arising  out  of  a  suggestion  of  Dr.  T.  Walsh  (director, 
An  Foras  Taluntas  (the  Agricultural  Institute))  that  post- 
graduate courses,  lectures  and  seminars  should  be  provided 
for  pharmacists  on  the  use  of  agro-chemicals  and  related 
problems,  Mr.  Cahill  said  that  Mr.  McDonald  of  An 
Foras  had  offered  to  discuss  the  matter  in  greater  detail 
with  his  colleagues,  after  which  he  would  contact  Professor 
Timoney  (dean  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy). 

The  president  reported  that  Dr.  Hensey  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  had  invited  members  of  the  Joint  Negotiat- 
ing Committee  to  meet  officials  of  the  Department  on 
January  17,  when  negotiations  on  the  Health  Services  would 
be  resumed.  Dr.  Boles  expressed  satisfaction  at  that  de- 
velopment and  on  his  suggestion  it  was  agreed  to  hold 
a  meeting  of  members  of  the  committee  on  January  16  to 
bring  themselves  up  to  date  on  developments. 

Mr.  P.  V.  Coleman,  M.P.S.I.,  Athlone,  submitted  a  com- 
prehensive memorandum  on  the  problems  of  drug  abuse 
and  Mr.  Cahill  was  directed  to  prepare  copies  for  distri- 
bution among  members  of  the  Joint  Negotiating  Com- 
mittee. 

Arising  out  of  the  Law  Committee's  report,  Mr.  Cum- 
mins (the  Society's  inspector)  reported  on  a  meeting  with 
representatives  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Organisation.  The 
Organisation's  representatives  had  undertaken  to  investigate 
certain  matters  and  to  hold  a  further  meeting  with  the 
Council's  representatives  (the  president,  Messrs.  R.  J.  Power 
and  Cummins)  when  their  inquiries  were  completed. 

Arising  out  of  the  Schools  Committee's  report,  Mrs.  C. 
Baggot,  a  former  member  of  the  College  Academic  staff, 
was  appointed  to  take  over  certain  teaching  activities  on  a 
part-time  basis  until  a  permanent  appointment  was  made  to 
replace  the  late  Miss  Pamela  Hooper. 

Mr.  Power  asked  if  any  progress  had  been  made  in  re- 
gard to  the  service  for  tablet  identification.  He  pointed  out 
that  a  poisons  identification  centre  was  now  operating  in 
Jervis  Street  hospital.  Mr.  Cahill  said  the  Society  was 
giving  a  limited  service  and,  so  far,  had  been  able  to  meet 
all  requests  for  assistance.  At  present  they  had  not  the  faci- 
lities to  give  a  twenty-four-hour  service.  The  system  in- 
volved the  keeping  of  index  cards  and  specimens  of  every 
tablet  on  the  market  and  it  was  sometimes  necessary  to 
carry  out  chemical  tests.  They  received  two  or  three  in- 
quiries a  month. 

Mr.  Power  said  that,  if  the  Council  considered  the  ser- 
vice of  sufficient  importance,  they  should  request  the  De- 
partment to  devote  the  necessary  finance  to  enable  it  to  be 
run  adequately.  It  was  decided  to  forward  a  memorandum 
to  the  Department  of  Health  on  the  problems  involved. 

Mr.  Cahill  reported  the  deaths  of  Maureen  C.  Fox, 
M.P.S.I.;  Margaret  P.  Hooper,  M. P.S.I. ;  Richard  Daly, 
M.P.S.I.;  Patrick  Walsh,  M.P.S.I.,  and  Johanna  Power, 
Assistant. 

The  President  said  that  reporting  the  deaths  of  col- 


leagues was  at  all  times  a  sad  affair.  On  this  occasion  it  was 
doubly  sad  because,  included  in  the  list  of  deceased  col- 
leagues was  a  member  of  the  College  staff  who  had  met 
her  death  very  tragically.  Her  death  was  a  great  loss  to 
the  Society  and  to  the  College,  and  he  wished  the  Coun- 
cil's deepest  sympathy  to  be  conveyed  to  Miss  Hooper's 
parents  and  family.  He  understood  that  Professor  Timoney 
was  arranging  to  have  a  Mass  offered  in  the  College  later  in 
the  month.  Mr.  Cahill  reported  that  a  message  of  sym- 
pathy had  been  received  from  the  president  and  Committee 
of  the  Irish  Drug  Association. 

The  President  added  that  the  late  Mr.  Daly,  a  former 
member  of  the  Council,  and  Miss  Fox  were  friends  of  his 
and  he  asked  Mr.  Cahill  to  convey  the  Council's  sympathy 
to  the  families  of  the  deceased. 

Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  T. 
Harty,  D.  J.  Kennelly,  V.  McElwee,  and  T.  B.  O'Sullivan. 

The  Council  noted  the  change  in  address  of  Evelyn  Blake, 
M.P.S.I.,  to  Thomastown,  co.  Kilkenny. 

The  name  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Roe  (nee  Dillon),  L.P.S.I.,  was 
restored  to  the  Register. 

Elected  to  membership  were  J.  P.  Byrne,  L.P.S.I.,  Ennis- 
corthy,  co.  Wexford;  J.  E.  M.  Tully,  L.P.S.I.,  Castlerea,  co. 
Roscommon  and  D.  Corrigan,  L.P.S.I.,  Glasnevin,  co.  Dublin. 

Nominated  for  membership  were :  Walter  M.  Costello, 
L.P.S.I.,  123  Arnold  Park,  Glenageary,  co.  Dublin;  John  J. 
Duddy,  L.P.S.I.,  Portumna,  co.  Galway;  Brendan  J.  Smith, 
L.P.S.I.,  2  Old  Cabra  Road,  Dublin  and  Daniel  Carroll, 
L.P.S.I.,  Kill,  Kilmacthomas,  co.  Waterford. 

Preliminary  registration  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants' 
Preliminary  register  was  granted  to  Mary  R.  Gallanagh,  4  Swilly 
Terrace,  Buncrana,  co.  Donegal ;  Mary  T.  Sweeney,  The  Strand, 
Athlone,  co.  Westmeath;  Irene  T.  Cox,  15  St.  Patrick's  Ter- 
race, Portarlington,  co.  Offaly  and  Kevin  J.  Quinn,  Primrose 
Hill,  Ballina,  co.  Mayo. 

The  list  of  Christmas  greetings  that  had  been  received  was 
reported. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  which  followed,  a 
number  of  grants  were  passed  for  payment. 

On  the  motion  of  The  President,  the  thanks  of  members 
were  extended  to  M.  G.  Colour  Laboratories,  Ltd., 
Limerick,  for  their  generous  contribution  of  £52  to  the 
Fund. 

At  the  December  meeting  of  the  Council  (see  C.  &  D., 
December  23/30,  1967  p.  592.)  the  Society's  inspector,  re- 
ported that  in  a  south-easterly  region  pharmacists  had 
slipped  back  to  a  practice  of  accepting  orders  by  telephone 
from  nursing  homes  for  the  supply  of  controlled  prepara- 
tions to  patients  in  these  nursing  homes.  He  stated  that  he 
had  impressed  on  pharmacists  that  such  controlled  prepara- 
tions may  be  supplied  to  a  patient  in  a  nursing  home  only 
on  a  prescription  duly  signed  by  the  patient's  doctor. 
[Corrected  note]. 

ECHOES    OF    THE  PAST 

A  CONSUMPTION 

From  "PRIMITIVE  PHYSICK:  or,  an  Easy  and  Natural 
METHOD  of  Curing  Most  DISEASES"  by  JOHN 
WESLEY.  London,  1772. 

Take  no  Food  but  new  Butter-milk,  churn'd  in  a  Bottle 
and  white  Bread. — I  have  known  this  successful. 

Beat  up  the  Yolk  of  a  new-laid  Egg  in  half  a  Pint  of 
Spring-Water:  Sweeten  it  With  fine  Sugar.  Take  this  every 
Morning. 

Or,  Use  as  common  Drink,  Spring  Water,  and  new  Milk, 
each  a  Quart;  Sugar  Candy  two  Ounces. 

Or,  boil  two  Handfuls  of  Sorrel  in  a  Pint  of  Whey. 
Strain  it,  and  drink  a  Glass  thrice  a  Day.  Tried. 

Or,  every  Morning  cut  up  a  little  Turf  of  fresh  Earth, 
and  lying  down,  breath  into  the  Hole  for  a  Quarter  of  an 
Hour.  I  have  known  a  deep  Consumption  cured  thus. 


CORRECTION :  The  secretary  and  registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  written  stating  that  the  official  trans- 
cript of  the  Council  proceedings  shows  that  the  matter 
concerning  Mid-Glamorgan  Branch  (C.  &  D.,  January  20, 
p.  58)  was  in  fact  referred  back  for  further  consideration 
by  the  Organisation  Committee. 
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POISONS  LIST  AND  RULES 

Third-time  thoughts  on  antihistamines  and  quinine 


MORE  proposed  changes  in  The 
Poisons  List  and  Rules  have  been 
announced  by  The  Home  Office.  They 
include  new  proposals  in  respect  of 
antihistamines  and  quinine.  The  com- 
plete list  is  as  follows:  — 

(a)  Alpha-chloralose.  A  further  excep- 
tion to  the  existing  entry  for  chloral 
in  Part  B  of  Schedule  4  to  the  Poisons 
Rules  will  be  made  in  respect  of  pre- 
parations containing  not  more  than 
four  per  cent.,  weight  in  weight,  of 
alpha-chloralose  intended  for  indoor 
use  in  the  destruction  of  rats  or  mice. 

(b)  American  Mandrake.  Podophyllum 
resin  will  be  included  in  Part  I  of  the 
Poisons  List. 

(c)  Amphetamines  etc.  (i)  The  entry 
commencing  "/?-aminopropylbenzene 
and  /?-aminoisopropylbenzene  ..." 
in  Part  I  of  the  Poisons  List  and  Part 
B  of  Schedule  4  to  the  Poisons  Rules 
will  be  replaced  by  the  following 
entry :  — 

"o-methylphenethylamine,  /S-methyl- 
phenethylamine  and  «-ethylphenethyla- 
mine;  any  synthetic  compound  struc- 
turally derived  from  any  of  these  sub- 
stances    by     substitution      in  the 
aliphatic    part    or    by    ring  closure 
therein  (or  by  both  such  substitution 
and  such  closure)  or  by  substitution 
j       in  the  aromatic  ring  (with  or  without 
substitution   at   the   nitrogen  atom), 
except    ephedrine    and    its  optical 
isomers  and  /V-substituted  derivatives, 
hydroxyamphetamine,  methoxyphena- 
mine,  phenylpropanolamine  pholedrine 
and  prenylamine;  any  salt  of  any  sub- 
stance falling  within  this  item." 
(ii)  The  entry  "mescaline;  its  salts"  in 
Part  I  of  the  Poisons  List  and  in  Sche- 
dule 1   to  the  Poisons  Rules  will  be 
replaced  by  the  following  entry:  — 

"mescaline  and  other  derivatives  of 
phenethylamine   formed   by  substitu- 
tion in  the  aromatic  ring;  their  salts." 
The  exemption  in  Schedule   3  for 
mescaline  and  its  salts  in  living  plants 
is  to  remain  unaltered. 

(d)  Anti-histafhines  (i)  All  anti-hista- 
mine  substances  included  in  the  Poisons 
List,  and  their  salts  and  molecular 
compounds,  will  be  included  also  in 
Schedule  1  to  the  Poisons  Rules,  (ii) 
the  exemptions  in  Schedule  3  to  the 
Poisons  Rules  in  respect  of  prepara- 
tions intended  for  external  application 
only  and  preparations  containing  not 
more  than  one  per  cent.,  of  anti-hista- 
mine  substances  for  application  in  the 
nose  or  eye  will  stand,  (iii)  the  cau- 
tionary wording  in  paragraph  9  of 
Schedule  7  to  the  Poisons  Rules  will 
be  amended  to  read:  — 

"Caution.  Do  not  drive,  or  operate 
machinery,  after  taking."  and  will 
be  made  to  apply  whether  anti- 
histamines are  dispensed  on  pres- 
cription or  otherwise  retailed. 

(e)  Chlorfenvinphos.  The  entry,  under 
the  heading  "Phosphorous  compounds," 
against  chlorfenvinphos  in  the  second 
column  of  Group  II  of  Schedule  3  to 
the  Poisons  Rules  will  be  amended  to 
read :  — 

"Substances  other  than  preparations, 
not  being  granular  preparations,  for 
use  in  agriculture  or  horticulture." 


(f)  Dichlorvos.  The  existing  exemption 
in  Group  II  of  Schedule  3  to  the  Poi- 
sons Rules  will  be  extended  to  apply 
also  to  aerosols  containing  not  more 
than  one  per  cent.,  weight  in  weight, 
of  dichlorvos. 

(g)  Ethylnoradrenaline,  clorprenaline, 
isoetharine,  isoprenaline,  methylamino- 
heptane,  methoxy phenamine  and  their 
salts,  will  be  included  in  Part  I  of  the 
Poisons  List.  Those  substances,  and 
adrenaline  and  ephedrine  and  its  opti- 
cal isomers  and  their  salts,  when 
contained  in  pressurised  aerosol  sprays 
will  be  included  in  Part  B  of  Schedule 
4  to  the  Poisons  Rules. 

(h)  Hormones.  The  exemption  in  Sche- 
dule 3  to  the  Poisons  Rules  against 
the  item  "Androgenic,  oestrogenic  and 
progestational  substances,  the  follow- 
ing" for  preparations  intended  for  ex- 
ternal application  only  will  be  can- 
celled and  replaced  by  an  exemption 
for  preparations  intended  for  external 
application  only  containing  not  more 
than  one  milligram  of  oestradiol  mono- 
benzoate  or  stilboestrol  per  ounce  of 
inert  material. 

(i)  Nicotine.  The  existing  exemption  in 
Group  II  of  Schedule  3  to  the  Poisons 
Rules  in  respect  of  preparations  with 
a  soap  base  containing  not  more  than 
7"5  per  cent,  of  nicotine,  weight  in 
weight,  will  be  extended  by  deletion 
of  the  words  "with  a  soap  base." 

(j)  Oxycinchoninic  acid.  The  present 
entry  for  oxycinchoninic  acid  in  the 
Poisons  List  will  be  replaced  by 
"hydroxycinchoninic  acids"  and  the 
proposed  entry  in  Schedule  1  to  the 
Poisons  Rules  published  in  the  Home 
Office  Notice  dated  January  17,  1967 


(see  C.  &  D.,  January  21,  1967,  p.  49), 
will  be  replaced  by  :  — 

"hydroxycinchoninic     acids;  deriva- 
tives   of;    their    salts;    their  esters; 
except  substances  containing  less  than 
thre  per  cent,  of  an  hydroxycincho- 
ninic acid  or  of  a  derivative  thereof." 
(k)  Phenylcinchoninic  acid;  salicylcin- 
choninic  acid.  In  the  Poisons  List  and 
in  Schedule  1  and  Part  A  of  Schedule 
4  to  the  Poisons  Rules,  "2-"  will  be 
inserted  immediately  before  "phenyl- 
cinchoninic acid"  and  "salicylcincho- 
ninic  acid." 

(1)  Pramindole  and  its  salts;  procaina- 
mide and  its  salts;  thiocarlide  and  its 
salts.  These  will  be  included  in  Part  I 
of  the  Poisons  List  and  in  Part  B  of 
Schedule  4  to  the  Poisons  Rules, 
(m)  Quinine  (i)  Quinine  and  its  salts 
will  be  included  in  Part  I  of  the  Poi- 
sons List  and  in  Part  B  of  Schedule  4 
to  the  Poisons  Rules,  with  an  exception 
in  the  latter  case  for  preparations  con- 
taining less  than  ten  per  cent,  of 
quinine  or  its  salts,  (ii)  an  entry  will  be 
made  in  Schedule  3  to  the  Poisons 
Rules  in  respect  of  quinine  when  con- 
tained in  mineral  water,  wine  or  tonic 
wine. 

(n)  Thallium  sulphate.  A  new  Rule 
will  be  made  further  to  restrict  the 
sale  of  thallium  sulphate  so  that:  — 

(i)  it  is  used  only  for  destruction  of 
rats  or  mice; 

(ii)  it  is  supplied  only  to  trained 
operators  on  production  of  a  cer- 
tificate issued,  in  England  and 
Wales,  by  a  local  authority  or  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  or,  in  Scotland,  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture; 

(iii)  a  certificate  is  required  for  each 
purchase; 

(iv)  the  maximum  obtainable  on  cer- 
tificate is  not  specified. 


OVERSEAS  NEWS 


EUROPE 

Value-added  Tax  Imposed 

A  value-added  tax  replaced  fifteen  dif- 
ferent consumption  taxes  in  France  from 
January  1.  The  reform  is  intended  as  a 
Common  Market  link;  Germany  is  also 
introducing  a  similar  measure  and  other 
countries  in  the  Community  must  intro- 
duce the  tax  within  two  years.  In  Ger- 
many the  tax  replaces  the  turnover  tax 
operated  there  for  fifty-one  years. 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

Shortage  of  Pharmacy  Apprentices 

The  South  African  Pharmacy  Board  is 
becoming  concerned  at  the  inadequate 
numbers  of  new  entrants  into  the  pro- 
fession, especially  of  non-Whites.  The 
Board  says  that  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices rendered  to  non-whites  will  need 
to  be  performed  by  members  of  their 
own  races  to  an  ever-increasing  extent 
in  the  future.  Approaches  to  provincial 
authorities  have  shown  that  the  short- 
age of  apprentices  is  attributable  to 
poor  response  to  advertisements  and 
the  shortage  of  registered  chemists  and 
druggists  in  hospitals. 

UNITED  STATES 

Drug  Distribution  by  Doctors? 

Drug  distribution  will  eventually  have 
to  move  from  "the  corner  chemist"  to 


medical  centres  or  doctors'  offices, 
according  to  Dr.  J.  Goddard  (Commis- 
sioner, United  States  Food  and  Drug 
Administration).  The  Times  (January  1) 
reports  Dr.  Goddard  as  saying  that  the 
F.D.A.  was  investigating  3,000  drugs 
and  classing  them  as  effective  for  the 
purpose  claimed,  probably  effective, 
possibly  effective,  or  clearly  ineffective. 
Drugs  in  the  last  category  would  be 
banned  at  once  and  present  indications 
were  that  300,  marketed  under  1,500- 
1,600  brand  names,  would  be  ordered 
off  the  market. 

GERMANY 

Thalidomide  Company  on  Trial 

THE  chief  criminal  court  in  Aachen, 
West  Germany,  decided  on  January  19, 
according  to  a  Guardian  report  that, 
on  the  basis  of  evidence  supplied  by 
the  public  prosecutor,  a  trial  should 
be  held  of  the  firm  of  Chemie 
Griinethal,  Stolberg,  nr.  Aachen,  manu- 
facturers of  the  drug  thalidomide. 
The  public  prosecutor  has  alleged  that 
some  5,000  children  were  born 
deformed  after  their  mothers  had  taken 
the  drug  during  pregnancy.  The  man- 
aging director  and  eight  other  execu- 
tives were  variously  charged  with  man- 
slaughter, causing  grievous  bodily 
harm,  and  infringement  of  the  phar- 
maceutical laws. 
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Two  Shops  into  One 

A  SUCCESSFUL  MODERNISATION  AT  TOOTING 


OCCUPYING  adjoining  shops  at  219 
and  221  Upper  Tooting  Road,  London, 
S.W.17,  Barkers  Chemist  (Tooting), 
Ltd.,  approached  Fyne  Storefitters, 
Ltd.,  149  Hertingfordbury  Road,  Hert- 
ford, to  produce  plans  for  modernising 
the  premises  so  as  virtually  to  convert 


two  shops  into  one.  A  double  chimney 
breastment  and  low  bearing  wall  had  to 
be  removed,  ceilings  and  floors  levelled. 

The  results  are  shown  in  the  pictures. 
The  dispensary  has  been  much  exten- 
ded, both  in  actual  area  and  by  in- 
corporating compact  storage  fixtures  for 


bottles,  liquid  galenicals,  etc.,  as  seen 
in  the  pictures.  In  the  fsont  shop  self- 
selection  has  been  introduced  in  a  big 
way,  but  there  is  still  ample  room  for 
thiee  counters,  which  have  been  placed 
to  give  the  whole  area  a  distinctively 
pharmaceutical  appearance. 


The  shopfronts  before  and  after  the  change. 


Left:  Departmentalized  self-selection  fixtures.     Right:  Showcase  on  the  "medicines"   side   of   the  pharmacy,   with   entrance   to   dispensary   at  rear. 


Two  views  of  the  new  dispensary. 


NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.  =  Private  Company.  K.O.    Registered  Office. 

ARTHROS,  LTD.  (P.C.).— Capital  £100.  To 
carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
patented  liniment,  etc.  Subscribers:  Brian  Gold- 
stein and  Muriel  Goldstein,  25  The  Glade, 
Ilford,  Essex. 


IRVING  CHEMISTS,  LTD.  (P.C).  — 
Capital  £100.  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
manufacturing  and  general  chemists,  etc.  Direc- 
tors: Philip  Gorwits  and  Irving  Libbish, 
M  P  S.  R.O. :  52  Basinghall  Street,  Leeds,  1. 

J.  G.  O'DONOGHUE,  LTD.  (P.O.— Capital 
£1,000.  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufac- 
turers of  and  dealers  in  perfumes,  etc.  Sub- 


scribers: David  R.  Saffrin  and  Alan  Freeman, 
72  New  Cavendish  Street,  London,  W.l. 

KEMDRUG,  LTD.  (P.O.— Capital  £100.  To 
carry  on  the  business  of  selling  agents  to  the 
pharmaceutical  chemical  trades,  etc.  Sub- 
scribers: Jean  Herbert  and  Thomas  A.  Herbert, 
7IA  City  Road,  London,  E.C.I. 
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TRADE  REPORT 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  Various 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  stock. 


London,  January  24 :  The  week  has 
seen  an  unprecedented  number  of  price 
increases  among  Pharmaceutical 
Chemicals,  not  excepting  the  weeks 
immediately  following  devaluation, 
when  imported  items  were  raised  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Now  it  seems  that 
the  increased  costs  of  raw  materials 
arising  from  devaluation  and  the  higher 
costs  as  a  result  of  measures  in  the 
Government's  accompanying  "package 
deal,"  are  being  consolidated  by  manu- 
facturers in  the  selling  price  of  their 
finished  products.  Among  the  items  that 
are  affected  are  practically  all  the 
Barbiturates,  Benzyl  benzoate,  exsic- 
cated Ferrous  sulphate,  many  of  the 
expensive  alkaloids,  such  as  Atropine, 
Homatropine,  Pilocarpine,  and  Phy- 
sostigmine  and  their  salts,  Santonin 
and  certain  perborates.  There  were 
also  adjustments  in  the  various  kinds  of 
Sulphur  (up  generally  by  about  £5 
per  ton)  and  in  some  of  the  Magne- 
sium salts.  With  raw  Opium  up  by 
about  2s.  per  unit,  schedules  for  Mor- 
phine and  other  derivatives  have  been 
withdrawn  and  higher  prices  can  be 
expected  shortly.  Mercury  was  up  £10 
per  flask  and  that  could  bring  a  further 
increase  in  Mercurials.  Calamine  was 
up  one  shilling  per  kilo. 

In  Crude  Drugs  Alleppy  green 
Cardamoms  were  sixpence  per  lb.  up. 
Indian  Celery  seed  was  sharply  ad- 
vanced. Buchu  for  shipment  was  firmer 
by  up  to  sixpence  per  lb.  and  Ergot  by 
threepence.  Hyoscyamus  Niger  was 
about  9s.  per  cwt.  up,  white  Squill  by 
5s.  and  Indian  Valerian  by  15s.  Men- 
thol prices  eased  with  Brazilian  down 
one  shilling  per  lb.  and  Chinese  down 
sixpence.  Acacia  gum  fell  17s.  6d. 
cwt.  and  Hydrastis  by  2s.  6d.  per  lb.; 
while  Ipecacuanha  from  most  sources 
was  easier  on  the  spot. 

For  Essential  Oils  it  was  another 
quiet  trading  week.  Dearer  on  the  spot 
were.  Chinese  Anise  (up  sixpence  lb.) 
and  Madagascar  Clove  leaf  (up  three- 
pence) Formosan  Citronella  and 
Petitgrain  were  both  threepence  lb. 
higher,  whilst  lemongrass  was  Is.  6d. 
kilo  up.  The  only  oil  to  weaken  was 
Arvensis  Peppermint,  which  was  six- 
pence lb.  lower  than  in  the  previous 
week. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Aloin. — 50-kilo  lots,  91s.  6d.  kilo. 

^-Aminosalicylic  acid. — sodium,  18s. 
per  kilo  for  1,000-kilo  lots. 

Amphetamine. — base,  150s.  per  kilo  in 
5-kilo  lots,  sulphate,  120s.;  Dexampheta- 
mine,  270s.  per  kilo  for  10  kilos. 

Amylobarbitone. — b.p.c.  is  68s.  6d.  per 
kilo  for  less  than  100-kilo  lots;  sodium, 
78s.  6d. 

Atropine. — (Per  kilo  for  500-gm.  lots): 
alkaloid  and  methonitrate,  158s.  6d.; 
methylbromide,  1552s.;  sulphate,  1375s. 

Barbitone. — Less  than  50-kilos,  52s.  6d. 
kilo;  sodium,  54s. 

Benzyl  benzoate. — b.p.  in  50-kilo  lots, 
lis.  6£d.  per  kilo. 

Butabarbital. — Under  50-kilos,  122s. 
kilo. 

Butobarbitone. — b.p.c.  86s.  per  kilo  for 
less  than  100-kilo  lots. 


Calamine. — 50-kilo  lots,  5s.  3d.  per  kilo. 

Cantharadin. — 100-gm.  lots  150s.  gm. 

Cocaine. — 35  oz.  lots  hydrochloride, 
105s.  per  oz.,  alkaloid,  115s.  per  oz. 
Subject  to  D.D.A.  Regulations. 

Cyclobarbitone. — Under  25  kilos,  75s. 
per  kilo.  Calcium,  75s.  per  kilo. 

Emetine. — hydrochloride,  10,000s.  kilo. 

Ergometrine. — maleate,  b.p.,  127s.  per 
gm.  for  5-gm.  lots. 

Ether,  b.p. — Per  litre  in  2-litre  Winchesters 
solvent,  350  litres,  5s.  2+d.  anaesthebic, 
6s.  lOd. 

Homatropine. — (500-gm.  lots,  per  kilo): 
alkaloid,  1216s.;  hydrobromide,  987s.; 
hydrochloride,  1145s.  9d.;  methylbro- 
mide, 1022s.  3d. 

Hyoscine. — (Per  kilo)-  hydrobromide, 
3932s.;  methylbromide,  3807s.  (for  500-gm. 
lots). 

Iron  salts. — ammonium  citrate,  250- 
kilos,  9s.  2d.  kilo;  gluconate,  b.p.c, 
4s.  9d.  per  lb.  in  1-cwt.  lots;  phosphate, 
b.p.c.,  50-kilos,  9s.  2d.  kilo;  subcarbonate, 
50-kilos,  6s.  Oid.  per  kilo;  sulphate,  b.p., 
crystals,  5-cwt.,  65s.  per  cwt.;  granular, 
67s.  6d.,  exsiccated,  133s.  per  cwt. 

Isoprenaline  sulphate  —  5-kilo,  273s. 
per  kilo. 

Magnesium  carbonate.  —  1-ton  lots: 
light,  145s.  cwt.;  heavy,  135s.  to  165s.  per 
cwt. 

Magnesium  hydroxide.  —  b.p.c,  1-ton 
lots,  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  oxide,  b.p.  —  light,  1-cwt. 
lots,  4s.  2d.  per  lb.,  1-ton,  3s.  lid.;  heavy, 
(1-ton),  6s.  5d.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  peroxidf.  —  b.p.c  (15  per 
cent.),  3s.  lid.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.  lots. 

Magnesium  phosphate. — tribasic,  b.p.c, 
1949,  10s.  4d.  per  kilo,  in  sacks;  dihydro- 
gen,  9s.  kilo  for  50-kilo  lots. 

Magnesium  sulphate. — b.p.  crystals  in 
minimum  1-ton  lots  £25  Derton,  exsiccated, 
£66  10s.  per  ton,  ex  works. 

Magnesium  trisilicate.  —  1-ton  lots, 
3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Methylated  spirits. — (Per  gall,  in  45-galI. 
drums,  500-gall.  66  o.p.)  industrial, 
5s.  6^d. ;  perfumery  grade,  6s.  8Jd.; 
mineralised  (64  o.p.),  5s.  lOd. 

Methylphenobarbitone. — b.p.c,  78s.  3d. 
per  kilo  for  under  25-kilo  lots. 

Pentobarbitone.  —  Less  than  100-kilo 
lots;  93s.  per  kilo  for  acid  and  98s.  for 
sodium. 

Phenobarbitone. — 50-kilo  lots,  55s.  3d. 
per  kilo,  sodium,  60s.  9d. 

Phthalylsulphathiazole.  —  5-kilo  lots, 
32s.  6d.  per  kilo;  50-kilos,  31s.  6d. 

Physostigmine. — (100-gm.  lots,  per  kilo): 
salicylate,  13,733s.  6d.;  sulphate 
17,574s.  6d. 

Pilocarpine. — 1  -kilo  lots,  hydrochlo- 
ride, 1,621s.  6d.;  nitrate,  1,463s. 

Piperazine. — Less  than  50  kilos  are: 
adipate,  19s.  3d.  per  kilo;  citrate,  18s.  6d.; 
hexahydrate,  13s.  3d.;  phosphate,  20s.  6d.; 
tartrate,  19s.  6d. 

Quinalbarbitone. — sodium  and  acid  are 
99s.  for  less  than  25-kilo  lots. 

Santonin. — 5-kilo  lots,  374s.  kilo. 

Sodium  perborate. — (Per  ton.)  tetra- 
hydrate  (minimum  10  per  cent,  available 
oxygen),  £144  8s.  in  1-cwt.  kegs;  £136  18s. 
in  1-cwt.  bags;  perborate  monohydrate 
(15  per  cent,  available  oxygen)  is  £313  4s. 

Sodium  percarbonate.  —  (Per  ton), 
£173  15s.  in  kegs  (bags  £7  10s.  per  ton  lower) 
for  minimum  12A  per  cent,  available  oxygen. 

Succinylsulphathiazole.  —  5-kilo  lots, 
46s.  per  kilo;  50-kilos  45s.  kilo. 


Sulphur. — (Approximate  prices  per  ton), 
sublimed  flowers,  b.p.,  £75;  technical, 
£70;  ground,  £32  to  £38;  precipitated, 

b.  p.,  £150;  roll,  £36  to  £46.  All  ex  store. 
Thioglycollic  acid. — Basic  rates  per  lb. 

97-98  per  cent.,  26-lb.  packs,  15s.  6d.;  75  per 
cent.,  lis.  6d.  ammonium  thioglycollate 
40  per  cent.,  p\\  9.3  (24-lb.  packs),  7s.; 
monoethanolamine  thioglycollate,  p»  9.9 
40  per  cent.,  10s.  2d.  All  carriage  paid  United 
Kingdom  and  subject  to  purchase  tax. 

Crude  Drugs 

Buchu.  —  leaves,  new-crop,  14s.  to 
14s.  6d.  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Cardamoms. — (per  lb.).  Alleppy  greens, 
18s.  6d.  (16s.  3d.,  c.i.f.).  Prime  seed,  31s.  6d. 
(30s.,  c.i.f.). 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  152s.  6d. 
cwt.,  c.i.f.;  (172s.  6d.,  spot).  Ceylon  quills 
(c.i.f.)  five  0's,  12s.  lb.;  four  0's,  10s.  3d.; 
firsts,  7s.;  quillings,  5s.  4|d. 

Ergot.  —  Portuguese  —  Spanish,  8s.  3d. 
lb.  (8s.,  c.i.f.). 

Ginger. — (per  cwt.).  Nigerian  split,  145s. 
peeled  180s.  (150s.,  c.i.f.);  Jamaican  No.  3, 
320s.;  Cochin,  225s.  (195s.,  c.i.f.);  African, 
185s.,  spot. 

Hyoscyamus. — Niger,  2s.  3d.  lb.  (2s.  Id., 

c.  i.f.). 

Ipecacuanha. — (Per  lb.).  Matto  Grosso, 
47s.  (47s.,  c.i.f.  nominal);  Costa  Rican, 
60s.-61  s. ;  Colombian,  46s.  6d. ,  (47s.  6d.  c.i.f.). 

Jalap. — High-testing  (15  per  cent.)  6s.  9d. 
lb.,  c.i.f.;  Brazilian,  2s.  (2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.). 

Mace. — Grenada  No.  1,  new  crop,  9s., 

Menthol. — (Per  lb.).  Chinese,  36s.  3d., 
c.i.f.;  spot,  36s.,  in  bond.  Brazilian  for  ship- 
ment, 33s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  34s..  in  bond. 

Mercury.— Spot,  £230  per  flask  of  76  lb., 
ex  warehouse. 

Pepper. — White  Sarawak,  spot,  3s.  2d. 
lb.  shipment,  3s.  OJd.  c.i.f.;  Brazilian  black 
No.  1,  2s.  8Ad.,  duty  paid.  Black  Sarawak, 
2s.  8d.  lb.  (2s.  6d.,  c.i.f.). 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.).  Anise. — China  star, 
260s.  duty  paid.  Celery.— Spot  200s. 
(187s.  6d.,  c.i.f.).  Coriander. — Moroccan, 
137s.  6d.,  duty  paid  (115s.,  c.i.f.);  Rumanian 
splits,  105s.,  c.i.f.  Cumin. — Iranian,  200s., 
duty  paid.  Dill. — Indian,  130s.  (110s.  c.i.f.). 
Fennel. — Indian,  180s.;  Chinese,  130s.  duty 
paid  (110s.,  c.i.f.).  Fenugreek. — Moroccan, 
92s.  6d.,  duty  paid  (80s.,  c.i.f.).  Mustard. — 
English,  85s.  to  100s. 

Squill. — white,  155s.  cwt.,  spot  and  c.i.f. 

Tonquin  beans. — Para,  9s.  lb.,  c.i.f. 
(10s.,  spot);  Angostura  seconds,  7s.  landed. 

Turmeric. — Madras  finger,  185s.  cwt., 
spot;  March-April  shipment,  155s.,  c.i.f. 

Valerian  root. — Indian,  240s.,  cwt. 
(230s.,  c.i.f.);  Continental,  470s.,  c.i.f.  (475s. 
spot). 

Waxes. — (Per  cwt.)  Bees',  Dar-es-Salaam, 
705s.,  c.i.f.  Carnauba.  fatty  grey,  spot, 
335s.  (310s.,  c.i.f.),  prime  yellow  spot,  475s. 
(427s.  6d.,  c.i.f.). 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Anise. — Chinese,  15s.  6d.  lb.  (13s.  6d., 
c.i.f.). 

Bergamot. — Spot,  Ills.  6d.  lb. 
Bois  de  rose. — Brazilian,  21s.  lb.  (19s.  6d., 
c.i.f.). 

Citronella. — Ceylon,  5s.  3d.  per  lb.; 
(5s.  2d.,  c.i.f.);  Formosan,  5s.  3d.  in  bond 
(5s.  3d.,  c.i.f.);  Chinese,  4s.  7Jd.  in  bond; 
(4s.  5d.,  c.i.f.). 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf  for  ship- 
ment, lis.  2d.,  c.i.f.  spot,  lis.  3d.  in  bond. 
Rectified,  13s.  6d.  Distilled  bud  oil  English, 
b.p.,  34s. 
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Coriander. — From  41s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Cubeb. — English  distilled,  100s.  per  lb. 

Cumin. — English  distilled  oil  from  120s. 
>er  lb.  Imported,  from  130s. 

Dill. — Imported  from  44s.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Eucalyptus. — Chinese,  80-85  per  cent., 
0s.  per  kilo  in  bond;  9s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Lavender. — French,  40s.  to  60s.  Ib. 

Lavender  spike. — Spanish,  21s.  per  lb. 

Lemongrass. — 36s.  kilo;  (34s.  6d.,  c.i.f.), 
lominal. 

Peppermint. — (Per  lb.),  Arvenis:  Chinese 
hipment,  lis.,  c.i.f.;  spot  10s.  9d.  Brazilian, 
0s.,  spot;  9s.  9d.,  c.i.f.  American  Piperata, 
10s.  to  47s.  6d. 

Petitgrain. — Paraguay  for  shipment, 
6s.  9d.,  c.i.f.,  spot,  17s.  per  lb. 

Sandalwood. — Mysore,  spot,  145s.  lb., 
iast  Indian,  305s.  per  kilo,  c.i.f. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  January  23 :  Brazilian 
Menthol  declined  10  cents  to  $5.05  per 
b.  as  more  supplies  became  available, 
redar-leaf  oil  eased  to  a  range  $1.40- 
61.60  per  lb.  (previously  $1.60  only). 

TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
'Trade  Marks  Journal,"  January  10,  No.  4663. 

7or  chemical  substances  for  use  in  the  tnanu- 
acture  of  anti-per spirants,  antacids  and  medi- 
ines  (1) 

REHEIS,  911,041,  by  Armour  Pharmaceutical 

Co.,   Chicago,   Illinois,   60611,  U.S.A. 
7or  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  the  treat- 
nent  of  the  skin  (5) 

BIOSAN,   888,118,   by  Biorex  Laboratories, 

Ltd.,  London,  E.C.I. 
7or  pharmaceutical  and  medicated  preparations 
or  the  skin  (5) 

VIBRADERM,    888,736,   by  Stafford-Miller, 

Ltd.,  Hatfield,  Herts. 
7or  chemical  preparations  and  substances  for 
ise  in  medicine  and  pharmacy  (5) 

PRO-VIRON,    896,881,    by   Schering,  A.G., 

Berlin,  65,  Germany. 
7or  medicated  preparations   for   treatment  of 
he  scalp  and  skin;  and  deodorants  (5) 

Device    with    word    SUPERMAN,  895,512, 

by    National    Periodical    Publications,  Inc., 

New  York,  U.S.A. 
"or  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  veterinary 
tse  (5) 

PRUGEST,  903,641,   by  Walter  Gregory  & 

Co.,  Crawley,  Sussex. 
"or  pharmaceutical  preparations   for  prophy- 
actic  use  in  connection  with  leptospirosis  and 
or  the  treatment  of  leptospirosis  (5) 

LEPTOBOOST,    904,763,    by  Behringwerke, 

A.G.,    Marburg/Lahn,  Germany. 

PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 

From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
January  10,  1968 

Apparatus  and  method  for  testing  the  con- 
tamination of  moving  liquids,  in  particular 
of  liquids  contained  in  ampoules,  and  for 
automatic  scrapping  of  ampoules.  Egyesult 
Izzolampa  es  Villamossagi,  R.T.  1,103.656. 

solation  of  bacitracin.  Spofa  Sdruzeni  Podniku 
pro    Zdravotnickou    Vyrobu.  1,103,667. 

detergent  compositions.  United  States  Borax 
&    Chemical    Corporation.  1,103,675. 

Chemical  compositions.  Geigy  (U.K.),  Ltd. 
1,103,681. 

°rocess  for  the  production  of  a  respiration- 
stimulating  preparation.  Solco  Basel,  A.G. 
1,103,683. 

Pharmaceutical  compositions,  and  the  active 
ingredients  thereof.  Roussel-Uclaf .  1,103,686. 

Composition  for  treating  the  scalp.  L'Oreal. 
1,103,738. 

Method  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
asepsis  in  packaging  machines  and  an  appara- 
tus for  carrying  out  the  method.  Tepar, 
A.G.  1,103,760. 


Container  for  cleaning  and  disinfecting  lavatory 
bowls  and  the  like.  Russell  Research,  Ltd. 
1,103,761. 

Disinfectant  tablet.  Russell  Research,  Ltd. 
1,103,762. 

Aerosol   compositions.    Colgate-Palmolive  Co. 

1,103,818. 
Syringes.  K.  G.  Jansson.  1,103,917. 
Steroids.   F.  Hoffman-La  Roche  &  Co.,  A.G. 

1,103,982-88. 

Fungicidal  concentrates.  Union  Carbide  Cor- 
poration. 1,103,989. 

Optically  active  propane  derivatives.  Roussel- 
Uclaf.  1,104,126. 

Diagnostic  agents.  C.  F.  Boehringer  &  Soehne 
G.m.b.H.  1,104,137. 


Monday,  January  29 

Royal  Institute  of  Chemistry,  Shell  research 
centre,  Whitehall  Lane,  Egham,  Surrey,  at 
6.30  p.m.  Dr.  R.  A.  E.  Galley  on  "Pesti- 
cides, Public  Health  and  W.H.O." 

University  of  London,  Institute  of  Diseases 
of  the  Chest,  Brompton  Hospital,  London, 
S.W.3,  at  6.15  p.m.  Dr.  J.  R.  May  on 
"Chemotherapy  of  Non-tuberculous  Respira- 
tory Infections." 

Tuesday,  January  30 

Eastbourne  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Victoria  room.  Queen's  hotel,  Eastbourne,  at 
8  p.m.  Discussion  on  White  Paper  on  forth- 
coming medicines  legislation. 

Epsom  and  Sutton  Branch,  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union,  Charter  Inn,  Epsom,  at  8 
p.m.  Mr.  J.  Charlton  (assistant  secretary. 
Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors)  Com- 
mittee) on   "N.H.S. — the  Present  Position." 

Ipswich  and  Suffolk  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Civic  College,  Rope  Walk,  Ipswich, 
at  7.30  p.m.  Dr.  A.  F.  Taylor  (Organon 
Laboratories,  Ltd.)  on  "Development  of  Im- 
munological Pregnancy  Tests." 

School  of  Pharmacy,  Liverpool  Regional 
College  of  Technology,  Byrom  Street,  Liver- 
pool, 3,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  R.  H.  Martlew 
(Rainshill  Hospital)  on  "Pharmacology  of 
Drugs  used  in  Psychiatric  Medicine."  (Lec- 
ture course). 

Tees-side  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Corporation  hotel,  Middlesbrough,  at  8  p.m. 
Annual  dinner.   (Tickets  22s.   6d.  each). 

West  Hertfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Reading  room.  High  Street,  Kings 
Langley,  at  8  p.m.  "Drug  Presentation  and 
its  Effect  on  Therapeutic  Action."  (Lecture 
course). 

Wednesday,  January  31 

Bournemouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Medical  centre,  Boscombe,  at  1.20  p.m. 
Mr.  P.  Addington  on  "T.  &  A.'s  and  Glue 
Ears."  At  Cornelia  nurses'  hostel,  Poole, 
Dr.  S.  MacKeith  on  "What  Psychiatric 
Teaching  Help  do  G.P.'s  really  want?" 

Bournemouth,  Portsmouth  and  Southampton 
Branches,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Polygon 
hotel,  Southampton.  Mid-Southern  regional 
conference  at  5  p.m.  Mr.  H.  W.  Tomski 
(director.  Institute  of  Pharmacy  Management) 
on  "Need  for  Management  Education  in 
Pharmacy."  At  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  A.  Aldington 
(president)  on  "The  Planned  Distribution  of 
Pharmacies." 

Doncaster  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Doncaster  Royal  Infirmary,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Mr.  D.  E.  Clarke  on  "Sulphonamide  and 
Antibiotic  Therapy." 

Edinburgh  and  South-eastern  Scottish 
Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Charlotte 
Rooms,  Edinburgh,  at  8  p.m.  Annual  supper 
dance. 

Thursday,  February  1 

Aberdeen  and  North-eastern  Scottish  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Treetops  hotel, 
Aberdeen,  at  8  p.m.  Dr.  Logie-Bain  on 
"Rheumatology  —  with  Special  Reference 
to  the  Rheumatic  Drugs." 


Chloramphenicol       derivatives.       I.  Villax. 
1,104,155. 

Formvl-oestratrienes.     Organon  Laboratories, 

Ltd.  1,104,185. 
Method  of  producing  uricase  from  yeast.  Ono 

Pharmaceutical    Co.,    Ltd.  1,104,197. 
Liquid  spray  devices  for  use  with  ampoules. 

Shiraimatsu  Shinyaku,  K.K.  1,104,214. 
Pharmacologically  active  basic  alcohols.  Well- 
come Foundation,  Ltd.  (Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.  (U.S.A.),  Inc.)  1,104,292. 
British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2, 
from   February  21,  1968. 


Burnley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Grill  room,  Empress  hotel,  Howe  Walk, 
Burnley,  at  8  p.m.  Wine  and  cheese  even- 
ing. 

HUDDERSFIELD  BRANCH,  PHARMACEUTICAL 

Society,  Pack  Horse  hotel,  Kirkgate,  Hud- 
dersfield  at  7.45  p.m.  Speaker:  Mr.  G. 
Aspinall  (Huddersfield  Cine  Club). 
South-east  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Ballroom,  Yorkshire  Grey 
hotel,  Eltham  Green,  London,  S.E.9,  at 
6.45  p.m.   Annual  dinner  and  dance. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

Conformational  Analysis  —  Scope  and 
Limitations,  International  symposium  in 
Brussels,  September  9-12,  1969.  Details  from 
Symposium  Secretary,  49  Square  Marie-Louise, 
Brussels,   4,  Belgium. 

University  of  Wisconsin.  Annual  national 
industrial  pharmaceutical  research  conference, 
June  9-13.  Annual  conference  on  pharmaceu- 
tical analysis,  August  4-9.  Details  from  Ex- 
tension Services  in  Pharmacy,  190  Pharmacy 
Building,  University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison, 
Wisconsin    53706,    United  States. 

West  Hertfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society,  Reading  room,  High  Street, 
King's  Langley.  Course  of  six  lectures  on 
recent  advances  in  pharmaceutics  and  pharma- 
cology, on  alternate  Tuesdays  at  8  p.m.  Com- 
mencing January  30.  Fee:  £1.  Applications 
should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Pattison, 
24  Bennetts  Gate,  Bennetts  End,  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead, Herts. 

Retail  Trades  Education  Council.  The 
Series  of  one-day  courses  on  "Managers  as 
Trainers'  'is  being  continued  in  1968  as  fol- 
lows: February:  6,  Glasgow:  7,  Edinburgh; 
13.  Redruth;  20,  Kingston  upon  Thames;  21, 
London;  26,  Norwich.  March:  6,  Falmouth; 
13,  Exeter;  20,  Eastbourne;  26  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne;  27,  Wallsend.  April:  2,  Birmingham; 
9,  Carshalton.  Details  from  the  Council's 
Training  Development  Officer,  56  Russell 
Square,  London,  W.C.I. 

Society  for  Analytical  Chemistry.  The 
University,  Birmingham.  July  21-25,  1969, 
International  symposium  on  analytical  che- 
mistry. General  information  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  D.  M.  Peake.  Imperial  Metal 
Industries,  Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  216,  Witton,  Bir- 
mingham, 6;  details  of  scientific  programme 
from  Dr.  W.  I.  Stephen,  Department  of 
Chemistry,  The  University,  Birmingham,  15, 
P.O.   Box  363.   [corrected  note]. 

Advance  Information 

Semana  de  Cosmetica  y  Perfumert\,  Palacio 
de  las  Naciones,  Barcelona,  Spain,  March 
16-24. 

American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  San 
Francisco,  California,  U.S.A.,  March  27  to 
April  2,    1971.   Annual  meeting. 

Electrical  Domestic  Appliance  Exhibition, 
Metropole  exhibition  halls,  Brighton,  Sussex. 
February  13-15. 

Irish  Packaging  Exhibition,  Royal  Dublin 
Society,  Ballsbridge,  Dublin,  Eire,  September 
23-27. 

Northern  Packaging  Exhibition  (Northpack 
68),   Queen's  Hall,   Leeds,    1.   March  12-15. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should  be  sent  in  time  to  reach 
the  Editor  not  later  than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 
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Cow  &  Gate,  Ltd.,  Guildford,  Surrey:  Cow 
&  Gate  Milk  food.  In  Woman,  Woman's 
Own,  Baby  Journals  and  medical  and  nurs- 
ing Press. 

International  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  12  Chenies 
Street,  London,  W.C.I:  Powerin.  In  Mid- 
lands Press. 

Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  43  Clapham 
Road.  London.  S.W.9:  Wrights  coal-tar 
shampoo.  In  News  of  the  World  and  Woman. 

Whiteways  Cyder  Co.,  Ltd.,  Whimple, 
Devon :  Sanatogen  tonic  wine.  In  Daily 
Express.  Daily  Sketch,  Daily  Mail,  Daily 
Mirror,  Sunday  Mirror,  News  of  the  World, 
People,  Sunday  Express,  Glasgow  and  Belfast 
papers,  Woman,  Woman's  Own,  Woman's 
Weekly,  Woman's  Realm,  The  Lady,  Family 
Circle,  Woman  and  Home,  My  Home,  Tit 
Bits,  Thomsons  Weekly  News  and  Household 
Shopping  Guide. 

PUBLICATIONS 
Catalogues  and  lists 

G.  W.  Carnrick  Co.,  Ltd.,  44  Highgate  High 
Street,  London.  N.6:  File-card  price  list 
of  prescription  products. 


"PILLAR"  PACKS:  New  "pillar"  packs  of 
Gillette  Super  Silver  razor  blades  are  supplied 
with  reply-paid  cards  affixed  to  back.  Cards 
when  competed  by  stockist  and  returned  to 
Gillette  Safety  Razor  Co.,  Great  West  Road, 
Isleworth,  Middlesex,  secure  for  him  a  display 
bonus  (see  C.  &  D.,  January  20,  p.  53)  of 
5s.  or  10s. 


Prescribers' 
Press 

What  doctors  are  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 

A  COMBINATION  of  amiloride  with 
frusemide  or  ethacrynic  acid  has  been 
found  a  "very  effective"  diuretic 
regimen,  both  short  and  long  term, 
report  workers  at  the  Royal  Free  Hos- 
pital, London.  Amiloride  (MK  870 — 
Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme,  Ltd.),  an 
acyl  guanide,  is  described  by  the 
authors  as  a  new  potassium-sparing 
diuretic  with  a  limited  natriuretic 
potency  but  a  powerful  action  on  the 
distal  tubular,  sodium-potassium  ex- 
change site.  In  twenty-three  of  twenty- 
four  patients  with  fluid  accumulation 
due  to  hepatic  cirrhosis,  fluid  retention 
was  controlled  by  the  drug  combina- 
tion. Potassium  depletion  was  prevented 
in  80  per  cent,  of  cases,  even  though 
no  potassium  supplements  were  given, 
but  safety  of  the  regimen  depended 
upon  a  dietary  intake  of  70  mEg.  of 
potassium  daily  (thus  excluding 
patients  with  loss  of  appetite).  The 
diuresis  produced  was  unpredictable 
and  a  small  commencing  dose  of  fruse- 
mide or  ethacrynic  acid  is  advised,  in- 
creased until  the  desired  sodium  out- 
put is  obtained.  Dose  of  amiloride  is 
maintained  at  10  mgm.  twice  daily. 
Total  body  potassium  estimations  were 
made  throughout  therapy  (Lancet, 
January  20,  p.  120). 

Comparison  of  the  effects  of  the 
hypoglyaemic  drugs  metformin  (a 
diguanide)  and  chlorpropamide  (a 
sulphonylurea)  in  seventy-seven  obese 
diabetics  has  shown  that  patients  on 
chlorpropamide  are  likely  to  gain  in 
weight.  Reporting  the  findings,  workers 
at  Edinburg  Royal  Infirmary  say  that 
increasing  weight  in  an  obese  diabetic 
is  clearly  undesirable.  They  therefore 
recommend  that  the  obese,  overeating, 
insulin-uncontrolled,  independent  dia- 
betic should  be  treated  with  a 
diguanide,  with  which  there  was  a  mean 
weight  loss  mainly  during  the  first  six 
months  of  one  year's  therapy  (Lancet, 
January  20,  p.  123). 

Summarising  their  conclusions 
following  with  in-patient  comparison 
of     bethanidine,     guanethidine  and 


methyldopa  in  thirty  hypertensive 
patients,  workers  at  University  College 
Hospital.  London,  say  that  methyldopa, 
provided  it  is  tolerated,  produces  the 
best  all-round  blood  pressure  control 
of  the  three  drugs.  However,  20  per 
cent,  of  the  patients  could  not  tolerate 
it.  Bethanidine  was  tolerated  by  all 
patients,  but  brought  slightly  greater 
postural  and  exercise  hypotension  than 
guanethidine  which  produced  the 
largest  number  of  side  effects  (B.M.J. , 
January  20,  p.  135). 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subjects   of    contributions    in    current  medical 
and    technical  publications 

Staphylococcal  mastitis.  Studies  in  the  patho- 
genesis of.  Vet.  Rec,  January  20,  p.  69. 

Imidazole  :  Fungitoxic  derivatives.  Science, 
December  15,  1967,  p.  1462. 

Segmented  polyurethane :  A  new  elastomer 
for  biomedical  applications.  Science,  Decem- 
ber 15,  1967,  p.  1481. 

Aldosterone  secretion.  Control  of,  by  the 
pituitary  gland.  Science,  December  15,  1967, 
p.  1482. 

Bradykinin  and  its  allies.  Endeavour,  January, 
p.  14. 

Fragrance.  Measuring  the  meaning  of.  J.  Soc. 
cos.   Chem.,   December  9,    1967,   p.  755. 

Anti-dandruff  clinical  research.  Use  of  elec- 
tronic data  processing  in.  J.  Soc.  cos.  Chem., 
December  9,   1967.  p.  785. 

Pseudornonads  in  cosmetics.  J.  Soc.  cos. 
Chem.,   December  9,    1967,   p.  797. 

A  statistical  approach  to  the  evaluation  of 
cutaneous  responses  to  irritants.  J.  Soc.  cos. 
Chem.;   December  9,   1967,   p.  809. 

Accelerated  stability  tests.  Manf.  Chemist, 
January,  p.  25. 

Detergents  and  the  human  skin.  The  inter- 
action of.  ].  Soc.  cos.  Chem.,  January  8, 
p.  3. 

A  new  anti-coccidial  drug.   Chem.  and  Ind., 

January    13,    1968,    p.  56. 
Prednisolone.    Outcome    for    the    foetus  of 

mothers  receiving  during  pregnancy.  Lancet, 

January  20.  p.  1 17. 
Amiloride  (MK  870)  in  patients  with  ascites 

due  to  cirrhosis  of  the  liver.  Lancet,  January 

20,  p.  120. 

Comparison  of  chlorpropamide  and  metformin 
treatment  on  weight  and  blood-glucose  res-  j 
ponse     of     uncontrolled     obese  diabetics. 
Lancet,   January  20,   p.  123. 

The  cow  as  a  model  for  investigating  natriu- 
retic activity.  Lancet,  January  20,  p.  127. 

Bethanidine,    guanethidine  and  methyldopa 
in  treatment  of  hypertension.  Brit.  med.  J.,  | 
January  20,   p.  135. 

Crystal  violet.  Necrosis  of  oral  mucosa  after 
local  application  of.  Brit.  med.  J.,  January 
20,  p.  157. 

Royal  jelly  and  its  applications.  S.P.C. 
January,  p.  31. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during  the 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 


Period — February  4-10 
PRODUCT 

1 

London 

Midland 

North 

Scotland 

Wales  &  Wes 

South 

North-east 

Anglia 

Ulster 

Westward 

Border 

Grampian 

Eireann 

Channel  Is. 

Anadin... 

3/90 

2/60 

3/44 

3/100 

3/90 

4/97 

3/90 

2/60 

2/60 

3/90 

3/90 

2/60 

3/90 

Complan 

6/90 

5/75 

4/60 

Dentu-creme  ... 

4/120 

1/30 

1/30 

4/120 

1/30 

4/120 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

Disprin 

2/120 

3/60 

3/60 

2/60 

1/30 

2/45 

1/15 

1/30 

3/75 

2/30 

Horlicks 

3/90 

4/120 

4/120 

2/80 

3/100 

2/60 

2/70 

4/120 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

4/140 

4/51 

5/150 

Nulon   

3/90 

2/60 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

Respite... 

4/120 

Throaties 

4/60 

4/60 

4/60 

Vick  Formula  44 

1/45 

2/75 

2/75 

White  Cross  cough  mixture  .. 

3/45 

3/45 

Wright's  coal  tar  soap 

2/30 

1/15 

1/15 

